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REVERSIBLE LATCH.

SPECIPI'CATION iorming part of Letters Patent No. 350,691, dated October 12, 1886,

Apvplication filed Augunst 30, 1886.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES H. MONTGOM-
ERY, of Branford, in the county of New Haven
and State of Connectieut, have invented a new
Improvementin Rever-ible Latches; and I do
hereby declare the following, when taken in
connection with accompanying drawings, and
the letters of reference marked thereon, to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the same,
and which said drawings constitute part of
this specification, and represent, in—

Figure 1, an inside view of the latch portion
of the case; Fig. 2, a vertical central section
through theslide, showing the friction-spring.

This invention relates to an improvement in
that class of reversible latches in which the
tail of the bolt is engaged with a lateraliy-pro-
jecting stud on a lever or some movable part

of the latch mechanism, and from which stud
the tail, when free, may be removed and the
latch turned for either a right or left hand
door, and then replaced upon the stud, and is
an 1mprovement upon the latch for which Let-

ters Patent No. 39,280 were granted J uly 21,
1863.

To hold the tail of the latch upon the stud,
the case is provided with a slide working in
the plane of the tail of the latch, and so as to
be moved to a position upon the side of the
tail opposite the stud, and when so set upon
the tail the bolt, while free to be moved, can-
not escape from its engagement with the stud,
but by drawing the slide away from the tail
the bolt is free to be removed or reset.

- The class of latches to which my invention
Specially relates is usually what are called
“‘rim-latches’’—that is to say, a case adapted
to be fitted upon the surface of the door in
contradistinetion toa mortise-latch constructed
to be set into a mortise in the edge of the door.
_In illustrating my invention I show only
the latch mechanism. A represents the case,
1n which the bolt B is arranged, its tail ¢ ex-
tending rearward, with a hole near its rear
ennd corresponding to a stud, D, on the slide
or lever E, as the case may be, which is actu-
ated by the knob-spindle working through the
hub F. This construction is common and well
known. When it is desired to reverse the
latch, the tailis turned laterally to take it from.
the stud D, and so as to permit the bolt to be
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| the tail is again set over thestud D. Through
the top of the case a slide, G, is arranged, ex-
tending downward, and so as to lap upon the 55
side of the tail of the latch opposite the stud.
The upper end of the slide extends through
the case in the form of a handle, H, and has
a slot corresponding to the width of the slide
G. Theslide issupported upon a stud, I, fixed 60
in the case and extending through a siot, J,
in the slide, and so that the slide may be raised
from the tail, as indicated in broken lines, to
leave the bolt free to be reversed; but when
the slide is down, its upper end below the han- 65
dle stands inside the case, and in that condi-
tion the slide is free to be turned backward or
forward upon the stud I as a pivot. On the
forward edge of the slide is a projection, K,
which normally stands above a shoulder, I, 7o
on the head of the latch, as seen in Fig. 1,
Now, if when the bolt is out, as seen in Fig.
1, the slide G be turned forward, as indicated
in broken lines, the projection K will come
down in rear of the shoulder L on the bolt 75
and there stand in the path of the bolt, and
S0 as to prevent its being drawn into the case,
thus holding the latch-bolt securely locked
against possible action of its pivot to release
the latch. The sliding handle upon the top of 8o
the case with the slotin the caseindicates that
the movement of that handle forward or back-
ward will lock the latch-bolt, and no one would
naturally think of drawing the handle upward
when the latch was attached to the door, so that 83
there is no liability of the slide being drawn
away from the tail of the bolt, so as to permit
accidental displacement of the latch-bolt. The
movement of the slide is only necessary in ap-
plying the latch tothedoor. 'When once ap- g¢
plied, there is no further occasion for raising it;
but as a preventive of any such action one of
the fastening-screws is introduced through a
hole, M, in the case above the extension K when
the slide 1s in the down position, and so that gg
the screw thus introduced as a means of se-
curing the lock will prevent the possible rais-
ing of the slide, and so that when on the door
1t can only receive its oscillating movement
upon its own pivot. | 1CO
AsS a frictional device to prevent accidental
oscillation of the slide, I arrange a spring, N,
(see Fig. 2,) in one side of the slide around

withdrawn for reversal, and when returned | the pivot, and so as to bear the slide against
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N. PETERS, Photo-Lithographer. Washington, . C.
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