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—
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To all whom it mal Concerw: |
Be it known that I, JAMES F. MORTON, of

- Newton Centre, in the county of Middlesex

and State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Book-

Supportsand Leaf and Copy Holders, of which

the following, taken in connection with. the
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accompanying drawings, i8S a specification.
The object of my present invention is the
production of a-light portable reading desk
or stand adapted to support a book in an in-
clined position at any desired angle, and pro-
vided with means for holding the leaves of
said book open or clamping one or more 100s¢
leaves of printers’ or type-writers’ ‘“copy’’
thereto, said desk or stand being constructed
and arranged so that it may be used upon a
table or any level or nearly level plane 1n two
different positions by resting upon said plane
either of two sides of said desk or stand asa

base, according as it may be desired to clamp

the book-leaf or sheet of copy by the bottom
or top thereof; and it consists 1n certain novel
features of construction,arrangement, and com-
bination of parts, which will be readily under-
stood by reference to the description of the
drawings and to the claims to be hereinafter

- glven.
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Figure 1 of the drawings 15 a perspective
view of my improved book-support and leat
and copy holder in position for holding'a book.

 Fig. 2'is a perspective view of the same de-
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vice in position for holding copy. Fig. 31s a
central vertical section of the same on line x @
on Fig. 4, and ¥ig. 4 1s a vertical section on
line ¥ % on
oted book-supporting lid is shown as raised

to a steeper angle than in Fig. 1.

Inthe drawings, A A aretwonearly triangu-
lar side frames connected together by the front
tie bar or plate, A’, and the two rear tie-bars,
A? and A? as shown in Fig. o.. |

B is the lid pivoted or hinged to the bar A’
and having secured to its upper outer side at
its hinged end the ledge B, against which the

lower end of the book C rests when the stand

is used in the position shown in Fig. 1. A
wire shaft, D, provided with the crank-like
offsets @ @ and bent to formn the two leaf-hold-
ing fingers ¢ ¢, all made froma single piece of
wire, is mounted in bearings b b b,

|-of which tends to

Fig. 3. In Figs.3 and 4 the piv-

gset in the |

] uppher side of the ledge B, wit.h the crankioﬁ"set

a a resting upon the leaf-spring E, the tension
press the ends of the fingers
¢ ¢ hard upon theleaf of the book or the sheet 55
of copy, and also to hold said fingers in thelr

retracted position, as shown in dotted linesin _

Fig. 3. This construction of the leaf-holding
fingersand theirshaftis substantially the same
as shown and described in Letters Patent No.
339,202, granted to me April 6, 1356.

The back or under side of the lid B has se-
cured thereon the bar I, having formed therein
o series of ratchet-teeth, & d, with which the
wire bail-like pawl G engages to hold said lid
at any desired angle greater than its normal
position. (Shown in Fig. 1.) -

The bail-like wire pawl G has its bearings
in the side frames, A A, and when not engag-
ing with the teeth d d rests upon the pin ¢, 70
projecting inward from the upper rear fie-
bar A? all as shown in Fig. 3. : |

Theoperation of myinvention will bereadily
anderstood from the foregoing without further
description here. |

One advantage of my invention is that it
may be used for supporting heavy .bound
books or pamphlets and holding their leaves
open, or for holding loose sheets of paper with
equal facility at the same time that the angle
of inclination of the book or sheet-supporting
lid may be varied at pleasure. Another ad-
vantage is thatthedevicels portable, and may
be used upon any level or slightly-inclined
fAat surface without the necessity of clamping
it thereto, and therefore may be readily moved
from one position to another to suit the taste
or notion of the user. -

1 am aware of the existence of Letters Pat-
ent No. 311,514, dated February 3, 1839, and 9o
do not claim anything therein contained. |

What I claim as new, and desire tosecure by
Letters Patent of the United States, 18—

1. A book-support and leaf or copy holder
containing the following elements, viz: a stand 95
having two sides at right angles to each other,

60

75

80

either of which may be used as a base to rest

upon a flat plane, and having an inclined up-

per side, a lid hinged at one end to said stand
and provided with a projecting ledge at or 100
near its hinged end, a pair of spring-actuated

fingers for holding the book open or clamping
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the copy-sheet, and a ratchet and pawl for In testimony whereof I have signed my name
adjusting said lid to differentangles of inclina- | to this specification, in the presence of two sub-
tion. = - | scribing witnesses, onthis 12th day of August,
. 2. The combination of the stand A A’ A2, | A. D. 1886. -
5 the lid B, hinged to said stand, and provided | o | |
- with the ledge B',the ratchet-teeth d d, the - . JAMES F. MORTON.
pawl G, the shaft D, provided with the offset . T | .
a a, and the curved fingers ¢ ¢, and the spring |~ Witnesses:
- L, all constructed, arranged, and operating ~ N. C. LOMBARD, |
10 substantially as described. - : CHARLES K. STEARNS.
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