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- their upper ends upon the same general level J

cabinet, showing one of the slides or drawers
~ open, and the prints being exhibited and laid |

similar cabinet bhaving the slides or drawers

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

i

ISAAC W. HEYSINGER, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

CABINET FOR PRINTS, B_OOKS_., &c.

SPECIFICATION iorming part of Letters Patent No. 350,588, dated October 12 1886
Apphcatmn filed April 8, 1836, Serial No. 198,175. (Model.) |

1o all whom it may concern:

Be 16 known that I, IsAAc W. HEYSINGER, -
of Philadelphia, in the county of Phlladelphla,
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented a
certain new and useful Improvement in Cab-
inets for Prints, Books, &c., of which the fol--
lowing is a full clear, and exact description,
reference bemg had to the drawings which ae-'
company and form a part of this specifica-
tion, in which— | 'ﬂ
| F1gure 118 a view from beneath of a prmb
cabinet embodying myinvention. Fig. 2 isa
longitudinal vertical section through the pring-
containing drawers or slides. Fig.3isatrans-.
verse vertical section through. the middle.
Fig. 4 1s a" perspective view of a part of the

il

out upon the top or cover of the table. Fig,
5 18 a view from above, the cover being par-

the locking-board. Fig. 6 is a side view of a
part of the cabinet partially broken away to
show the position of a slide or drawer open
for use. Fig. 7 shows the cabinet mounted
upon trunnions at the ends thereof to enable
the same to be inclined to one side or the other.
Fig. 8 18 one of my cabinets embodied in a
parlor or other ornamental table. Fig. 9 is a

arranged for books, instead of prints or draw-
ings, and having a cenbrally -hinged instead of
longlbudlnally -sliding covér; and Fig. 10'is a
view of a modification of my cabinet,in which
the slides are inclined in an opposite dlretblon
to those shown in the other figures. |

The lettering in all the figures is uniform.

My invention relates to the coustruction of
a cabinet or case for containing prints, en- |
gravings, drawings, maps, plans, books, &e. , 1D
a serles of separate receptacles, slides dmwers,.
or portiolios. |

My invention consists, first, in the construc-
tion of a table—such, for 1nstanee, as a library, |
parlor, or architectural drafting-table—with a
sliding cover to move longitudivally in guides:
to and tro, so as.t0 uncover one or both ends
of the table structure beneath, and having un-
derneath the said cover a semes of inclined
receptacles, slides, or drawers, or two oppo-
sitely- mclmed series, the said drawers having

| ient.

| 50 as readily to be drawn upward above the

level of the said table-eover when the same
has been pushed back in its guides, so as to
expose the upper end of one or more of the
said inclined drawers. When the drawer is
thus drawn upward by the hand, a suitable
hand-hold being prowded at the upper end
thereof,it is locked in an open position by suit-
able catches or notches, so that.the prints, &ec.,
contained therein may be readily examined in

a raised position, and may be successwely laid.

over upon the table-cover in front of the said
glideordrawer. Portfoliosalso may be kept in
thése drawers for use in asimilar way, and by
inserting transverse shelves in the drawers

55

prints of various sizes, or books for students,

&c., may be readily kept secure, and adapted

for eXhIDIGIOD or use at a moment’s notice.
As the slides when loaded with prints, &ec.,
are somewhat heavy, their inclined posﬂslon

70

makes it easy to draw them out, as the end of

the table or cabinet serves as a suppoxt for one

hand while the other hand raises the slide or

drawer. When raised to a suitable height,the

75

drawers drop back into their notches and are

locked by their own gravity, and the prints
from their backward inclination have no tend-
ency to topple over. The slides also occupy-

Ing the line of the hypotenuse of a right-an-

gled triangle of which the height of the table

30

is the altitude are correspondingly longer, so

that in a table of moderate height prints or
plans of large size may be securely kept ready
without bandling for exhibition or use. Stu-
dents, artists, and professional men will find
the cabinet exceedmgly compact and conven-
When books are-used, I prefer to have
the sliding cover close aga,mst the lower part
of the books on each shelf, so that, as in the

90

case of text-books, the same may be held open

by the 1mpmn'ement of the cover against the
lower edge of the open book, while a lemcon
&e., may be consulted upon the. table.

