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10 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HowARD T. SIMONS, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Cambridge, in the county of Guernsey and

s State of Ohio, have invented certainnew and
useful Improvements in Trace-Buckles; and 1
do hereby declare that the following 1s a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to

10 which 1t appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to theaccompanyvingdraw-

ings, which form a part of this specification,.

and in which-— |
- Figure 1 1s a perspective view of my 1mi-
13 proved trace-buckle, showing 1t attached to a
tug and trace. IFig. 2 18 a longitudinal sec¢-
tional view of the same, and Fig. 3 18 a per-
spective view of the parts composinn‘ the
buckle.

Similar letters of reiercnce 1ndlmte corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

My invenfion has relation to buckles, espe-
cially adapted for trace-buckles; and it con-
sists in the improved counstruction and com-
¢ bination of parts of the same, as hereinatter
more fully described and clfumed

In-the accompanying drawings, the letter A
indicates the tug, theend of which is doubled,
as usual, to form the transverse eye B, and G
is the trace. The forward cross-bar, D, of the
tug portion of the buckle 1s secured in the
transverse eye of the tug, and this tug por-
tion E consists, furthermore, of two outward-
Iy-curved side pieces, I' F, and a plate, G,
35 which connects the rear ends of the gside
pieces, and which is provided upon its inner
side W1th an inwardly-projecting pin or lug, H.

The locking portion I of the buckle conmst-s
of a frame ha-ving an aperture, J, through
which passes the rear end of the tug portion
of the buckle, and which has at both sides
notches or recesses IL, for the easy accommo-
dation of the side pieces of the tug portion,
~and the rear side of this aperture has a notch
or recess, 1, at its middle, into which the end
of the lug fits when the buckle 1s closed.
Wide bails M and N project from the upper
and lower side pilece of the locking portion
for the attachment of the back and belly
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g0 bands, and a bail, O, projects from the rear |

-(Nn model.)

 end of the locking portion, and is curved

slightly outward, allowing the billet of the
trace to pass through it. The cnd piece of
this bail is provided with a smaller bail, I, to
which the strap from the breeching in a set of 55
double harness may be attached. The billet

of the trace is provided with the usual perio-
rations, Q, into which the lug may fit. 1t will .
now be seen that when the end plate and the
carved side picces of the tug portion are in- 60
serted through the aperture in the locking
portion the billet of the trace may be 1n-
serted through the bail at the rear end of the
locking portion and under the end plate of
the tug portion, where its perforation mayen- 55
cage the lug and be held by the same, the end

of the billet passing above the forward end
piece of the locking por tion, and being secured

in a box or loop, R, upon the tug. The billet

of the trace will bear outward upon the rear 7o
end of the locking portion and 1nward upon

the forward end of the same, and the notehed

end of the aperture of theloclzm o portion will
thus have the edges of the notch bearmn upon
the sides of the inner end of thelug, prevent- 75
ing the perforation in the trace from becoming
disengaged from the lug.

It follows that this buckle may be used for
other purposes besides as a trace-buckle, and
that when it is not used as a trace-buckle the
bails upon the sides and end of the locking
portion may be dispensed with; or other bails
more suitable for their special purposes may
be added.

Having thus described myinvention, I claim 8t
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the

| United States—

1. In a buckle composed of two &epambk
parts, the combination of one portion, having
curved side bars and astraight end piece,and an
end plate having an inwcu dly-projeeting lug,
with the other portion having an aperture for
the passage of the end plate and the ends of the
curved side pieces, and having a notch in the
outer side of its aperture for fhe reception of g5
the projecting lug, and having a bail curved
slightly up at lts outer end, as Cand for thepmn
pose shown and set forth.

2. In a buckle coniposed of two parts, the
combumtmn of a tug portion having its end 100
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bar adapted to be secured to the tug, and hav- | ab its 1'eér end, formed with a bail upon its
ing outwardly-curved side pieces and an end | end piece, as and for the purpose shown and
plate at their rear ends provided with an in- | set forth.

- wardly-projecting lug, with a locking portion In testimony that I claim the fore*going as
5 having an aperture for the passage of the end | my own I have hereunto affixed m¥y signature 15
plate and formed with notches at the sides for | in presence of two witnesses. |

the curved side pieces of the tug portion, and HOWARD T. SIMONS.
with a notch in its rear side to receive the end Witnesses: | B | o

of the lug, and having wide bails at its upper | THOS. W. OGIER,
10 and lower sides, and an outwardly-curvedbail | ~  'W. A. CARPENTER.
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