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To all whom it may concermw:

Be 1t known that I, JoEN NEFF, Jr., a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Pultney,
in the county of Steuben and State of New

York,haveinvented certain new and useful Im-

provementsin Culling-Shears; and I do hereby

‘declare the following to be a full, clear, and ex- |

act description of theinvention,such as will en-

- able othersskilled in the art to which it apper-
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tains to make and use the same.
My invention relates to 1improvements in
culling-shears;and the object 18 toimprove the

construction of such shears so as to faciiitate

their operation, that they are not liable to get

out of order, that they can be more easily ma-

nipulated, a,nd will be always ready for in-
stantaneous use.

The invention consists in the peculiar con-
struction of certain details and arrangement of
parts, as will be more fully deseribed herein-
after, and more specifically pointed outin the

claims, reference being had to the daccompa-

nying drawmgs and the letters of reference

" marked thereon.
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form, as shown in cross-section in Fi

Like letters indicate like 1)’LI'tS in the differ-

-ent figures of the drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of my
improved culling-shears. Iig. 2 is a longi-
tudinal section of the same. Iig.3 isan edge
view of one of the blades. Iig. 4 is a cross-
section on line z . |

In the accompanying drawlings, A and Bare |

the two blades of the shears, made, preferably,
of the form shown, and are riveted or other-
wise secured to the handles C and D. These
handles are made hollow or semicircular in
o, 4. This
is done partly to make them Ilighter and save
material, while at the same time to give them
strong form and furnish a space for the
spring, hereinaiter referred to. Thetwo blades
are jointed together, as at a, so as to form a
pivot, upon which they move.

One. of the handles Cis provided with a pro-

45 jecting lug, ¢, into which a stud or pin, d, is

screwed or otherwise secured, and tosaid stud
18 attached a spring, E. This spring at one

- end is coiled around and secured to said stud,
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while the opposite end extends to near the
lower end of the other handle,D,against which
1t bears, and it is preferably curved at that
end, so as to freely move in the hollow or bot-
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tom of said handle._when both handles are

pressed together. The handles are by means
of this spring kept constantly extended, and

' must be pressed together by the hand during
| the operation of cutting, and during use are

therefore always open, and do not require the
action of opening the same. 7The spring is
preferably made flat, so as to form a better

! bearing-surface, and it fits against the lower
| side of the h&ndles

The handles may be made of mqlleable or
cast iron, brass, composition, or other mate-
rial, and the blades of steel, or steel and iron
combined, and they are arranged so that they
can be read]]y removed and replaced by new
ones in case they are worn out.

The many advantages of my improved cull-

ing-shears will be readily appreciated by those

skilled in the art, and among them may be
mentioned thelr great simplicity and cheap-

ness; that they are not liable to get out of or-

der; that they are always ready for use and
avoid the necessity of opening them, as.they
are opened by the spring and kept dlstended
the parts can easily be replaced when worn

out or broken, and they can be easily repaired

or sharpened. By making the blades pointed
it is much easier to gain access between grapes,
flowers, leaves, or other narrow places-or ob-
jects.

with handles of sheet metal struck up in con-
cavo-convex form, and do not broadly claim
such. consbructmn but in my invention one
side of one of the handles, which, ‘as before
stated, may be either cast or struck up in con-
cavo-convex form, is provided with an exten-
sion or lug for the attachment of a pin,to which
a coiled spring is connected, and the pivoted
ends of each of the handles are peculiarly
formed, in order that one shall not interfere
with the other when in operation.

Each of the handles C D, by reason of their
concave form, embraces the blade, 8o as to re-
enforce the same along 1ts heel, thereby re
lieving the rivets which secure the blades,and
the concave or U-shaped end of each handle
acts as a stop for the opposite blade when the
blades are opened by the action of the spring E.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18— |

T amawarethat Eheep-shears have been made
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1. Ina pairof shears, thecombination of the | thereto. the blade B, the concavo-convex han-
concavo-convex handle C,having secured with- | dle D; having secured thereto the blade A, the
in its cavity the blade B, the concavo-convex pwot a, passing through the blades, the han-
handle D, having secured withinits cavity the | dle D havmg the cut-away portion or recess 1 5
5 blade A, and the pivot a, passing through the | ¢, and the spring I, substantially as specified.
blades, said blades being re-enforced at their "In testimony whereof T hereby affix my sig-
heels opposite the attaching-rivets, and the | nature in presence of two witnesses.

ends of said handles acting as st0ps, substan- | JOHN NEFF, JR.
tially as specified. - Witnesses: : | |
10 2. Ina pair of shears,tue combmatlon of the - A. H. DENNISTON,

CONCavo - convex ]Jandle C, having sccured -+ W. D. DENNISTON.
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