The second. part of my invention consists in

providing the cabinet deseribed with pivoted

bearings or trunnions at the ends, supported

upon suitable legs, so as to enable the cabinet;

to be laterally inclined for purposes of exhi-

bition, &e., and held in sueh inclined position,

93
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so that an observer seated upon a chair at the
side of the cabinet may be enabled to examine .

prints, &e., as they are laid down upon the




2

inclined -table-cover, which, in such ecase, 1
provide, usually, with guard-rails to prevent

~ the prints, &c., from slipping off at the side

IO

as they are successively turned out upon the

table. | |

The third part of my invention consists 1n
the construction of the locking devices,where-
by the cabinet may be opeued at one end or

the other, or may be entirely locked up by the |

use of a single key, and in various other mat-

ters of detail hereinatter deseribed.

5
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“wood or iron.

Referring to the drawings, A (see Fig. 2) is
atable provided with a downwardly-extending
inclosed case reaching nearly to the floor, and
having inclined ends, as shown. This case or
box is provided with a bottom, G, and vertical
sides, and is nearly as wide and as long as the
cover of thetable B. It is provided with legs
or supports C C, (see Fig. 1,) which are braced

Dy the cross-bars D D, Figs. 1 and 2, and have

casters, I E, beneath, for moving the table

about. Along the upper and outer part of the

sides of the case extends on each side a strip

or tongue, A’ A’, Figs. 3 and 6, which, with the

grooves upon the inner sides of the guide-bars
B’ B’ of the cover B, form guides, so that the |
table-cover may be slid longitudinally to and
fro to expose one or the other end of the case

A, or to cover the entire case, as may be de-

‘sired. The said cover B, which 1s practically

an ordinary table-cover when in use, may be

350,588

tially pulled out, I provide atransverse board
or cross-strip wide enough to nearly touch the
under side of the drawer which slides 1n front.
These cross-pieces form the ends of the draw-
ers and complete the same. Where smaller
prints or drawings are to be accommodated,
or for hocks, &c., I provide other intermedi-
ate cross-pieces, both transverse and vertical,
30 as to divide the drawers into smaller sec-
tions. To lock these drawers when open, 1

| prefer to cut the ends of the strips U U at the

top at an angle, as shown in Fig. 6, and notch
the ranners of the drawers ' on their under
side, so that as the drawer is pulled upward,
when the cross-piece S, Fig. 6, 18 on a level
with the top of the table-cover B, the notches
R* will drop over the ends of the strips U and
the drawer F be held securely open. Toclose

it, the drawer is pulled up a little and tilted.
‘slightly forward; when the notches will disen-

gage themselvesand the drawer slidedown the
ways U U to its place, when the cover I3 may

| bepushed backto its place over the case A, and

“of plain wood or cloth-covered, and 18 prefer-

ably provided underneath the ends with trans-

erecping around underneath 8o as to enter the
case A and damagethe contents.

The sides of

a series of parallel inclined strips, U U U U,
Figs. 2, 6, 9, preferably parallel with the in-

be three or four inches apart, more or less,
according to circumstances, and may be of
Asseen 1n Figs, Z2and 8, these
strips U U tend to cross each other as they

" meet at their lower ends, upon diagonal lines,

50
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so that the inner ones become shorter and
shorter. This shortening may be altogether
upon the part of the strips U U at one end, or

may alternate, as shown in the figures. These

strips U U may project inward from the sides
an inch, perhaps, or they may be complete

Thesides are
- fully protected by theoverhanging guide-strips

and dovetail groove B’ B’ A" A’ '
‘the case A, inside the same, are provided with |

‘verse grooves B* B to prevent water from

“clined ends of the said case A. These parallel
‘strips U U, which serve as guides for theslides
‘or drawers, to be hereinalter described, may

parallel partitions extending entirely across
~ the case A, to form separate compartments

55

when sliding drawers are not used, or for other

‘reasons. . Between each pair of these stripsor

ways U U are runners arranged to fit the
same, which are usually as wide as the strips
U U, and each pair of runners are united by a
back board extending across the case A, so
that the runners and back boards slide up or
down like an inclined drawer. Near the bot-
tom of the runners, leaving enough space below

to afford a support for the drawer when par-

the article will serve the purpose of an ordr-
nary table. - |

For small prints, books, &e¢., 1 use several
cross-boards, S 8 & (see Figs. 2,6, and 9, ) and
also a correspondingseries of notches, b R R,
Fig. 6. Toadmit the noteh R or R,1t is some-
times necessary to cut away alittie of the frong
sides of the strips U U, upop which the drawer

slides, partway down, so that the top may drop

back more readily when not fully open, The
drawer is supported in an inclined position,
when open, by the impingement of the front
side of the lower ends of the ranners .at W,

