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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Wrirrray H. F. Ra1r-
SNYDER, a citizen of the United States, resid-
mg at Oil City, in the county of Venango and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Auger-Han-
dles; and I do hereby declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
imvention, such as will enable others skilled
In the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. |

This invention relates to anger-handies; and
1t consists in certain improvementsin the con-
struction thereof, as will hereinafter fully ap-
pear. |
The 1nvention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, as follows:

Figure 1 is a view of the auger-handle com-
plete, looking at thelower side. Fig. 2 shows
the various parts composing the handle, part
1n horizontal section and part in elevation.
Fig. 3 is a transverse section on the line z &
in Fig. 2, showing the parts B B separated
as 1n that figure and the anger-stem in place.

A A are the ends of the handle. B B com-
pose the middle section of the handle. in whieh
the anger-stem is held. The middle section
Is bifurcated longitudinal'y, thus forming the
parts B B, The part B is provided with
screw-shanks 4 b, onto which the end pieces
serew. The parts B B’ have inclined ends ¥,
and the end pieces, A, have flaring mouths «/,
whichfit upon the inclined ends?’, so that when

‘the end pieces are screwed entirely upon the

middle section the two parts B B are held
together, as seen in IMig. 1. The parts B B’
are cast hollow, and each has on its inner
wall cone-shaped lugs §*, which set in coiled
springs C C. These springs are to open or
spread apart the two parts B B’ when the
handle ends are unscrewed. On the under
side of each piece B B, and in the middle

thereof, there is a semicircular noteh, 2% and

on the upper side, and opposite the noteh on
the lower side, there is a rectangular notch,
b", and these notches, when the parts are
brought together, will embrace the end of the
auger-stem. The semicircular notches em-
brace the round neck of the stem just below
the head, and the angular notches embrace the
squared end or head of the stem, and there-

‘fore the auger-stem cannot turn within the

handle nor be pulled out of the handle. To

give a firm bearing for the squared head, I |

| form a lug of metal on the inner walls of the

parts B B’ at the point where the angular
notches are formed. The two parts B B, it
will be seen, form a clamp, which is closed by
the inclined surfaces ¢’ on the end pieces, A,
moving upon the inclined surfaces &’ on the
middle pieces, B B’, as the end pieces are
screwed onto the serew-shanks b » on the part
B. The clamp is opened by unscrewing the
end pieces and allowing the spring C to nove
the part B" away from the part B. It will
only be necessary to unserew the pieces A A
far enough to allow the clamp to open cnough
to let the head of the anger-stem slip out.

The handle will be made of malleable cast-
iron, and will be so cored out as to make it
very thin and light.

1 am aware of the construction shown in

Letters Patent No. 309,313, to William A.

Peck, dated December 16, 1884, and I hereby
disclaim the same as forming any part of my
Invention. |

What I claim as new is—

I. Inanauger-handle, the combination, with

- the end pieces or handles, A A, of a elamp lo-

cated between said end pieces and operated
thereby, which is provided with jaws which
are formed to receive the squared head of the
auger-stem and embrace the neck below the
head, and thereby hold the auger against both
torsional and longitudinal movement.

2. In an auger-handle, the combination,
substantially as herein shown, of the auger-
stem clamp B B, with screw-threaded shanks
b b and sloping shoulders »’ 0, and the han-
dles A A, screwing onto the shanks 2 b, and
embracing said sloping shoulders ¥’ ' with
their flaring mouths «’ «'.

>. In an auger-handle, the combination,
substantially as herein shown, of the handles
A A, having internal screw-threads, « «, and
flaring mouths «' «, with the clamping-seec-
tion, consisting of the jaws B B/, having slop-
ing shoulders §" " at their ends, screw-shanks
b b at the ends of the jaws B’, notches »* * on
the jaw -faces, spring-seating lugs &* within
the jaw-cavities, and the contained Springs
C C.
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

presence of two witnesses,
W. H. F. RAIFSNYDER.
YWitnesses::
F. W. HAvS,
JAMES W. PLIMPTON.
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