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To all whom it ma 1/ COMCErTL: --

Be it known that I, FRANK J. WILLIAMS, ¢
citizen of the United States and a resident of
Macy, in the county of Miami and State of In-
diana, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Animal-Traps; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description of the mventlon 'which

will enable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same, refer-

ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this Spemﬁcatlon and i in
which-— |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved trap when set, dotted lines showing it
sprung, and Fig. 2 is a detail view showing
the setting plate and stem. :

My invention has relation to animal-tr aps
and it consists in the improved construction
and combination of parts, as will be hereinafter
fully deseribed, and poin;ted'out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, in which like let-

‘ters of reference indicate like parts, A repre-
sents the base-frame, which consists of parallel.

side pieces joined at the ends by arches; B,
steel guide-rods, firmly secured in an upright

position in the middle of said side pieces; C,

a Cross-piece secured to the upper ends of said
rods; D, a yoke formed to slide up and down
on said rods B, an actuating-rod secured to
the middle of said voke and projecting up-
wardly therefrom through aholein the middle
of said cross-piece; F,a Splralletlactlllg spring
secured to the upper side of the cross- -piece and
surrounding sald actuating-rod; (, a plate at-
tached to the middle of the lowel suie of the
yoke; H, steel spikes projecting downwardly
from its lower surface; I, a sleeve hinged to

pin passed through lips- on said sleeve and a
lug on the cross-piece; J, a trip-rod, which fits

adjustably in said sleeve, K, a Set-amew for
securing the same in the desned_ position; L, |
the stem pivoted to the projecting ends of a.}

metal strip wrapped around and secured to the |

lower end of the trip-rod; M, the treadle upon j !

the end of said-stem; N, the setting-plate; O,
a plate-spring secured to the end of the cross-
piece under the lug, and, curving downward,

1t bears against the lower end of sald Sleeve

and P,a cam-ended trip-lever, pivoted to said
Cross: pl__eee by means of'a shorf bar, Q.

’

At the upper end of the spiral spring is
formed a bail or retaining-cateh, R, at the
ends of which -are loops . From the lower 55
end of the actuating-rod projects a pin, T. On

‘the yoke near said pin projects another one,
‘U, and near the lower end of the sleeve a third
Ppin, V, all of which serve in setting the trap,
-f'alded by a short pin, W, upon the side of the 6o
stem, and the setting- pla,te, which is provided
+W1th a vertical slob into one side of which .
‘projects a narrow strip, X. Throuﬂ*h this Slot

said stem passes, as seen in Fig. 2 s
To set the trap, the outer end of the lever is 65

raised; thenthe yoke is elevated till the inner
“end of said lever falls between the pins T and
‘U. In this position the yoke is momentarily

held by turning against the actuating-rod the
set-screw Y in the side of the cross-piece. Then 70

the trip-rod is spruang in till the pin W on the

stem can rest against the inner side of the strip

1'X, In which pDSlth[l the pin V bears against
‘the cam end of the lever. The spiral spring

i
.the actuating-rod. The set-screw Y is then
‘turned, and said spring exerts its force upon
‘said rod, yoke, and spiked plate, and upon the

inner end of the lever; but the 011te1 end, bear- 8o
-1ng against the pin 011 the sleeve, holds said

1S NOwW stletched, up by the loops till the bail 75
can be placed in a notch on the upper end of

lever 1n place till the trip-rod is released.
The trap is sprung when the treadle is raised

or when it is depressed, the pin on the stem
“being readily slipped by either movement from 33
-engagement with the strip of the setting-plate,

and as the trip-rod is thrown out by the plate-

~spring the trip-lever is disengaged, and the

spiral spring forces the spiked plate down with

| transfixing force. ole
" one end of said cross-piece by means of a pivot- |

40

Making the trap -rod adjustable pr 0v1des
means for raising and lowering the treadle, to
adapt the trap for use in catehlng moles, rats,

or gophers.

The arched end pieces of the base- frame al- 95
low the animal to pass readily under as well
‘as over said treadle. |

- Having thus fully described my mventlon I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent |
of the United States— 100

1. In an animal-trap, the combination of a
frame, a plate moving on the guide-rods of
‘the same, having spikes pmjecbing from 1ifs
under side and an actuating-rod from 1ts upper
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side, a spring around said actuating-rod, a bail |
having loops at its ends secured to the top of
said spring, a set-serew in the cross-piece of
sald frame, and means for setting and spring- |
ing said trap.

2. In an animal-trap, the combination of a
frame having a spring-actuated spiked plate
moving therein, a trip-lever pivoted to the
cross-piece of said frame, one end of which en-
gages with said plate, a trip-rod pivoted to the
top of said frame, a spring secured to the top
of said frame, engaging with said trip-rod, and
a treadle secured to the lower end of said rod.

3. In an animal-trap, the combination of a |
frame having a spring-actuated spiked plate ;
moving therein, a trip-lever pivotally secured
to thecross-pieceandengaging withsaid plate,
a sleeve pivoted to the top of said frame hav-

351,678

1ng a set-screw ab one side, a trip-rod in said
sleeve, and means for operating said trip-rod. 2o
4. In an animal-trap, the combination of a
frame having a movable impaling device and
a trip-lever, a trip-rod pivoted to the top of
said frame, a treadle pivoted to the lower end
of said rod, a pin projecting from the stem of 25
sald treadle, and a setting-plate having a strip
or lug abt one side which engages with said
pin.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing asmy
own I have hercunto affixed my signature in 3c
presence of two witnesses.

FRANK J. WILLIAMS.

Witnesses:
DAVID O. HUFFMAN,
WirLLiay 1. MINTER.
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