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To all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that I, JAMES W. MILLER, of
Central City, in the county of Merrick end
State of Nebraska, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Clothes-Drying-Appa-

ratus, of which the following is a specification,

reference being had to the annexed drewmgs,
forming a part thereof, in which —

Figure 1 1saside _elevatlon Fig. 2 1saplan
view of the clothes-line tightener. Figs.3and
4 represent the clothes-pins.
tail view of the wirehook placed on the clothes-

~ line, and adapted to receive the clothes-pin.
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~Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the different figures of the

drawings.
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- shaft, @, journaled in the fixed frame b, and
the shaft o i provided with a erank c by
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‘The ob,ect _ef my lnventlon 18 to p10v1de a
convement apparatus for arranging and sup-
porting clothes for outdoor drying. |

My invention consists in the construction |
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-

after fully deseribed and claimed.
The grooved pulley A is supported by a

which it may be turned.
The grooved pulley A is designed to be

placed within the walls of the building B, in |

such a position as to permit of the endless
clothes-line C, which extends around the pul-
ley A and distant pulley D, passing through
a window, the window sash and stops being
notched to receive the clothes-line when the
window is closed. The pulley ID is journaled
in a frame, E, which slides upon rods d, pro-
jecting horizontally from the post If, parallel
with the clothes-line C. The two sides of the
frame E are connected by a yvoke, ¢, which is
attached to a screw-threaded rod, 7, extending
through the post ¥, and pr ovided on its outer
extremity beyond bhe post with a wing-nut, g,

- between which and the post a spiral spring,

45

h, is placed on the rod. The spring & tends
to draw the frame E toward the post F, and
thus maintain the clothes line C under tension.

The clothes-pins G G’"are each formed of a
wooden bar, ¢, having a notch, 4, formed in
one edge near one end.
bar ¢ is inserted one end of a wire, which is

50 formed of the spiral, %, and extended along

parallel with the bar 1, bent forward toward

Fig. 5 1s a de-

‘In the edge of the

| thence downward parallél with the side of the
“bar, then across the edge of the bar in the

noteh 7, then upward parallel with the side of 53

the bar, forming the elampmﬁ‘ 81311130* k', as
shown in Fig. 3.

The clothes pin or clamp G 18 pwwded with -

twoeyes,/,inserted in the notched edge thereof,
the distance between the eyes ! being about
the same as the distance between the two par-
allel strands of the clothes-line C. The bar 4

of the clothes-pin G"isshorter than that in the

clothes-pin G, and the screw-eye [’ 1s inserted
in the end of the bar, as shown in Fig. 4.

The eyes [ of the clothes-pin G are received
upon the strands of the clothes-line, as shown
in Fig. 1; but the clothes-pin G is suppelted
by the hook m, provided with two eyes, 2,
which are reeewed on the strands of the
clothes-line.

A number of clothes- pms (x, or heoksm are
placed on the clothes-line in bhe manner al-
ready described, and when the clothes-pins G
are used the elothes are clamped in the notches
j, near their lower ends, by the wire spring
k', and the outer clothes-pin, G, 18 secured to
the lower strand of the clothes-line by a cord,
0, attached to the clothes-pin and tied reund
the clothes-line. The inner clothes-pin, G, is

‘connected with a cord, p, extending through

the window, and which is drawn tight and
tied to some fixed support when it 1s desned
to stretch the clothes upon the line.

When the clothes-pins G’ are used, a number
of the double-eyed hooks m will be received
on the two strands of the endless clothes-line
C, and the clothes-pins G will be secured to
the clothes in the manner already described,
while they are detached from the line. The
may then be carried to the line, and the eyes
U of theclothes-pins will be placed on thehooks
m in succession until the entire washing is
suspended from the line.
washing is attached to the line inside of the
bulldmg, and 1s carried to its place in the
open air by turning the grooved pulley A in
a direction to carry the lewer strand to which
the cord o is attached outward and the upper
strand inward. This operation carries the
washing out of the window and spreads it;
when theinner clothes. -pin, G, isdrawn toward

‘the building by the cord- p and secured.

- the notched edge of the bar ab right angles, | When the action of the wind upon the clothes

In either case the
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1s too great, the tie-cord p may be loosened. |

wlien, by turning the grooved pulley A in the
opposite direetion, the clothes will be gathered
together, so as to expose less surface to the
action of the wind.

L am aware that endless clothes-lines have
had weights connected to them to hold the line
taut; also that an ordinary clothes-pin has had
one leg slotted to receive the lower bent end
of @ spring secured at its upper coiled end to
the pin; also that a wire clothes-pin has been
formed of a frame having a clamping-spring
at each end to receive the clothes-line and
clothes, and provided with a wire having an
eye at its outer end to receive the clothes-line,
the said wire extending under the frame above
the clothes and between the clamping-springs,
and I donot claim the same. In my construe-
tionthe clothes pin is suspended from the line,
and the clothes are held by it, but are not
clamped on the line, so that articles may be
suspended and moved freely along the line
without actually coming in contact with it.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination,with an endless clothes-

317.248

line, of the support F, having two parallel

guides, d d, the frame I, sliding thercon and
having the yoke ¢, the pulley mounted in the
frame, the red f, secured to the yoke and
passed through the support F, the nut ¢ on
the outer end of the rod, and the spring 2 on
the rod between the nut and the support, sub-
stantially as sct forth.

2. A clothes-pin formed of a bar, 4, notched
transversely on one outer face near its lower
end and provided with upper and lower rope-
receiving eyes, and the spring %, secured to
the bar, bent at its lower end transversely to
the bar and extending through and across the
notch in the bar, substantially as set forth.

3. The combination, with the endless
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clothes-line C, of the double-eyed hook m, re-

ceived on the clothes-line, and the clothes-pin
G’, formed of the notched bar i, clamping-
spring k, and eye ', for receiving and support-
ing the eclothes, substantially as herein shown
and described.

JAMES W. MILLER.

Witnesses:
(. M. BURLINGAME,
W. A. PORTER.
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