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o all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, MArRTHA F. IAVNES,
of Athol Centre, in the county of Worcester
and State of Massachusetts, have invented a
new and Improved Uterine Supporter, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
deseription. |

My invention relates to a device for sup-

porting the uterus in the treatment of pro- -

lapsus uteri or retroversions and kindred
diseases, and has for its ohject to provide a
simple inexpensive device of this character,
which may be easily adjusted by the patient,
and may be worn without discomfort, and will
atford quick relief and promote a euare.

The invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of construction and combinations of parts

of the uterine supporter, all as hereinafter

fully described and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the aceompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
In which similar letters of reference indieate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 shows my improved uterine sup-
porter as applied to use. Fig. 2isa front per-
spective view of the supporter drawn full size,
and as made for use when no external helps
are needed toholditin place. Tig. 3 isarear
perspective view of thesupporter as arranged
for use with external fastenings; aud Fig. 4 is
a perspective view, drawn to a smaller scale,
of the nterine supporter as connceeted by cords
to a waist-belt.

The supporter consists of a soft rubber tube
or cord, A, bent into semicircular form, and
a coin-silver wire, B, bent at its center and
attached to the doubled-over ends a « of the
rabber cord A by bending the extremities b ¥
of the wire into eyes,which enecircle and firmly
clamp the ends of the cord, as shown clearly
in Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawings.
ternal helps are not needed to hold the sup-
porter in the vagina and to the uterus, as is
often the case, the wire B will simply be bent
double at the center, as in Iig. 2; but wlhen
external helps are needed the central part of
the wire will be bent to form an eye or loop,
C, through which rubber or elastic cords d d
are drawn, said cords being connected ab op-
posite ends to a belt, D, which will be passed
around the waist of the wearer. The slipping

of the cords d through the loop C allows free |

When ex- |

| bodily movement of the person wearing the

uterine supporter without danger of displacing
the supporter. 55

In adjusting the uterine supporter the ends
of the elastic wire B will be .pressed toward
each other to press the ends « a of the rubber
cord A together, and thus contract the sup-
porter, which allows it to be passed upward 6o
into the vagina Il without distending the walls
of the vagina or causing pain, and with the
rubber cord A foremost and the rounded or
convexed side of the cord toward the front
until the cord, as it expands or opens into
normal half-round form, will pass around the
front portion of the neck of the uterus I, as
in Iig. 1 of the drawings, to give substantial
but elastie or yielding support to the uterus—
very helpfal in prolapsus uteri, retroversion, 4o
or other displacements requiring support of
the uterus. It will be noticed that the ex- .
tremities a a of the rubber cord A face the
rear, and the space between the ends @ « is di- -
rectly opposite the rectum G. . Consequently 4
the rectum when distended by ordinary di- |
gestive processes is not irrvitated, as it would
be by a uterine supporter made with a circu-
lar or bowl-shaped head. Neither is my sup-
porter crowded out of place by distention of 8o
the rectum. Turthermore, my improved sup-
porter adapts itself easily to every motion of
the body, and may be worn without discom-
fort, and in most instanees its presence will
not be noticeable, and the patient may readily 83
adjust the sapporter without pain, and with-
out the aid of a physician, thus avoiding much
inconvenience and objectionable personal ex-
posure. DBending over the ends ¢ « of the
rabber tube or cord A presents rounded ex-
tremities of the cord to thesensitive membrane-
ous lining of the organs and gives strength to
the supporter; hence this construction is pre-
ferred. The coin silver wire B is non-corro-
sive, and will be made any length. the condition
of the organs may require,

Having thus described my invention, I claim
as new and desire tosecure by Letters Patent— -

1. A uterine supporter made with a semi-
circular or open cord or head-piece formed of 1co
soft tubular india-rubber or other elastic sub- |
stance, substantially as deseribed, for the pur-
poses set forth.

2. A uterine supporter made with a semi-
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circular or open cord or head-piece formed of
soft tubular india-rubber or other elastic sub-
stance and a wire attached to the ends of the
head-piece, substantially as described, for the
purposes set forth.

3. The combination, in a uterine supporter,
of an elastic tube or cord, A, doubled over at
the ends, as at « «, and a wire, I3, looped at
b b around these doubled ends, substantially

1 asshown and deseribed,

4. The combination, in a iiterine supportet,
of an elastic tube or cord, A, and a wire, b, se-
cured to the ends of the cord, and provided
with a loop, €, for attachment of external

fastenings, substantially as shown and de- 13

scribed,
MARTHA . HAYNES,
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