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To all whom it may concermw:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM W. BYLVES-

TER, a citizen of the United States, residing at

~ Chattanooga, in the county of . Hamilton and
5 State of Tennessee, have invented certainnew

~ and useful Improvements in Mail-Bag Fasten-
ings; and I do declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in

1o the art to which it appertainsto make and use

the same, reference being had to the accompa-

nying drawings, and to the letters and figures
of reference marked thereon, which form a
part of this specification. -

15 This invention relates to that ¢lass of de-
vicesknown as ‘‘ mail-bag fastenings,’’ the ob-
ject being to provide a simple and effectual
fastening for securing the mouth of a mail-
pouch, bag, satchel, or similararticle; and the

20 invention consists in a series of staples hinged
or pivoted in such a manner as to interlock,
and thereby firmly secuare the flap of the bag
to the body thereofl; and the invention further

- embraces certain peculiarities of the construe-

23 tion, arrangement, and combination of parts,
as will be hereinafter fully described and
claimed. | S
- In the annexed drawings,illustrating my in-
vention, Figure 1 is a perspective view of the

- 30 mouth and flap of the bag with my improved

- fastening applied thereto. Tig. 2 isa.view,

looking edgewise at the series of staples, and

represents them in the inclined position in
which they are preferably placed immediately

35 before interlocking them to secure the mouth
of the bag. Tig. 3is a top plan view of the
series of interlocked staples. |

Like letters of reference designate like parts
in the several figures.

40 . A representsthe mouth end of a bag or simi-
lar article; and B the flap secured to one side
of the mouth, and adapted to be folded over
for the purpose of closing it. On the portion
A of the bag is situated a row of staples ar-.

45 ranged parallel to each other and to the sides
~of the bag, and projecting outward at right an-

- gles to the bag. The flap B is slotted, so that
when it is folded over the mouth a staple may
pass through each slot. A mail-pouch as or-

50 dinarily constructed at the present time has
the bag proper slotted, while the staples are
secured upon the flap. B

The purpose of my present arrangement is
to secure greater conveniencein manipulating
the fastening; but I do not wish to confinemy- 5

self thereto, but reserve the liberty of using
whichever arrangement may be deemed most
desirable, either to secure the staples to the
| bag and provide the flap with slots or to Se-
cure the staples to the flap and furnish the bag €o
with slots, or, in case of double-flap bags, to se-
cure the staples to the second flap. Any one

of these arrangements is consistent with the
principle of myinvention, which residesin the
devices for locking the bag. 65
 The construction of a single staple—for in-
stance, D?, Fig. 1—will indicate the structural
plan of all in the series. It consists of a me-
tallic rod or wire formed as shown, the ex-
tremities of the arms thereof being bent or 76
provided with terminal projections, which en-

ter perforated lugs situated on each end of 2
base or metallic bar, E*, which is firmly Se-
cured to the bag by rivets or otherwise. The
outer side of each lug is preferably grooved at 75
b, and the inner side is inclined at « toward

the metallic bar E*. The end of each of the
projecting portions of the arms which passes
through the apertures in the lugs is enlarged

in any suitable manner, as by swelling if, or 8o .
by providing it with a rivet or nut, ¢. With
this construction thestaple will normally stand
upright, or, in other words,the rod or wire por-
tion D* will be perpendicular to the base K,
since the tension of the rod keeps it in position 85
within the lugs, and the inner beveled facesof
said lugs prevent the rod from dropping down

on one side or thie other; but,when desired for

the purpose of interlocking the staple, the rod
may be turned down on one side or the other go
until it comes nearly or quite into contact with

the bag. Inthis case the rodsslip over thein-
clined faces of the lugs, which canses the ends

of said rods to be drawn inward, their swelled

or enlarced extremities entering the outer g5
arooves, b, while the said enlargement, rivet,
or nut prevents the liability of the ends being
sprung out of the lug. The projecting ends
are thus drawn in, so as not to interfere with |
the shutting of the next staple down close by 100 .
the ends of the base-bar. The minor details
{-of this construction, however, may be varied
or dispensed with without departing from the
| spirit of my invention. - '
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5 Then D" may: be turned down |
e to mclose D ?and 11& lmsu. w]neh mm*ament;%
SERREE N gmll alsa recau]t; in holdmﬂ* 1) ﬁrm]y and 8o |
. onuntil rod D mclﬂses fhe I‘Hlddl(‘ Staple O

BB @ Dasethercof

?f(w v bag,

- Jacent staple toward the middle,

Sbaple is preferably made smaller than the
r LSL, m]d may be Stdtlmﬂw or lnnﬂ*ed in like
manner: wlth the rest, and ﬁ*om ‘Lhe middle
5sta,ple tlm &l&ples }ymw in: elthel dnecbmn;
51egulfuly 11101‘{3&5& in width, the: height Ie-
maining c{}llsmnt

This is for the purpose of

mclose rod 5b ) fmd its Imse 197,

. n 5 éThen the mds commencing at D?, on the otlier

- .

