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LEVI B. LATHROP, OF HOLLISTER, CALIFORNIA.

MAIL-POUGH.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No.

348 678, dated September 7, 1886.

Application filed January 9, 1886. Serial No. 183,140, (No 111ndel.i

To all whonmy it may CORCEFTL:

Be it known that I, LEvr B. LATHROP, of
Hollister, San Benito county, State of Califor-
nia, have invented an Improvement in Mail-
Pouches; and I .hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
same. - -

‘My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in mail-pouches, in which I provide a
more efficient and rapid system of unlocking
and opening, and closing and fastening, the
mouth of the pouch, a means for holding the

direction-card holder,and a means forsuspend-

ing the pouch so as to be filled, and & means
for making the pouch dust and water tight,
and utilizing the full size of the pouch.

My invention consists of a ilap extending
beyond one side of the mouth of the pouch, so
that it may be folded over upon the oppo-
site side, and rigidly fixed staples projecting
from this side and entering corresponding
sockets in inclosing-caps, which are secured to
the flap, a sliding strap having pins secured
to it, s0 as to move within the caps and engage
the staples, and a holding and locking device
upon one end of the sliding strap, by which
all the pins are retained in their places when
the pouch is closed, and the address or direc-

tion card also locked into place.
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bight or fold of this gore 18

Referring to the accompanying drawings

for a more complete explanation of my Inven-
tion, Figure 1 is a view of the bag with the
mouth open. TFig. 2 shows the bag closed.
Fig. 3 is a section taken through a part of the
sliding strap and the lock, showing the inte-
rior construction. Ifigs. 4, 5, and 6 represent
details of construction. -

A is a bag or pouch which 18 riveted or otlh-
erwise secured, soasto have sufficientstren gth
and to be tight, along the edges up to a point
within a short distance of the top. Adb this
point is inserted a aore, B, of leather, upon
each side, the edges of which are strongly riv-
eted to the edges of that portion of the top of
the pouch which had been left open. The

then stitched
through,so as to insure its always being folded
inwardly, and prevent its turning out beyond
the sides of the pouch when the latteris closed.
This gore allows the mouth of the pouch to be
well opened for the insertion or removal of 1ts
contents, and when the pouch is closed and

[

locked forms a very tight joint, which will pre-
vent the entrance of water or dust ab this
point. One side of the top is continued above 55
and beyond the other, so as to form a flap, C, -
of considerable breadth, which may be folded
over upon the other side. This shorter side,
over which the flap folds, is provided with
staples D at short intervals. These staples 60
are formed with, brazed to, or otherwise se-
cured to plates which are riveted or fastened

to the front of the bag, so that they stand rig-
idly erect. These staples are also formed so
that their lower sides are inclined or beveled, 63
a5 shown in the drawings, for the purpose of
drawing all the caps down over the staples ab
once, as will be more fully described herein-
after. The flap C, which folds over, has
slots made in it to correspond with these 70
projecting eyes or staples, which will thus
pass through the slots and will enter corre-
sponding slots in the metal of the caps or
open heads 1§, which are secured to the
ontside of the flap as follows: I is a strap 75
of belt-leather, which I use, because in the
processof tanningand p reparation thisleather

is stretched until it cannot be extended any
more, and will thereatter retain its length al-
ways the same. This strap is firmly riveted 8o
to the upper side of the flap. The caps I
have one end riveted through this strap I 1n
the flap, as shown, and the other ends of these
caps are bent downward and riveted to the
lower edge of the flap, so that between the
lower edge of the strap F and the lower ends
of the caps a broad slot 1s formed, through
which the sliding strap G may move. This
strap fits the spaces or slots so as to slide eas-
ily.  The caps It are made thicker at.the point go
where the sockets for the reception of the
staples are formed, and holes are made through
them transversely with the sockets, as shown

at H. ' -

Tn order to allow the strap to slide freely, g5
slots or openings I are cut out at the points
where the sockets are made in the caps, S0 that
the leather of the strap slides upon each side
of these sockets,and the remainderof thestrap
I is not cutatall, PinsJ,havingan enlarged
head or plate, are riveted to the strap at one
end of the openings I, the pins extending 1nto
the holes H, so as to never be entirely with-
drawn from them, and they are thus guided
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so that when the strap 18 -slipped back and
forth they are withdrawn from the sockets,
into which the staples enter, or are moved
across them. It will be manifest from this
construction that it will be impossible to bend
these pins, as they are always supported at
each end, and when the strap is moved so as
to lock the pouch the pin is supported upon
each side of the narrow socket into which the
staple enters, and the portion passing through

‘the staple is so short that it is impossible to

bend or break it by the application of any
power short of destroying the whole bag.
1he last cap at one end of the flap is made
without any socket to receive the correspond-
g staple, but is made in the form of = flat
plece of metal, strongly riveted near the end
of the flap, and having a slot through which
the staple from the side of the pouch beneath
passes.