70
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Fig. 6, against the rear of thestrips U in'front

of the drawer and by the engagement and sap-
port of the runner at R* against the rear strip
at U’. It will be seen that the drawers may

105

be thus held open at various points, or may

be drawn entirely out and used as a portfolio
of tray in other parts of the room or else-
where, and be afterward returned to the cab-
inet for safe keeping. Toprevent prints when

‘luid upon the drawers singly from slipping
down over the cross-bars S8 5% Fig. 6, I some-

times use a flexible strip of felt or rubber, some-
thing likeaso-called ¢ weather-strip,’” whichI
attach, as shown at Y Y’ Y? to the cross-bars,
and which, when the drawers areslipped down

“will form a tight flexible unionagainst the back

of the drawer in front, and will readily bend
over when the prints are laid over it upon
the table while in use. 1 sometimes, as at Y/,

LIC

115

120

Fig. 6, prolong this hinged strip toforma tlap

In other cases I hold
prints down flatly by a square of paste-

or cover to the drawer.
the

‘board, or the like, laid upon the prints while

in the drawer. - As the sliding cover 1B 18
pushed back from one end or the other, 1t will
expose the upper ends of the'drawers at one or
the other end, and the drawers may be drawn
out, and the prints luid over upon theend of
the table-cover adjacent to the front of the
drawer without removing the books or other

‘things likely to be lying upon the middle of

130
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the table at the time. The longitudinal move-
ment of the cover B sufficient to expose an ex-

‘tent of twenty inches of drawers will not be
‘sufficient to endanger the stability of the table

from overbalance. - It is also sometimes con-

“venient, when writing, toslip out the cover to
one end to secure better light or for other rea-

sons, which can be done without reference to
the drawers or their uses. To lock the sliding
cover B, which also of course secures 1he
drawers and their contents, I use the device
shown in the different "gures -Other equiv-

. alent means may be used, of course.

I5

In the triangular space shown in Figs. 2 and
6, and which is formed by the inner lines of
the inclined drawers, 1 usually place a trans-

- verse drawer, H, "ﬂh]Ch slides in and out like

~the drawers eommouly used 1n desks, &c.

Above this drawer H, and 1111medlate]y be-

neath the grooved side bans B’ B/,of the cover

B, I provide a tra‘nsvelselv sliding board, I,
extendmg entirely across thetable,and havmﬂ

- 1ts ends projecting out somewhat from the

25
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sides thereotf. This board I may be of any
width, {from a simple locking-strip to a boar d
say, twenty inches wide, and which, Wheu
drawn out, will make a Supplemenlal y shelf
or table for writing, trimming prints, etching,
or other purposes
hoard I is controlled by a stop or cross-piece,
I*, which I prefer to fix at such point as will
enable the board to be drawn out principally
on one side, the other side having only suffi-
cient motion to enable the end of the board to
be concealed by the sides of the table, as will
be showno.
frame of the table, asshown inthe difterent fig-
ures. Underneath the ends of the board I are
notches I’ I to-enable the same to be drawn
out when hlr]den by the frame of the table.
In 1ts normal position the board I projecis
fromthe frame of thetable A at each side, (see

Fig. 3,) immediately under the side bms B
B', of the cover B. To the under side of B,

at each side, is a lug. B* or BY, (see Fig. 1,)
one of the smd lugs abutting against one side
of the locking: board I and the other against
the oppositeside. Astheselugsengage against
the sidesof I, the cover B ean be moved neither

» to one side nor the other, but will be firmly
“secured agaw&.h heavy usage.

and key, K, (see Fig. 3,) in the frame A Jocks

- the board I in place and secures the whole.

