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To all whom it maz 1 COTLCEFTL. |
Beitknownthal I, CARL FERDINAND HAUPT

of the city of Dr e;:sden,_ in the Kingdom of Saxu

ony and German 'Empire,-have’inventeﬂ cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in the Ar-
rangement of the Accompanying-Strings on

"'émners of which the following is a Speclﬁca-

bion. |
My invention relatesto impr -ovements in the

arrangement of the accompaniment strings on

zithers, (for which I have obtained patents in
Germany January 29, 1885, No. 32,519, and

in England March 13, 1885, No. 3, 281,) the ob-
ject of which is to so arrange the parts of the
said zithers that the hand in playing has an

easy natural position and the fingers are in no

way hampered.

- In all zithers known ap to the present day
the accompaniment-strings run or are strung

parallel to the finger- bomd or air-strings, so

“that the muscles 01 the hand must be subjected

to ereat tension in playing the strings which

lie at a considerable distance from the finger-
board, which is especially difficult for begin-

ners, and forces the hand to take up anenvir ely

umntuml posmon
P]gure 1 is a top view, Iflg. 2 a su]e view,

- and Fig. 3an end view,of myimproved zither.
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According to my invention as represented
in the accompanying drawings, all these dis-

advantages are overcome, the fingers can be
Pmployed for playing the str ings w 11311 out leav-
ing their natural pomt&on a,ml without having

to Iea1 that ‘'a cramp will be caused 1n Lhe

muscles of the hand, as so frequently oceurs in

- playing zithers constructed on thé old- prin-
ciple.

!

1 abtam this object by strmwnw the ac-

I companiment-strings ¢ in Inclined or acute

angular position to the finger-board strings b,
according to the structure of the hand, whereby
the requisite anglie can be readily ascertained

by spreading out the thumb from the fingers.

In order to prevent having to increase the

-gize of the instrument beyond what is abso-

lately necessary, the finger-board ¢ is raised
and the neighboring two or more accompani-

ment -strings a attached beneath the same.

This raising of the finger-board ¢ corresponds

entirely with the natural position, as the fin-
gers occupy a lower position than the thumbs.

Having now described and ascertained the
nature of my said invention, what I claim, and
desire to secure by Letters P%ent Is—

1. The zither provided with the aceo mpani-

ment-strings a at an acute angle to the inger-

board ¢ and the air-strings b, substantially as

set forth in the foregoing specification and
shown in the accompanying drawings. |

2. The zither provided with the finger-board
elevated above the acwmpammenb strings,

and the accompaniment-strings nearest the

finger-board located lower than or beneath the
same, substantially asset tor th in the foregoing
Speelﬁca ion and shown 1n the aecompanymw
dl‘LWlHUS |

In witness whereof I have hereunto sw'ued |

my name in the preseunce of two Sub%cllbmg

wltnesses.

CARL I‘ERDINAND HAUPT

Witnesses:
- O1170 WOLTF,
RICHARD BERNDT,
Both of Dresden.
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