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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES A.WHITNEY,
of Waltham, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented an Im-

provement in Furniture-Casters, of which the
tfollowing is a specification.

The objeet of my invention is to provide a

cheap, simple, and durable furniture-caster,
in which the friction will be very materially
reduced, so as to cause the caster to more
readily swivel or turn upon its vertical Plv-
otal axis when applied to the legs of furni-
ture than those heretofore constructed and
Nnow 1n general use; and it consistsin the con
struction, combination, and arrangement of
the several parts of the caster, as hereinafter
more fully described, and specifically set forth
in the claim.

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a,
caster coustructed aceording to my invention.
Fig. 2 represents a vertical sectional elevation
of same, with spindle and wheel in position in
trame. Fig. 3 represents a perspective view
of the spindle. Fig. 4 represents a vertical
sectional elevation of the frame. |

A represents the spindle having a washer,
B, pressed or forced npon the same about mid-
length thereof, and anannular concave groove,
C,formednearthelower end thereof,and the ex-
treme lower end, D,made coniecal or oval, form-
Ing a bearing for thesaid spindle at the lower
rear portion, L, of the frame F, which is pro-

vided with a small rib, &, which enters the
sald annular groove C in the said spindle A -

when in position for use, and serves to retain
1t in place when there is no pressure upon the
wheel H, journaled between the curved wings
L of the said supporting-frame F. The pe-
riphery of the said wheel H extends to a point
very near the lower end portion, D, of the said
spindle, so as to prevent its lateral movement
away from its seated bearing If when the parts
are relieved from pressure or not inuse. The
surface of the spindle toward the said wings L,
and just below the said washer or collar B, has
a bearing against the upper end portion, K,
of the said supporting-frame F when pressure
1S applied upon the caster-wheel journaled

between the ends of the wings I, which con- |

| struction forees the lower end of the spindle

into its seat E, and thus permits the caster-
wheel H and frame to swivel or turn about the
vertical spindle in an easy and frietionless
manner, or very nearly so.

It will be seen from the above and under-
stood that the said spindle is introduced into

the top opening of the frame from the rear,.

opposite the projecting wings,on an angle,and
carried downward and brought into a vertieal
position, with its lower end resting upon its
seat. Then the wheelis placed in position be-

tween the wings, and the axle-journal is in-

serted through the openings or holes formed
through the ends of the said wings horizon-
tally, and through the hub of the said wheel,
and riveted in position, as heretofore em-
ployed for the purpose, thus completing the
caster ready to be applied to the leg of an ar-
ticle of furniture, which- has a vertical hole

formed in the lower end thereof to receive the.

upward end portion of the said spindle, which
1s to be driven therein by striking upon the
bottom face of the rear seat portion, E, until

the said washer B contacts with the lower end

of the leg, as usual; or the upward end por-
tion of the spindle may be screw-threaded,
or adapted to be secared to the end of the leg
In any well-known manner. It will be seen
and understood that thesaid rib G is so formed
as to be cast in one solid piece with the said
frame I, thus simplifying the construction
thereof. | |
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Having thus described my invention, what T

claim Is—

A furniture-caster consisting of the spindle
A, having an annular groove, C, near the
lower end, D, thereof, and a frame, I, pro-
vided with an interior rib, (&, which enters
sald groovenear the bearing E of the said spin-
dle, and "having wings I, between which the
wheel H is journaled, whereby its periphery
retains the suid spindle in position when the
caster 1s freed from pressure, as deseribed.

CHARLES A. WHITNEY.

Witnesses:
SYLVENUS WALKER,
WALTER WHITEMORE,
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