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To all whom it may concermn: -
- Be it known that I, JOHN SAMPLE, of Nor-

wood, county of Norfolk, and State of Massa-
“chusetts, have invented an Improvement in

Can-Openers, of which the following descrip-
tion, in connection with the accompanying
drawings, is a specification, like letters on the
drawings representing like parts.

“Prior to my invention a can-opener con-
sisting of a two-edged blade has been pro-

vided with a rigid projecting shoulder, upon

which the implement was turned as a fulerum,
said.shoulder having an engaging edge formed

by the two sides of the shoulder at right |

angles with relation to each other; but such

‘construction has been found objectionable be-

cause the edge of the shoulder thus formed

would not bite into the top of the can suffi-

ciently during the entire movement of the
implement {o prevent the same from slipping
back. o | o
- This invention has for its object to provide
a can - opener consisting of a single blade,
with a feeding device consisting of a pivoted
arm having ashoulder projecting at right an-
oles therefrom, upon which the 1mplement
may be turned as a fulerum, while the under

'side of the arm bears upon the material ab

one side of the slit being cut, the said shoul-

der having a beveled edge to bite into the

fop of the can, and thereby positively pre-
vent the implement from slipping or otherwise
moving back when operated. DBoth edges of
the blade, which are preferably curved, are
preferably sharpened, and also both edges of
the projecting shounlder. |
Figure 1 shows in side elevation
opener embodying this invention, the same
being shown in operative position 1n connec-
tion with the top portion of a can; and Kig.
2 an edge view of the blade and its feeding
device. - * |
The blade «, preferably sharpened upon

both edges and curved to follow the contour

of an ordinary can, is secured to any suitable
handle, . An arm, ¢, composed of a flat strip
of metal, preferably rectangular in cross-sec-

tion, is pivoted to the shank of the blade

by a suitable pin, said arm having one ot 1ts
ends bent at right angles to form a shoulder,
¢. Iach edge of the shoulder ¢’ is beveled,
as ab ¢. "

As the curved blade is forced through the

top of the can and tipped backward in the ]

4. Cai-

| direction of the arrow, Fig. 1, the under side 53

of the pivoted arm bears upon the material at

one side of the slit, and the beveled portion

of the shoulder followed Dby the sharp edge
thereof will bite into the ecan-top and posi-
tively prevent the blade slipping or other-
wise moving backward while serving as a ful-
crnm upon which the implement is turned.
The under side of thearm, being flat, prevents

the edge of the metal formed by cutting froni

bending upward or tearing, so that a.smooth 65
edge shall be left to better enable the imple-
ment to feed forward.

By curving the blade asshown, a curved slit
may be cut very close to the edge of the can,
while if the blade was made straight, the 7o
point would cut into the inside of the side of
the can. |

In instances where a -shoulder having &
squared edge is used, or one having an edge
formed by the sides of the shoulder meeting 75

ab right angles with relation to each other,

the shoulder does not get a firm bearing or
bite soon enough, nor hold the bite long
enough to prevent the implement slipping

as it is moved upon the said shoulder as a 8o

fulerum; but by the construction herein de-

seribed, the sharp edge of the shoulder serves
as a fulerum, firmly biting into the can-top,
and preventing the implementslipping as the
blade cuts the top of the can upward from
beneath. |

It is obvious that the shoulder having bev-

eled edges, as described, may be -rigidly ab-
tached to the shank of the blade, in which

case the shoulder would be beveled upon its go

under side, so that the beveled portion would

first serve as a bearing, and afterward the
sharp edge would firmly bite into the top of

the can.

I claim—

As anewarticle of manufacture, a can-open-
er consisting of a blade and suitable handle
therefor, the pivoted arm ¢, having a shoulder
projecting at right angles from one end of the
said arm, said shoulder having a beveled edge,
as ab ¢, all substantially as and for the pur-
pose described. - |

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.
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Witnesses: ~ JOHN SAMPLE.
BERNICE J. NOYES,
F. CUTTER. |
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