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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that 1, EBEN F. INOS, of Mag-
nolia, in the county of Essex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Sheet-Holders for Marine
Vessels, of which the following 18 a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the annexed draw-
ings, forming a p'ut thereof, in which—

I‘wum 1 1s a front elevatmn with parts
broken away to show the internal construoe-
tion. TFig. 2 is a side elevation taken on line
x X 1n I‘Jﬂ 1.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the different figures of the
drawings.

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple and efficient sheet-holder and slack-

catherer for marine vessels, by means of which
the sheet 1s held as 1t 1s ll.mled In the manipu-
lation of the sails. -

My invention consists in a post provided
with a foot or flange for attachment to the
deck of the vessel, and in ashaft journaled in
the post 1)10V1ded with a drum and ratchet,
the ratchet being eng‘ln*ed by a pawl piv oted

in the post.

The post A 1s prov ided with a flange, «, by
which it is secured to the deck of a vessel,
and has upon its upper end a rounded head,

b, which assists in the handling of the sheet.

It is.also provided with a pear- shﬂ,ped arm, ¢,
extending horizontally from ifs side a shmt
distance below the head b. A shaft, I3, 18 se-
cured in the post and in the arm c, aud sup-
ports a drum, C, which turns loosely thereon,
and has attached to or formed upon its inner

end a ratchet, d, which is contained by a

chamber, ¢, formed in the side of the post. A
pawl, f, also contained by the chamber e and
pivoted to the post A, engages the ratchet d.
The drum C is provided with flanges at its
ends for retaining thesheet D,whichiswrapped
around 1t.

My 1mproved sheet- holder is intended to
take the place of the bit or cleat commonly
used on vessels for holding the sheet.

When the holder is in use, the sheet D 18
or, if desired, under the arm ¢, and |

laid over,

around the drum C. When it is desired to
haul the sheet D,it is drawn forward, when 1t

| revolves the drum C. The pawl /, by engag-

ing the ratchet d, prevents the 1etr0crrade mo-
tlon of the drum C, so that the sheet is held
without any further manipulation. Should
it be found desirable to put the sheet under
greater tenmsion than is possible by merely
hauling it in the usual way, a bar may be in-
serted in holes in the drum near the end, 8o

that one or two men can assisb by turning the |

l earried around the post A and wrapped 5o
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drum C. DBy placing the ratchet d and the

pawl fin the chamber e they are protected
from being brought into contact with the
sheet D.

The advantages secured by my invention
are, that a smaller number of men than is now
requned can handle any of the larger fore-
and-aft or square sails. One man can easily
hold the turn in the heaviest weather, and can
quickly gather all the slack, and ]S sure of
holding all he gets, and by lufhnn' the vessel .
onc man can haul the sheet aft in a gale of
wind without danger of its getting away from
him, or if itis not cons; dered adwsable to luff,
then the bar can be applied to the drum in the
manner described.

In jibbing fore and after as the sail swings
over and fills on the other tack, the man hold-
ing the turn can reduce the str*un on the
boom and sheet by surging, or rendering the
sheet loose on the drum, thereby to some ex-
tent lessening the difﬁculties and dangers ex-
perienced in Jlbbll]ﬂ‘ a vessel in heavy weather.

Having thus deseribed myinvention, whatl

claim as new, m]d desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. A sheet-holder for marine vessels, con-
sisting of a support provided with a lwtemlly
projecting arm at its upper end, a drum jour-
naled to said support, a ratchet-wheel on the
drum, and a pawl pivoted to the support and
en t:»'a,gm'fjlr the ratchet-wheel, substantially as

herein shown and df-scubed |
2. In a sheet-holder, the post A, prowded
with a laterally-pr Q]ecbmg arm and the recess

¢ in its side opposite the arm, in combination
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with the drum C, journaled to the post and | arm ¢, the shaft B, drum C, ratchet d, and

provided with tlle ratchet-wheel ¢ in the said | pawl f, subst‘mtlally as spemﬁed

recess, and the pawl f, pivoted in the recess | -

substantially as herein shown and described. | R L EBDI\ F. ENOS.
s 3. In a sheet-holder for marine vessels, the Witnesses:

combination of the post A, provided with a | - LUCAS BURNHAM,

flange, a, rounded head b, and pear-shaped ~ SOLOMON BURNHAM.
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