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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, THOMAS EDWARD CORK-
HILL, Jr., a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Mount Ayr, in the county of Ring-
gold and State of Iowa, have invented a new |
and useful Improvement in Car-Couplings, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
car-couplings; and it consists in the peculiar
construction and combination of devices,that
will be more fully set forth hereinafter, and
particularly pointed out in the claims. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a wvertical
longitudinal sectional view of a car-coupling
embodying my improvements. Fig. 2isa top
plan view of the same. |

A represents a portion of the car-body to l
which the coupler is attached.

" B represents the draw-head, which is se-
cured on the underside of the car in the usual l

manner, and 1s provided at its front end with
the usual mouth, G, to receive the coupling-
link D. S '

ki represents a coupling-jaw, which is piv-
oted in the draw-head by the bolt F, and ex- |
tends longitudinally in the draw-head for a
suitable distance, and is provided af its front
end with a depending lip, G, which extends
to the bottom of the draw-head, and is ar- |
ranged across the opening or mouth at the
front end thereof, The front side of the lip
1S beveled, so as to adapt the coupling-link,
when 1t strikes against the lip on entering
the draw-head to raise the free end of the jaw
so as to clear the link and permit it to enter
the draw-head, and the coupling-jaw is then |
forced downwardly to its initial pesition by a
colled spring, H, which bears upon the up-
per side of the coupling-jaw. A shoulder, I,
is formed in the lower side of the draw-head
at a sultable distance from the mouth, and the |
coupling-link strikes against the said shoulder
when 1t enters the draw-head.

K represents a transverse rock:shaft, which

|

side of the ear. This rock-shaft is provided-
at its -center with a crank, I, and the said
crank 1s connected to the coupling-jaw by
means of a rod or chain, M. The ends of the
rock-shaft extend to the sides of the car, and |

A

links O are attached. | l

P represents a rod,which extends vertically
on the front side of the car, the upper end of

| the sald rod extending to the top of the car, 55

and the lower end thereof being connected to
the crank L. A ring or loop is formed in
the upper end of the rod P, by means of
which it may be drawn upwardly by a person
stationed on the top of the car, so as to part-
ly rotate the rock-shaft and cause the free
end of the coupling-jaw to be raised, so as to
disengage the link in order to uncouple the
car. The same. result may be effected by a
person standing on the ground on either side
of the car by means of the crank-arms N.
When the coupling-jaw is raised so as to dis-
engage the link, it may be maintained in
that position by engaging the links O with.
hooks or pins R,which project from the sides
of the car. | |

When the coupling is secured in its ele-
vated position, it will be understood that two
cars provided with my form of coupling may
come together without becoming coupled. 75
When, however, the coupling-jaw is in its
normal position, the cars will become auto-
matically coupled when they come together.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim— | o |

1. In a car-coupling, the combination of
the draw-head having the shoulder I on its
lower side at a distance from its mouth, and
the jaw I, pivoted in the draw-head, and
having a depending lip, G, at its free end, 8¢
adapted to bear normally on the lower side of
the draw-head, the said lip being inelined on
1ts outer side, substantially as deseribed. |

2. In a car-coupling, the combination of
the draw-head having the shoulder I on its gc
lower side, the jaw I, pivoted in the draw-
head, and having the depending lip at its free
end, the spring bearing downwardly on the
jaw, and the rock-shaft having the arm con-
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| nected to the jaw, substantially as described. 9z

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
Ppresence of two witnesses. '

THOMAS EDWARD CORKHILE, Jr.
Witnesses:

S. A. LESAN,
M. E. CASE,
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