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section on the line o x of Fig. 1.

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM HAMILTON, OF ALLEGHENY CITY, PENNSYLVANIA.

DEVICE FOR FASTENING COFFINS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 345,685, dated July 20, 1886.

App]icntiﬂn filed May 27, 18¢6.

Serial No. 203,414, {(No model.)

To all whom it NI CONCETrH,:

Be 1t known that I, WILLIAM HAMILTON
of Allenhenv City, in tlle county of Alleg heny
and Smte of Pexmsxlmnm have 1nvented a
new’ and useful Impiovement in Fastening
Devices for Coffins; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription theleof refer ence bemcr had to the
accompanying drawings, fm'mmg p..ut of this

specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of a coffin prowded
W1th my 1mpmved fastening device. Tig. 2
18 a bottom plan view of the lid; Iig. 3 1s a
detached perspective view of the fastenmn*
device. . I'ig. 4 is a perspective view of t]mt
part of the fastenmg dt_wme which 1s on the
side of the coffin. Fig. b is a vertical cross-
Fig. 6 is a
side detail view of a modified torm ofthe cateh.
Figs. 3, 4,5, and 6 are drawn on a ]’uﬂel

. scale th‘m are Ifigs. 1 and 2.
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Like qymbals of 1‘efeleneemdlcatehlxe parts
in each.

In the drawings, 2 111{110'Ltes the coffin- UUdy,
and 3 1s the lid.
the coffin at the upper edges are lugs 4, whose
rear ends are preferably'beveled on the under
side, as shownin Figs. 3and 4. Onthe under
side of the coffin- 11d are lugs or catch- -pleces b,
whose front ends are tmpeled s0 that they

with the inclined lugs 4. On the under side
of the coffin- lld, a hLLle in advance of one of
the opposite pair of the lugs b, are springs §,

which are screwed to the lid at points D, “and
project outward tr fmsvelsely of the length of

_ the coffin-lid.
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The operation is as follons The lid is set
upon the coffin so that thelugs 5 shall be back
of the lugs 4, and the undertmker presses the

nro ectmn‘ spring-catches 6 upward into re-
p )}

cesses ¢, made 1"01' that purpose in the under
side of the]id The lid 1sthen pushed forward
until theineclined faces of the lugs engage each

other, as shown in Flgs. 1 and 3 and the |

Pr ojecting from the sides of |

| springs 6 being then released spring into pla.

in frontof the lngs4. Thelid is thenfsecure'
locked 1n place, for the spring-catehes preve
1ts being drawn back, while the lugs 4 and
pr event its being 1*11%(3{1 or pushed forward.
In the drawings I have shown but two of tl
springs 6; but, 1f desired, there may be four-
one for eacl: of the lugs on the lid.
This fastening device is sure and noisele

| in its action, and is otherwise well adapted fi

coffins where the points to be desired are nea
ness of appearance and quiet and quick m:
nipulation. The locking-lugs, being on tl
outside of the casket, are easily seen by the u
dertaker, and no tlme need be [ost and no co
fusion need oceur in adjusting and fasteniy
the lid, since, when the lid is placed on tl
casket so that its. lugs shall be on the outsic
of the casket and is pushed forward, the lug
wiil automatically adjust themselves

If desired, thelugs 4 and 5need not he bhe
eled, but ;nn} be shaped as shown in Rig,
cach being provided with a tongue mhptod 1
1nferloek with the toneue of the other.

I claim—

1. Asmfdstemnwdencefm caskets, the con
bination, with the casket and 1ts 1id, of a lug
4, on the casket, and a lag, b, on the lid, a
1":1,nn‘ed to 1nterlock with each other, and
spring arranged to engage the end of one

~are counterparfs of and meadftpted to engage | said lugs, sabstmtm]lv as f(}r the purpos

deser 11){3(]

- 2. Asafastening device for caskets, the con
bination, with the casket and its Ild of Tug
sitnate 011 the opposue onter sules of tI
casket, and lugs 5 on the lid arranged to i
terlock with the e asket-lugs by ﬁttmu agaln
the under faces of the ]atler‘, Suhshntml] y
and for the-purposes deseribed.

In testimony whereof 1 have lhereunto s
my hand this 25th day of May, A. D. 18SG.
- WILLTAM ITAMILTON.
Witnesses: -

W. B. CorwIN,

TaHOMAS W. BAKEWELL,
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