~the rig

60

When the board 1 18 unlocked, if it be
inward, so as to-lie flush with the frame of A,

the cover B may be pushed longitudinally to
ght, as the lug B’ will pass the end of T

w1th0ub contact; but on its return the oppo-
site lug, B, W]ll 1mpinge against the side of [
a8 1t projects at the other side and suddenly
arrest the motion of the cover Bat the middie
point.
so as to expose the drawers at the opposite
end of -the case A, the projecting board I is
pushed inward until the end is flush with the

. trame of A, when the lug B* will-clear the ob-

struction,and the cover may be pushed to the

| tion, (see Fi
| with 1it, if so deswed The space above the

‘The sliding motion of this.

This stop I abuts agamsb the

A common lock

pushed

To enable 1t to pass this middle point

' lefb being again arrested on its return by the

11111:nnn*ementof the lug B’against the now pro-
jecting opposite end of 1. BV these means the
cover B, which 18 heavy, and may be loaded
with books ornaments, &c and would be dif-
ficult to decurately adj ast to a key-hole, is
brought up sharply to its place and much more

securely held than could be done by a simple

key bolt. The board I, which is quite light,
may be readily adjusted to the key-hole. The
drawer H, I show as triangular in cross-sec-
- 3,) and I modify or dispense

board I and between the sides of the case A,

occupying the space extending from one set of

drawers to the other, I form into a shallow
box or tray, Z, Figs. 2 and 3, which isuncov-
ered by Slldmﬂ‘ back the cover B, and which

70-

75

80

35

[ use for holdmgloose prints, mounts, asmall -

easel, an etching-bath, various tools or for

snch other purposes as may be found most con-

venient.,

As shown in Figs. 2 and 4, I provide the
drawers F F' F*, &e., with hand- holds Or open-
ings T,toenable them tobe more readily drawn

ott. Other similar devices may be used in-

stead, of course, if preferred. -
Where my cabinet is to be used exclquely

for galleries, print-stores, or exhibition pur-

poses, I render it more eonvement by mount-
Ing the case A and its coacting parts upon
trunmons at the ends thereor and which
form a modification of the ordmary form of
legs shown 1n the otherfigures. This pivoted
arrangement 18 shown in Fig. 7.
of the box orcase A, I provide a pivoted bear-
1ng or trunnion, O, which supports the case
A,with all its parrs upon the expanded legs C,
the bottom parts of which are connected by
bars M M,extending beneath the case A-from

Ateach end -

90
05
IOO

[C5

one support C to the other, and so arranged

near the floor that the case A, when rocked
upon the pivots O, will clear the sald bars M.
The pivot O is so plae ed as to nearly balance
the case A as it rotates. 1 provide a hood,
B, if necessary, to assist in sustaining the
welght of the cabinet A upoun the trunnions O,
as this weight is often ver y considerable.

- To fix the cabinet at various angles of ineli-
nation, I provide a seriesof holes, A* A* A? A?,
concentric with the pivot O, and a, pm L
passed through the hole C, will sceure the
same at any angle desired. 1 sometimes use
other well-known fastenings; but the pin and
holes will serve the purpose equa]ly well.

To prevent.the prints, &c., when laid out
upon the table-cover B, from Shppmq off when
the same 1s-inclined, 1 provide guard-rails P
P, along the sides or B, Fig. 7, against which
the prints will rest at thPII' lower mar gins when

“laid over from the drawers F upon the said

cover B. I sometimes fix these guard-rails
P P permanently, and sometinies make them
detachable.

In Fig. 81 show an ornamental parlor table
conqtlmted for use with my cabinet, in which
smaller prints—say two feet or less In size—

[IO

115

I2C

130
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may be kept for safety or show. Theslidesin |
this figure come to an apex below, and the
whole construction is very clearly shown.

In Fig. 9 the slides or drawers are simply

s modified in shape and size, but not In opera- |
tion. It is adapted to hold books, and the |
cover is shown hinged at its center, instead of

~ gliding to the right orleft, which is not, in my
judgment, so good as the sliding cover, but

10 may have some special advantages under cer-
tain circumstances—want of room, &c.

In Fig. 10 the slides or drawers incline out-
wardly as they descend, instead of inwardly.
This gives a space under the table for the legs

15 of a sitter, and also shows the prints, &c.,
nearer the end of the same, as they front out-
wardly; but I do not prefer this form for vari-
ous obvious reasons.

