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lo a,ZZ wlony it maly Concern:
Be it known that I, OLIN C. WIGHTM W’ of
Mohawk, 1n the County of Herkimer, 1n the

State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvementsin Check-Hooks,of which

the following, taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings, is a full, clear, and
exact description. |

This invention relates to the class of gheck-
hooks which are detachable from the harness-

saddle to slacken the check-rein connected |

with said hook, and are adapted to bereplaced
on the saddle to tighten the check-rein; and
the invention consists in an im prov_ed CON -
struetion and eombination of parts, all as here-
inafter more fully deseribed, and specifically
set forth 1in the claim. : |

In the annexed dmwnws, Figurc I 1s a ver-

tical longitudinal section of my " automatic re-

setting LhBCk hook. Fig. II is a perspeciive
view 1llustrat,1nfr the 0pemtlon of releasing
the check-hook from its supporting plate or

bracket, and Fig. III is a side view showing !

the opemtlon of the check-hook for connect-
ing and disconnecting the cheeh rein to and

from the same. .
Similar letters of let’ueuce 111dtcate corre-

sponding parts.

A represents the supporting plate or br ack-
et of the check-hook, which phte or bracket
is provided with a smew -threaded stud, s, or
other suitable and well-known means for at-
taching it to the saddle-tree.

From the plate A rises a case, A’, which
stands with its plane at right angles to the sad-
dle of the harness, and is formed with a for-
wardly-facing mouth, m, the bottom of the
interior of which 18 f01 med with a cateh or
shoulder, a, as illustrated in FFig. I of the draw-
ings.

Un a stud -pin, s, rigidly attached to the cen-
ter of the interior of the case A’, is pivoted a
drum, b, to which 1s attached one end of a
su1ta,ble strap, d, the opposite end of which 1is

attached to the heel or base of the check- {

hook C. A spring, ¢, attached at one end to
the stud-pin ¢, and ab the opposite end to the
drum b, is coiled in such & direction as to cause
the resilience thereof to rotate the drum in a

plate or bracket A.
‘hook 1s of a shape to allow it to enter the

T ——

direction towind the strap dthereon, and thus
draw the check-hook Ctoward the supporting
The heel or base of the

mouth m of the case A’ and is formed with a
catech or shoulder,
with the catch or shoulder ¢. The mouth m
18 slightly above the base of the drum 0, and
thus the strap d 1s caused to draw the heel of
the check-hook C downward, so as to yield-
ingly retain it interlocked vith the shoulder
a, and abt the same time hold the free end of

the check-hook against the exterior of the

case, so as to close the passage to and from
the check-hook and prevent accidental discon-
nection of the check-rein from the said hook.

‘The yielding sapport-of the check-hook allows

a person to erowd the free end of said hook

‘down and away from the case A’ sufficiently

to pass the check-rein into or ont of the hook,
as represented 1n Fig, II1 of the drawings.

D denotes a tripper for releasing the check-
hook fromn the hook or catch a, said tripper
consisting of a lever pivoted to the rear of the
plate or bracket A, and having one end ex-
tending forward to the shoulder «, so as to lie

¢, adapted to interlock -
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under the heel or base of the check-hook when

interlocked with the said shoulder. The rear
end of the lever D projects upward and ter-
minates with a forward curvature, so as to
allow a person seatedin the carriage and hold-
ing the driving:reins to throw one  of the reins

‘across the front of the lever, as illustrated in

Fig. I1 of the drawings, and when the rein is
thus brought to bear on the lever D a slight
pull on the rein draws the lever rearward, and
thereby causes the forward end of the lever
to raise the hcel of the check-hook off from
the shoulder or catch «. The check-hook is
thus released to allow the horse’s head free
play to drink. In this operation the band d
is nnwound from the drum b, and the spring
e 1s wound up.

When it is desired to recheck the horse’s
head, the driving-rein is to be thrown off from
the lever D, and then by pulling on the reins,
so as to draw up the horse’s head, the strap d
is allowed to be wound on the 5p11n0' -actuated
drum b6, and antomatically draws the check-
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hook back into engagement with the shoulder | check-hook from the shoulder a by means of |
«, which affords a firm hold for the check- | the driving- 1eln,eubstantlal]yasdescrlbed and 15

hook. shown.
- Having described my invention, what I In testimony whereof I have hereuntosigned
5 clalm as new is--— my name and affixed my seal, in the presence

‘The combination, with the br ackeb A, pro- | of two attesting witnesses, at Herkimer, in the
vided with the shoulder a, of the drum b piv- | county of Herkimer, in the State of NeW York, 20
oted on the bracket, the check-hook _C, pro- | this 2d day of Februar y, 1886.

- vided with the shoulder ¢, adapted to inter- . '
1c lock with the shoulder «, the strap d, connect- OIT"IN C. WIGHTMAN. L. 8]
ing the check-hook with the drum, the spring | Witnesses:
- ¢, for actuating the drum to wind the strap S. E. Cozx,

thereon, and the tripper D, for releasing the:1 J. B. RAFTER.
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