SEREEE gcumbmamnﬁ

40

45

 EEMR  endof theseries may be: bent dmm deSlml-g

Iaﬂy mterloched

The | operation of locking a bag, sntehe] or

smnl*n article is as follo“s The ﬂ‘l]_) B is 1)10-
vided with slots which lie opposite the sta-
ples and diminish in size from the end to the
middle one, to correspond with the decreasing
width of the staples. - This flap is folded over
the mouth of the bag, and the staples beingin
their normal posmon one of them will pass
through each slot. The hand is then run over
the ends of the staples in each direction from
the middle, so as to incline them into the Po-
sition shown i Fig. 2. Then, by a reverse

movement of the lmud each St%ple may be
made to inclose the one next in front, begin-

51?:349;0571”“

Thﬂ Sb‘tples Whlch cmlstltute the fdstenmw;'g
satehel, or: simijlar &1‘131(31(} are all |
éconstructed substﬂ,ntmily as just deseribed, _
and the selles shown in the: dmwm% mn%&sts@
of the 1‘0ds C, D, D', and D*and bases I, 17, I,
SEERERSEE The staples are fu*rmwed at a smtableg
SRR RS Edlsmi}ce apart, so that the 1*@(1 of one may be |
e -'5?§tumed down over and inclose the next ad-
The middle |

 JNEEEEERENE 5 Thus in th@ end Shplesg
. theDbar lu is longer than the base 17, and the |
EERERRRENE S rod 1)? lms o mder spfwe between ltS arms |
~ than the rod 1),
. allowi ing the md 153 to be bent down so as to
%lmhﬂv, 0
[E_hezefore in orderto |
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Two series of staples in- |
. ereasing from a ceub al %nnllest one toward
. either end are deemed preferable to one series -
. beginning with the widest and terminating
. with the Sllmllest %mple for in tlw Jatter: casef
the largest bt‘ll}l(}&s would be; unsightly and
s However, if the bag is small ﬂsé

SEEEEEEE §8111n*le series may be ucsul canvemmtly

H]Hﬂ\ n and deseribed. . -
40 Amail-bag fastemnﬂ‘ c(}nsis{lnﬂ of A, m]d
{11@ staple .a.nd two . scries of Stdples whose
membeig 1eﬂ'uhlly llacle*tqe flOHi;&‘llﬂ 1111(3(]1{*@ 85
staple to the terminal ones, and are adapted
I'to (}velhp and be llltelloched wnh cach other =
| and be secured by suitable means at the mid- =~
dle ‘staple, substantially as herein specified

mnw ’mth the e'itreme otle& and momnﬁ _Lhem
The
| two St‘tlﬂes ]ettered D will inelose the mlddle
one, C. A padlock or othersuitabie locking de- |
| vlco may then be nsed to secure these in pmce g
and ther eby f‘istm the whole devlce towetllcrg

in the direction shown by the awmvs

*md secure the mouth of: the baw L

Having ‘thus deseribed my inv eﬂtlon W]nt@
%I claim as new, and d{}sue 1.0 SCLHIG l)y Let
ételsl’fttent IR o o
1. A f‘a,stemug for nﬂ]i b%bs satchel& ‘md?
?obher similar articles, consisting of a SLUCS of
| interlocking st‘mples hlwuw each a hase. and a
| bent rod pwof‘ed thereto: *md adapted to in- 65
close the rod of the next ‘st'lple Sul)smnbmlly;
5‘1‘38110“11 and described. =~
2. In combination w ith: a b‘w or Dther fm‘ﬂ
éowoug article, a series of Sf’tp]e& which regu- 0
ﬂﬂv decrease in width, and each eomlstmu i
of a base and a bent 10(,1 pivoted thereto, muli
staples ’uhptc,d to mtelloch, %ubsttmha]l
?Shf:m*n and described. BERRRERES

3. Ina mail-bag m‘stemnw a Serids. 0[‘ .sm,-é
each | cm}slstmn' of the: C{}I}lblll"lbl(}n of a
;base as 15, having perf(}mted lugs on mch m-
_ étremlty, sald lugs having an Guter groove, b,
| and an inner lmveled face «, and a bent 10{1 .
1 as I having its arns pmwded with ter nn-
‘nal 1)10Ject10n°., which enter: the lugs and have |
Sul,}%t‘”u*xtmlly *13

their: outer ends enlawm‘i

and shown.
The combination of a bag having a series

of 01?@11.11}1)mn and interlocking E-;L“ll)]e% of

variable size, and a flap having a corr cspond-
1ng series of slﬁt% ltkewise of variable size, as
shown and set Imth

Intestimony whercof Taffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLTAM \\

Witnesses:
D. J. Durry,
14, 8. REED.

SY LVESTER.
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