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To all whom it may concerr:
Beitknownthat i, NATITANIEL BAT
WIN, a cilizen ol the Tnited States, and a resi-
dent of ITyde Park, in the county of Cook and
State of 111111015, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Musical Toys; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
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clear, and exact description of the same, ref-

erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, formmﬁ a part of this specification.

Thls invention relates to improvements in
that type of musical or sound-producing toys
in which the breath is blown across & stretched
reed or membrane, so as to cause the same to
vibrate and prod nee a sound; and the present
improvement has for its obj ect to provide such
class of toys wilth a simple, convenient, and
cffective means for instantly changing the de-
oree of tension of the sound-pr odumnn nem-
bmne so as to produce notes or sounds of a
hlghe]. or lower piteh, at the will of the op-
crator. I attain such objects by the construc-
tion and arrangement of parts illustrated 1n
the accompanying drawings, in which-

Fig. 1isa perspective view of my improved
toy; Kig. ‘5’, a longitudinal seetion of the same,
and Fig. 3 a transverse section at line x «.

Similar letters off reference indicate like
paris in the several views.

eferring to the drawings, A represents the
frame or body of the toy, prelerably of wood,

- but which may be of any other suitable ma-

terial, and of any desired outer confignration,
ns the judgment or taste of the maker may
- suggest.  Centrally in sald body 1s formed
an elmagn.t-e{l passage or throat, @, extending
through said body, and in which 18 arranged
the extensible recd or membrane I3, that 1s fix-
edly secured ab one end in a recess, «', of the
» body A in any well-known manner. The other
end, b, of said membrane passes {reely through
flpass..w e,«’, to theoutside of the toy, soasto De
erasped b}) the thumb and finger of the oper-
ator and enable the tension of the membrane
to be regulated so as to produce a sound of
the desired piteh. When desired, the frec
end b of said membrane may be provided with
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a bead or projection, 0, so as to enable the op-
erator to.more firmiy grasp and hold the same.
The reed or membrane B is preferably formed
of a strip of elastic india-rubber, yet any other
suitablematerial can beemployedinstead with-
oub departing from the spirit of mylnvention.
The shape of the reed can similarly be modi-
fied from a flat strip, as shown, to a round or
other shaped reed, 1f desired.

My device 1n use is intended to be placed
between the lips and against the teeth of the
operator, and in order to render the same
more convenient I form the back of the toy-
body A with a curved recess, C, of a shape
approximately that of the teeth It 1s pret-
erable fo make the exit ¢ of the passage or
throat a of a flaring or bell shape for the more
perfect discharge of the sound produced by

the reed B.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. A sound-produecing toy composed of a
body, A, having a throat or passage, ¢, and an
extensible reed or membrane arrang ed there-
in and adapted to have its 161151011 adjusted
by hand, essentially as herein deseribed, and
for the purpose set forth.

2. A sound - producing toy composed of a
body, A, having throat or passage «, recess
and passage «°, in combination with the reed
or membrane B, one end of which is fixed,
and the other end, b, adapted to be grasped by
the hand, as herein described, and for the pur-
pose set forth.

3. A sound-producing toy having the reed
B fixed at one end and loose at the other, and
provided with the curved recess C at its back,

as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand this 6th day of Oectober, 1855, at
Chicago, Cook county, lilinois.

NATHANIEL BATES BALDWIN.

In presence of—
ROBERT BURNS,
GEORGE H. ARTHUR,
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