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To all whom it Ml CONCETIL:

Be it known that I, BRENT McM. REED, a
citizen of the United Sta,tes residing at Arlmg
ton, in the county of Baltimore and State of
Maryland, have invented certain new and.use-
ful Improvements in Hen’s Nests,of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improved hen’s
nest and door for same ; and it consists of the
construction and combination of parts,as here-
inafter set forth.

The invention is illustrated in the &ccompa
nying drawings, in which Figure 1 18 a verti-
cal longitudinal section of the nest. Fig. 21s
a partly side and partly sectional view of the
front end of the nest. Fig. 3 is an elevation
of the rear end. Fig.4isa view of the station-
ary platform removed. Iig.518a view of the
nest-box removed.

The letter A designates the lower portionof
the walls of & box of rectangular shape. The
rear wall, b, of the box may be made solid,
like the lower portion, but 1 prefer to make
the side walls, ¢, of woven wire, or some suit-
able grated or slatted work to give thorough
ventilation to the nest. Thetop dissolid,like
the lower portion, A, of the walls, FProvision
1s made by the door ¢ for closing the entrance
or front end, ¢.

One of the objects which I have in view by
the construction here shown is to provide for
readily removing the nest-box, door, and op-
erative parts, in order that they and the box
may be thoroughly cleaned. |

The nest-box I has at one end two rigid
fingers, g, each of which project through a slot
h, in the rear wall and rest on a metal bearing,
W ,extending acrosstheslot. Thus therear end

of the nest-box is pivoted, affording to the:

front end an up-and-down movement. The
front end of the nest-box has a rigid arm,
which is attached to the bottom and projects
horizontally toward the entrance. Adjoining
the nest-box is a stationary platiorm, J,which

is above and covers the rigid arm ¢ of the

When in its position,this platform

- is stationary,resting on the cleats k,but 1t may

be lifted therefrom and entirely removed.
The door e has pivots or journals /, which rest
in open bearings n,seated on the lower portion

of the walls A of the box,and on a plane level |

| with thestationary platform J. Thus pivoted

the door may lie horizontally, as shown in
Fig. 1, or may be raised to an upright posi-
tlml, and ther eby close the entrance, as shown
in Fig.2. 'When thus raised, the dom stands
1nclmed outward—that 1s, the top or free end,
', stands out beyond the base or pivoted end
Z, and thereby the weight of the door has &
constant tendency to thow it down and leave
the entrance ¢’ open. The door has at 1ts p1v-
oted end a rigid arm, o, and a link, p, con:
nects this arm o with the arm ¢ on the nest-
box. Both of these arms have several holes
q, in one of which the link p engages.
having several holes the link may be set or
ad] usted in that one which will effect the best
balance between the nest- box and pivoted
door. The link p should so adjust or balance
these parts that normally the door will lie
down, as in Fig 1, and thus keep the frontend
of the nest-box lmsed
parts the door ¢, platform J, and top of the
nest-box K are on a level, or substantmlly on
the same horizontal pla.ne

The hen will enter (see IFig. 1) by walhmg
along the door ¢, and thence upon the station-
ary platform J, and she will step from the
platform into the nest-box F.

end, and the arm 4 and link p will draw down

on the door-arm o and raise the door upright,

thereby closing the entrance ¢. The hen is
thus guarded from intrusion or attack. When
the hen desires to come out of the nest, she
steps therefrom onto the platform J whereapon
the door’s gravity will cause it to drop and
open the entrance, and the hen in departing
can walk on the door. " It will thus be seen
the stationary platform J between the door
and nest-box is an important element of the

~combination.

By the described constr nction the phtform
J may be removed, the door e lifted from 1ts
open bearings n, and the nest-box F removed,
when each p“ut may be cleaned—these palts
out of the box A b ¢. The lafter may also be
cleaned. |

A door, », 1s in the rear wall, b and gived
access to the nest-box for the pmpose of plac-
ing in or removing eggs.

Havmn* described my invention, I claim and

The weight of
the hen upon the nest-box will depress its front
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desire tosecure by LettersPatent of the United
States—

“In a hen’s nest, the combination of a box, A

b ¢, having an entrance, ¢, a stationary plat-

5 form, J, adjoining the entrance on the inside,

a nest-box, IY, having at i1ts rear end fingers

¢, by which 1t 1s pivoted, and provided at its

front end with a rigid arm, 4, a door, ¢, having

pivots 1esti ng in open bearinws n, SG’Lted on 'fL

| .

348,054

‘and provided with an arm, ¢, and a link, p,

wholly below the platform connecting the nest-
arm and door-arm, for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix m y Sl gn‘tture in

presence. of two witnesses.
BRENT McM. REED

Witnesses:
JOTIN K. MORPIS,
JNO. T'. MADDOX.
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