Upon the end of the sliding strap G is
strongly secared a lock, I, whieh has a socket
formed in it, into which the staple may pass.
This lock I may be of any suitable construe-
tion, having a spring-bolt, I, which passes

through the staple, so as fo secure the lock

. firmly in its place.
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In order to make the lock automatic, T have
shown the deviee with an arm, N, which,
when the bolt is withdrawn, is forced forward
by a spring, so as to engage the bolt and hold
it baek. This arm projects into the socket of
the lock sufficiently, so that when the lock IS
dropped down over the staple the staple will
force the arm to one side, thus releasing the
bolt and allowing it to immediately shoot
through the staple. This locks all the pins
upon the strap in their place through the
sockets, and, together with the lock, forms a,
secure fastening for the mouth of the pouch.
The strap G is also made of belt-leather, the
same as the part I, so that it will not streteh,
and therelative position of the pins J, the caps
14, and the sockets will always remain the
The sockets in the caps are made to
fit over the inclined or beveled lower sides of
the staples, as shown in Fig. 4, so that when
the flap is folded down tlie staples enter the
sockets simultaneously, and when the pins are
forced' through them by the movement of the
strap Gthe inclined surfaces of the staples and
the sockefs serve to draw the flap down and
hold 1t very securely in place. The fold of the
flap over the gore-pieces at the sides of the
opening causes a very tight joint at this point,
which will not admit water or dust under ov.
dinary conditions. - |

The case for the reception of the address or

direction tagis made in two or more pieces, or

by foldinga single piece of metal, the upper or
top portion of which is cut away so that the
card may be slipped in from one end and ex-
hibited, as shown at N. The lower end of
this holder is closed. The upper end opens

near to the staples upon which the lock is sSe-
cured; but thereis sufficient space at this point,
s0 that the leather can be bent or folded so as |
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to remove the staple out of line with the Operti-
Ing 1n the holder temporarily. The card may
then be slipped in or out readily, and when
the pouch resumes its normal position the sta.-
ple stands in line with the card,so that it can-
not be removed. It will thus be seen that
when the flap has been folded over and locked
1n place the upper end of the case which holds
the direction-card will be closed, so that the
card cannot be removed. By this construc-
tion the manufacture of the case is very much
simplified. It is always securely fastened to
the poueh, and is in no danger of being twist-
ed off orlost, and it is easy to remove or re-
place the card when the pouch is open, but im-
possible when it is closed.

When 1t is necessary to fill the pouch,I have
provided a ring, O, which is secured to the
edge of the flap near the center in any suit-
able manner. By this ring the pouch may be
hung upon any suitable hook or peg of suffi-
cient strength, and the goresallow the mouth
of 1t to fall open,so that it is very convenient
of access. | | |

The usual strap for carrying and handling
the pouch may be secured to the back of it.

I am aware that mail-pouches have been
made with a folding flap and a sliding strap,

with tongues which engage staples 5o as to

secure the flap, and a keeper folding over the
whole. I do nottherefore claim this as my in-

vention; but

What I do claim as new, and desire to se-
care by Letters Patent, is—
1. A mail-pouch construected as shown and
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having the gored pieces fitted into the upper -

edges of the sides, in combination with o fap
or extension from one side of the top fold-
Ing over the upper front cdge, and the por-
tion thus thickened, and having an auto-

matic locking device, whereby a tight joing is

made at the fold and edge, substantially as
herein deseribed.

2. In a mail-pouch, a {lap or extension from .

one side of the top which folds over the other
side and has secured to it plates or bars with
sockets formed in them, in combination with
staples seeured to the front of the bag so as to
stand rigidly erect and havine their lower
cdges or surfaces beveled or inclined, so as to
engage corresponding inelines in the sockets;
substantially as herein deseribed.

o. Lhecaps secured to the flap, having soclk-
ets formed centrally in them, holes passing
transversely through the eaps and the lower
parts of the sockets, in combination with a
slotted strap moving beneath the caps and
having secured to it pins or bolts, the ends of
which enter the holes and pass through the
sockets, and the staples or eyes secured to the
front side of the bag, substantially as herein
deseribed.

4. The caps having centrally-formed socl-
cts which fit over and inclose the staples se-
cared to the front side of the bag when the
flap is elosed, and pins or bolts secured to the

sliding strap 8o as to be passed thro ugh the sto.-

105

ITO

115

[20

25

I30

-
-




10

15

;I:_. e

348,678 | 3

ples or be withdrawn therefrom, said strap be-

‘ing slofted so as to slide beneath the caps and
. form a stop, whereby the ends of the bolts are.

prevented from being entirely withdrawn irom
the holes in the caps. |

5. The folding flap having the socketed caps
secured to it, the sliding strap and bolts to
engage staples which project into the sockets
from the front of the bag when the flap IS
closed, in combination with a socketed lock
secured to the end of the strap so that the
last staple at one side of the flap will enter
the socket when the strap has been moved, so
as to lock the remaining portion, and a slid-

ing bolt which enters the loop, passing across

the socket, substantially as hercin deseribed.

6. The sliding strap provided with bolts
which pass through sockets in the caps, be-
neath which the strap slides, and through sta-
ples which project into said sockets from the
front of the bag when the flap is closed, a
lock secured to the end of the strap, and hav-
ing a socket, which also fits a staple projecting
from the front of the bag through the flap, a

il

spring-bolt to engage this staple, and an arm
or stop which holds the bolt back and is re-
leased by the action of the staple entering the

‘socket, substantially as herein described.

7. Inamail-pouch, and in combination with
a folding flap, sliding bolt-strap, lock and sta-

ple, as shown, a tag or direction-label case se-

cured below and in line with the lock of the

staple, so that its upper end 1s covered and

secured by the flap and staple when the bag
is closed and locked, substantially as herein
deseribed. | | | _
8. A mail-pouch closing device consisting
of a sliding strap with securing bolts and sta-
ples, substantially as set forth, and an anto-
matic lock fixed to the end of the strap so as
to move with it, snbstantially as herein de-
sceribed.
In witness whereol I have hereunto set my
hand. | o |
LEVI B. LATHROP.
Witnesses: |
S. H. NOURSE,
H. C. LEE.
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