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To all whom it may concerw:
Be it known that I, OREN A USTIN, a citizen

- of the United States, and a resident of Painted
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Post, in the county of Steuben and State of
New York, have invented certain new and use-

ful ITmprovements in Bridle-Bits; and I do

hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, which form a part of this specifica-
tion, and in which— * -
Figure 1-is a perspective view of a portion
of abridle, showing my improved bit applied;
and Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the reIns
removed from the rings and the bridle-bit re-

moved from the head of the animal.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in both the figures.

My invention has relation to bits for bridles;
and it consists in the improved construction
and combination of parts of & bit having the
rings formed into curved hooks, into which
rings at the ends of the reins may be hooked,
taking the place of snaps, as hereinafter more
fully described and claimed. o “

In the accompanying drawings, the letters
A A indicate the cheek-pieces of a bridle. B

‘is a bit, which may be of any desired shape

and construction, and C Care the rings, which
are hinged at the ends of the bit. These rings
are constructed each of a nearly circular form
opened at its lower portion. 'The forward
lower end of the ring is eurved slightly rear-

ward, as shown at G, and the lower rear por- |

tion is curved upwardly parallel with the for-
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ward portion, G, and rearward, as seen at J,

thus forming a hook, K. A bar, T, extends
transversely across the center of the ring,

slightly above and parallel with the horizon-

tal portion J, being sécured at its ends to the

~forward and rearward portion of the ring, as
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shown; and immediately above the bar I is an

enlargement, F, which wil

of the bit B, which is secured to the forward
portion of the ring between the enlargement
and the transverse bar, from sliding upon the
said forward portion of the ring.

If desired, the bit may be easily attached to

| prevent the eye I8

|

‘the bar I, having shoulders M, which will pre-
vent, the bit from working out of place. A
downwardly-curved bar, N, is secured at one
end upon the forward portion of the ring above
the enlargement F, and extends transversely gz
across the said ring, and is secured by the other
end to the curved portion of the ring above
the bar I, thus forming a loop, O, for the
cheek-piece, the lower end of the said cheek-
piece being secured into the said loop above 6c
the curved bar. _ . o

" The end of the rein L is provided with a
ring or eye, M, which may be slipped upon
the upwardly and rearwardly bent hook, the
forward portion with the rearwardly-curved 63

| end serving as a guide for the ring, which may

slide freely upon the curved body portion of
the ring, being prevented from, slipping off
from -the ring by-means of the straight and
slightly-curved portion of the ring. The eye 70
upon the rein may be disengaged by shiding it
forward, and thereupon up upon the straight
portion of the hook, the lower curved end of
the forward pivoted portion_of the bit-ring
serving to guide the said ring when it may be 75

‘slipped off from the hook. It will be seen

that this contrivance will secure the ends of
the reins as effectually as a snap, and at the
same time the rings or eyes upon the ends of
the reins may be hooked into the bit-rings, 8c
and be disengaged from the same with greater
ease than by unhooking snap-hooks, a person
being able to engage and disengage the rings
or eyes with numbed hands, or with hands:
covered with heavy mittens, or with otherwise 3:
impeded hands, as it is merely necessary to
guide the rings or eyes upon the reins around
the curves of the bit-rings, while a snap-hook
will require more delicate and exact handling
to displace the spring or bolt which bears o
against the end of the hook.

The hooked bit-rings may be made of any
size and may be applied to any shape of bit,
either to a link-bit or to a stitf bit, or may be
formed at the lower ends of the bars in a bit g
having bars at the sides, the said hooked rings
being applicable to any shape of bit where 1t

is required to have .an easily-disengaged fast- -
‘ening for reins. o

 Having thus described my invention, T claim 1.
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and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the ! tachment of the cheek-straps, the whole con-

United States— | structed and combined substantially as and for
In a bridle-bit, a ring comprising the fol- | the purpose shown and set forth.
lowing parts: an open lower part having a In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as 15

5 curved slot or inlet, a transverse cross- har my owi I have hereunto affixed my signature
having shoulders adapted to hold the bit in | in presence of two witnesses,
place, a hook forming an integral part of the OREN AUSTIN
rmg parallel to and helow the said eross-bar, | T

2 shoulder or enlargement above the trans- Witnesses:
I0 verse cross-bar on one side of the ring, and a WITLIS M. IDWARDS,
loop in the upper part of the ring for the at- JAMES Z. WILDER.
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