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-~ To all whom it may. CONCEFTL:

Be it kncwn that I, FRANKLIN B. HILLS, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Tor-

rington, in the county of Litchfield and State
of Connecticut, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Folding Tables,
Stools, &c.; and I do hereby declare the fol-

lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the invention,such as will enable.others
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as

skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same. I
My invention relates to tables, stools, and
other similar articles of furniture, and has for
its especial object to provide a table suitable
for cribbage and other games, and which may

be folded into the smallest possible compass

‘when not in use. With these ends in view 1

- have devised the novel construction of which
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the following description, in connection-with

. 20 the accompanying drawings, is a specification,
numbers being used to indicate the ‘different
-parts of the several figures. o

’

L] . -

Figure 1 is a perspective of the table, and
also showing a cribbage-board “detached and
in perspective. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sec-

tion of the table taken with the cribbage-board -
~ in place. Fig. 3 is an elevation with the table

folded, and Fig. 4is a bottom plan view there-
of. _ - | .
1 is the table-top, which is provided with a

rectangular opening, 2, entirely through 1t.

This opening is made of just sufficient size to

~ receive the reversible block 4 of the cribbage-
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board 3. The sides of this opening arestraight,
and the two ends are parallel to.- each other,

- but lie at an angle other than a right angle to
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the plane of the table. The block 4 of the
cribbage-board, which just fits in this open-
ing, has the outline in elevation of a rhom-
boid. The block of the cribbage-board is pro-
vided with the usual openings to receive the
cards and the pegs, and is also provided at 1ts
ends with recesses 5, adapted to receive bolt 6.

It is of course desirable in this class of ta-

bles to make them as light as possible. For
this reason I do not make the table as thick
as it is necessary to make the block, in order
to allow for recesses for the cards and pegs.

Upon the under side of the table is secured

a support, 7, upon which the block rests. This
support is provided with a central opening, 8,

+ e - —r=

| so that the bLlock may be readily lifted out

from below. |

1t will of course be apparent that the block
cannot drop down below the support; but 53
when the tableis closed up and inverted, as in
Fig. 4, the block would drop out unless held
in position by a suitable catch. For this pur-
pose I have provided bolt 6, which slides in a
recess cut out for it in the support 7, and en- 6o
gages one of the recesses b in the block.

9 is a stop, which may be a screw or any
similar device, to prevent the bolt from being
entirely drawn out from the support. - -

. When it is desired to use the table for play- 65
ing cribbage, the block is placed in the table
with the side upward upon which 1s the erib-
bage-board. When it is not desired to use 1t
for ecribbage, bolt 6 is withdrawn, the board
lifted out,and turned over endwise, so that the 7o

1 end that was formerly at the right will be at

the left. To insert the board in place, the for-
ward end is pushed forward and dropped down
upon the support; thenthe otherendis dropped
and secured by bolt 6, as before. Thisside of 75
the block is made perfectly smooth and of the
same material as the rest of the table-top, so
that the upper surface thereof is perfectly
smooth, except the slight crack between the
block and the table proper. - 8o
- As stated above, when the block is in posi-
tion and the bolt pushed in; the table may be
upset, turned bottom upward, or placed in
any position with perfect safety to all parts,
the pins, &ec., being held in the bloek and the 85
block being held in the table by the bolt. -
In order to provide a support for the table
‘which will hold it firmly, and which may also
‘be folded to the smallest possible compass, 1
pivot a pair of levers, 10, to a bracket, 11,up- go
on the under side of thetable. The cuter ends
of levers 10 are pivoted to levers 12, which
cross each other, and are held together by a
tenon or pivot, (not shown,) as will be more
fully. explained. At the outer ends of levers g3
12 are pivoted other levers, 14, which also
cross each other, and are secured together by
a tenon or pivot (notshown.) The lower ends
of levers 14 extend sufficient distance beyond.
the point of intersection to afford a firm sup- 1co
port for the table upon the floor. It will of
| course be understood that a similar set of
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tons themselves is such that the

levers is provided at each end of the table,
the two sets being connected by tie-strips 16.
These tie-strips are provided with tenons (not
shown) which pass through the levers, and the
ends of which are covered by washers 17,held
in place by serews 18, which pass through the
washers and engage the tenons, the tenons
themselves being free to turn in the lévers.

The especial feature of this portion of my
1nvention is that levers 12 are extended up-
ward beyond the point at which they are piv-
oted to levers10,the upper ends thereof,which
I have indicated by 19, forming supports up-
on which the opposite ends of the table rest,
as clearly shown in Fig. 2.

20 indicates {urn-buttons at the opposite
corners of the table, which are provided with
notches 21, to engage tie ends of supports 19.

These turn-buttons are pivoted just inside the |

line of the bearing-points of the supports,and
are held in their operative position by springs
22, connecting each pair of buttons.
1nto their engaged positions, but nospring ac-
tion is required to hold them in engagement,
as the location of the pivotal points of the but-
greater the
pressure upon the table the more firmly the
supports are locked in place by the buttons.
When 1t is desired to release the supports

and fold the table, it is simply necessary to

catch hold of springs 22, between the buttons,
and pull them outward.
tons inward toward each other and releases
the supports, thus permitting the whole device
to collapse instantly to the position shown in

Fig. 3. Stop-pins 23 are provided on each
side of the buttons, (sce full and dotted lines,

Fig. 4,) which prevent the spring from pull-

ing more on one button than on the other, and

which also limit the motion of the buttons, so
that they will not be forced too far apart by
the springs when the table is folded up.

It will of course be understood that the de-

5 tails of construetion may be varied within rea-

sonable limits without departine from the
spirit of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— |

1. A table-top having a central opening, 2,
with inclined ends, and a support, 7, secured

The ac- |
tion of these springs is to throw the buttons |

This draws the but-

[
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to 1ts under side, and provided with an open-
ing, 8, in combination with a block shaped to
correspond with opening 2, one end of which
18 supported by the table-top and the other
by support 7, and means, for example a bolt,
whereby the block is held in place when the
table 1s inverted. |

2. ''he combination, with a table-top, of le-
vers 10, pivoted thereto, and levers 12, pivoted
to each other and to levers 10, and provided
with extensions 19, upon which the table-top
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rests, and wmeans, for example buttons 20,

whereby said extensions are caused to support

- the table in operative position.

o. I'he table-top having buttons 20, connect-
ed by springs, brackets 11, and levers 10, piv-
oted thereto, in combination with levers 12,
pivoted to each other and to levers 10, and
provided with extensions 19, as and for the
purpose set forth.

4. The table-top, turn-buttons 20, having

notches 21, and springs 22, connecting said

turn-buttoans, 1n combination with levers 12,
having extensions 19, upon which the top
rests, and which are engaged by the buttons,

- and levers 10 and 14, pivoted as shown and

described.
5. The table-top and levers 10 and 12, the

Iatter having extensions 19, in combination

with turn-buttons 20, pivoted within the line
of the levers and having notches to engage the
extensions, and springs 22, connecting each
pair of buttons, and acting to throw them to-
ward . the extensions, and also when drawn
outward, asameans of releasing the extensions,

so that the table may be folded.

6. I'he table-top having openings 2, straight
at the sides and inclined at the ends, as shown,
and a support, 7,secured to ils under side, in

combination with a block shaped to correspond

with said opening, and having recesses 5 at its
ends and a cribbage-board on one side, and a
bolt, 6, carried by the support and adapted to
engage the recesses to lock the block in place.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.

FRANKLIN B. HILLS.

Witnesses: |
A. M. WOOSTER,
C. E. RUGGILES.
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