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To all whom it may concern:
Be it knownthat I, ROBERT EDWARD KING,

of Warrenton,inthecounty of Warrenand State

of North Carolina, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Check-Rein Holders,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates fo a device for check-
ing horses while driving; and its object is to
provide such a device of simple construction,
which 1s entirely under the control of the
driver by meansof the ordinary guiding-reins,

~and which obviates the necessity of using the

15

independent check-rein fastening ordinarily |

employed with carriage-harness.
The essential features of my invention com-

|

| 1fs termination.

prise a frame-work, which may be made in one |

piece, mounted upon the saddle, in place of
the ordinary check-hook, and havi ing guide-

rings for the driving-reins and a central- pas-
sage for an auxiliary check-rein connected to
the gniding-reins and operated bytheireleva-
tion and depression. With this frameis com-
bined a journaled roller having a limited
movement 1n slots in the frame and adapted,
when 1n one position, to pinch the check-rein
between 1tself and the frame, and thus hold it
securely, and in the other to revolve freely.
and so permit the check-rein to work back
and forth in the frame without restriction.
While the auxiliary check-rein is required, it

~does not extend back to the driver; butits op-
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eration 1s entirely dependent upon the proper

movement of the driving-reins.

For full comprehension of my invention
reference 1s nnde to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 118 a {ront elevation of the entire
device. Ifig.21sa side elevation showing the
rein when checked. Fig. 3 is a similar view
with the rein unchecked. Tig. 4 shows the
atbtachment of the anxiliary check. stmpto the
gulding-reins.

A represents the frame, which consists of a
bottom plate, A’, and side plates, A* A% which
may be connected at the top toforman arched
yoke, as shown. The entire frame is prefer-
ably cast or otherwise fmmed of one piece of
metal.

B B are guide-rings,cast with or secured to
the brachets b b of the frame, for the purpose
of receiving the ordinary driving-reins, and
which may be dispensed with, if desued the

| proximity tothe bed-plate A’

ordinary rings upon saddle as at present serv-

ing the purpose. Theside plates, A% are each
prowded with a %lot ¢, having a stlmnhb In-
clined portion, ¢/, and a circular 1ecess ¢y at
This recess ¢* forms A wing
of the slot ¢, and 1s extended at approximately
a right angle thereto, whereby it may receive
the roller when the latter is held out of posi-
tion for binding the check-rein. Intheseslots
18 journaled a roller, C, the journals of which
may be ordinary screws, d, tapped into its
ends; or the journal may extend entirely
through the rollerand be provided at one end
with a solid head and at the other with a re-
movable serew cap or nut. The roller thus
has a limited movement on theslots ce, which
are inclined toward the rear, so that when the
roller i1s ab the end of the incline it is in close

D i1s connected to the driving-reins, as shown
in Fig. 4, and passes through the frame Dbe-
tween the roller and the bed-plate. The pe-
riphery of the roller 18 preferably serrated, as
shown, and the entire frame is secured to the
harness-saddle by a bolt, g, and nut 7, and

‘when so sceured and the reinsarein pia(‘e the

operation is as follows:

‘In checking the horse the driver depresses
the driving-reins, which brings them down
upon l;he'bed-plate and permits the roller to
leave the circular recess at the end of the slots
and travel down the incline. As the roller
bites into the strap, the resistance of the horse
to the strain crowds the roller still further
down until the strap 1s pinched tightly., In
this position 1t will remain until the reins are
raised and pulled back by thedriver, when the
roller will be disengaged and move up in the
slot to the circular recess, where it will sim-
ply revolve, supported by the strap, which is
now free to play beneath it. The strap may
be further confined near the bed-plate by a
loosely-pivoted bar, ¢, extending across be-

tween theside plates, beneath which the strap

passes from the roller. This prevents the
strap from offering resistance to the roller
when 1t commences to descend in the slot.

It 18 obvious that the check-rein may be dis-
connected from the driving-reins and used as
a hitching-strap, or entirely dispensed with,
in which case the reins would be used in the
ordinary manner, and as the device is small

- Thecheck-rein-
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and compact and neatly made and finished, it | or bearing aforesaid, and all arranged sub-

does not detract from the appearance of the
harness even when the auxiliary rein 1s not
used, but really forms an ornamental mount-

ing for 1t.
that the check-rein must be of sufficient len oth
to permit the horse to be guided by the drw-
ing-reins under ordinary cireumstances with-
out checking. |

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new 18—

1. The herein-described clamping device fm.
straps, comprising a body or frame provided
with a wall or bearing, and with guides 1n-
clined with reference to said bearing,and hav-

ing wings arranged at approximately right
angles to their main portions, and the roller
held and movable in said guides and into and
out of the wings thereof, the said wings being
0 projected 1n a reverse dneetmn from the W‘lll |

It will of course be understood |

stantially as described, whereby when the

roller is in said wings the strap may move
‘back and forth w1thout being clamped by said

roller, substantially as set fOI th.

2. AS an 1mpr0ved article of manufacture,
a checlk-rein holder consisting of a frame hav-
ing guide-rings B for the reins, and provided

“with inclined guides ¢ and wall or bearing A’,

and the roller held -and movable in said gmde,
Substantlally as seb forth.

3. The combination, with the frame or case
having inclined gmdes ¢ and a wall or bear- '_

ing, A" of the roller C, held and movable 1n
the guldes ¢, and the pin or bar 4, sub‘st'np
tml]y as set forth.
ROBERT DDYVARD KING
Witnesses:
JNO. (. TARWATLER,
JOSEPI . MAGEE.
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