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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

CHARLES BOAZ, OF UTICA, ILLINOTS.

STEAM CLOTHES-WASHER.

HPECIE‘IC ATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 349,140, dated September 14, 1886,

Apphcltmn filed “\m ember 14, 1885, Serial No. 18“ 820, (No model.)

To all whom it may COnCeri:

Beit known that I, CHARLES Boaz, of Utica,
in-the county of La S‘Llle and State of Illinois,
have invented a new and Improved Steam

Clothes-Washer, of which the following is a
full, ¢lear, and exact deseription.

This invention eonsists in a novel apparatus
or utensil for steaming clothes for the purpose
of cleansing them, substantially as hereinafter
described, and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,

in which similar lebters of reference-indicate

corresponding parts in all the figures.
IMigure 1 represents a partly-sectional plan

“of the apparatus; Fig. 2, a vertical longitadi-

nal section upon the line x z in Fig. 1, and
Fig. 3 a verfical transverse section on the line
y vy 1n Fig. 1.

A is an oblong or other sunitably shaped

- boiler adapted to stand upon a stove or range.

25

- 30

35

B is a clothes box or receptacle of somewhat
smaller area than the boiler, so that when in-
serted in the boiler it will leave a vacant space,
s, between its lateral exterior and the lateral
interior of the boiler, for the purpose of intro-

ducing down between the boilerand the clothes-

box a loose deep cover or case, C, extending

up above the boiler and the clothes- box, and

constructed with a reservoir or chamber, b, in
1t upper portion.

The clothes-box B, which is provided with
a removable lid, ¢, has its sides extended some
little distanee,,say three and a half inches,
more or less, below its bottom d, which 1s
thickly perforated, as at e. Only a small

- quantity or depth of water, %, say two 1nches,
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more or less, is introduced into the bottom of
the boiler when using the apparatus, so that
when the clothes-box B is inserted down with-
in the boiler A the raised perforated bottom
d of the box is above the water 1n the boiler.
This forms a steam-space, f, beneath the per-

forated bottom within the lower extended por-
tion of the sides of the box, which rest upon |

the bottom of the boiler. The combined cover
and reservoir C ), when the apparatus 18 1in
use, also rests by its lower edges on the bot-
tom of the boiler A, thus virtually forming a
water-sealed joint, which prevents escape of

| steam or evaporated suds up or from within
the sides of the apparatns.

The apparatus being placed over the fire,
with the clothes to be cleansed placed in the
box B, the reservoir b in the cover C is charged 55
with cold water, v. The heating or boiling of
the water % 1n the bottom of the boiler gen-

erates vapor or steam, which, pessing up
through the perforated bottom d of the clothes-

box, permeates and thoroughly cleanses the 6o
clothes insaid box. Asthesteam risesthr ough
the clothes, it passes through perforations g in
the upper pa,It of the clothes box to the space

in the cover C immediately beneath the res-
ervoir b, and is condensed by the cold water 6g
v 1n the reservoir, thus preventing the steam
from passing mto the room. A safety- -tube,

h, is passed up through the reservoir, opening
below into the space above the clothes-box, to
avoid all possibility of daunger from conﬁne 70
ment of the steam, especially in case of neglect

to fill or keep the reservoir b charged with

cold water. An opening inthe top of the res-

ervoir, covered by a lid, serves to charge the
reservoir with cold Watel and a faucet, ¢, In 75
the side of the reservoir to draw the W‘Lt&l off
when required.

The following results are produced by the
useoithe appftretus as hereinbefore described:
Little or no steam will escape from the appa- So
ratus to steam the house. DButf a very small
quantity of water is needed to cleanse the
clothes. The clothes are washed exclusively
by steam, and do not come in contact with the
water, so that there is no dirty water to run &g
into the clothes and make them yellow or dis-
colored. The steam, too, has a bleaching ac-
tion on the clothes, mfblunﬂ* those which are
white retain their color. “After the clothes
are put in the washing or steaming appara- go
tus, no further attention is necessary till they
are ready to be taken out. As hereinbefore
observed, the cold-water reservoir condenses
the stea,m and prevents its escape into the

room. Soap,too,iseconomized. Bythetime g5

the washing or stea,mmg of the clothes is com-
pleted the wetef in the reservoir, unless a re-
peated supply of fresh cold water be made,
will be sufficiently heated to allow of 1t being

| used for sudsing the clothes, thus dispensing 100
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with separate vessels on the stove expressly |

charged with water for the purpose.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. In an apparatus or utensil for washing
clothes by steam, the combination, with the
boiler A and the inner clothes-box, B, having a
raised perforated bottom, of the interposed
cover or case U, provided with an upper cold-
water reservoir, O, essentially as and for the
purpose herein set forth.

2. In the within - described apparatus or
utensil for washing clothes by steam, the cover
or case C, having an upper cold-water reser-
voir or chamber, 0, provided. with a stean
outlet or tube, 2, passing down and throongh
1t, substantially asspecified.
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J. An apparatus or utensil for washing
clothes by steam, in whichh are combined a

| boiler, A, open at its top, an inner clothes-

box, B, having a raised perforated bottom, d,
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and one or more apertures at or near its top .

for the escape of steam, and an interposed
cover or case, C, the sides of which extend be-
tween the boiler and clothes-box, and rest upon
the bottom of the boiler, said cover or case be-
ing provided with an upper cold-water reser-
volr or chamber, b, above the clothes-hox, es-
sentially as shown and deseribed.

CIHARLIES DOAZ.
Witnesses:

(+EO. MC(iINNTS,
. I W AGENKN BCHT.
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