All these modifications are contained in the

-0 invention, as shown, and may be indifferently
applied without departing from the essential
features thereof. |

I am aware that various cases having one
or more inclined receptacles have been in use

25 heretofore, and that show-cases have been made
or used with trays in an inclined position,
and I do not claim any of the above features
broadly, but confine myself to the invention
as herein described and claimed.

30 Having now described my invention, what
I claini, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— |

1. ‘A combined table and cabinet for draw-
ings, prints, or books, consisting of a ease, A,

35 having inclosed sides, a series of inclined re-
ceptacles or drawers, F F, opening upward
within the said case A, in combination with
the removable table-cover B, constructed to
protect the upper ends of the said receptacles

10 or be removed to expose thre same, substan-
tially as deseribed. B '

2.” 1n combination with the case A,longitudi-
nally sliding and guided cover B, and series of
inclined drawers ¥ I’ B, the transversely-ad-

45 justable board I, together with thediagonally-
opposite locking-lugs B® B the whole con-
striucted to operate substantially as described.

3. The combination, with a table case or cab-

inet, A, having a removable and adjustable

so cover, B, and a series of drawers o pening up-
ward upon the same general level, of the hand-
holds T, for operating the same, substantially
as described. |

4. A cabinet for holding and exhibiting

g pictures, consisting of a table provided with
a longitudinally sliding and guided cover and
an inclosed case beneath the same opening
upward, and provided with a series of in-
clined slides or drawers adapted to contaln

60 pictures, and to be successively drawn up-
ward when the said cover has been partially
removed, said drawers being held open by
stops or catches, so as to exhibit the pictures
contained therein, the same being protected

- 65 from injury by the said sliding cover when the

same is in place, substantially as described. |

5. In a case or cabinet, the double series of
oppositely-inclined slides or drawers F F' F
F? B¢ F* F® F° the said drawers sliding be-

tween guide-strips U U, and provided with 70

catches R, R/, or R? adapted to engage with
the frame of the case A and secure the said-
drawers in an open or partially-open position,
substantially as and for the purposes described.

6. In a case or cabinet, the guide -strips U 75
U, the series of inclined drawers F F’' F* F,

| the eross-strips S, 8, or & the locking-catches

R R/, the side strips, F, having abutment W
at the lower end thereof to impinge against
the rear side of the guide-strips U in front, to
and abutment R? to bear against the strip U
behind, so.as to support the said drawer In an
open position, substantially as described. |

7. The case or cabinet for prints, &c., con-

sisting of a removable cover, B; a series of 1n- 85

clined drawers or receptacles, F E I con-
tained in an inclosed case, A, beneath the said
cover B and opening upward upon the same
general level, in combination with support-

| ing-legs at the ends of the said case A, pro- 9o

vided with trunnions between which the said
case is pivoted by the opposite pins or sup-
ports, O O, and the stops A? and bolt or catch
L, the whole constructed to operate substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth. 05
8. In combination with the case A, sliding
and guided cover B, upwardly-inclined slides
or drawers F F’ 2, &c., trunnions O O, sup-
ports C C, and connecting bar or bars M, the
cuard-rails P P, substantially as deseribed.  :co
9. In combination with the ease A and in-
clined slides or drawers F F' F?, the transverse
divigions 8§ & §? and the catches R R" R%
adapted to support the said drawers at differ-
ent elevations, substantially as described. - 1035
~10. In combipation with the case A and
one or more inclined slides or drawers, F, hav-
ing cross-bars S &, the flexibly-binged Haps
Y, substantially as and for the purpose de-
seribed. | | | 110
11. A table case or cabinet consisting of
case A, legs C C, longitudinally sliding and
ouided cover B, double series of oppositely-

“nelined slides or drawers F F I* B° B° B,

and the board I or drawer H, interposed be- 115
tween the said double series of slides in the
case A and moving transversely thereto, sub-
stantially as described. -

12. In combination with the case A, sliding
and guided cover B, having lugs B® B, adapted 120
to engage against the ends of a transverse
locking-bar, the locking-board I, constructed
to be pushed in at either side of the case A
flush with the same, to give ciearance for the
lug B? or BY, and to be drawn out at one side 125
to form a supplementary desk or table, sub-
stantially as described. |

ISAAC W. HEYSINGER.

Witnesses: |
J. LOREN HEYSINGER,
M. B. FENNINGER.
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