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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, DUNDAS DICK, of the
city of New York, in the county and State of
New York, and a citizen of the United States
of America, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Means for Protecting
Menthol Cones or Pencils and Analogous Ar-
ticles from Deterioration on account of Kvap-
oration, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompanying
dl&Wl]]ﬂS forming paltof the same,1n which—

I‘Jﬂ*ure 1 is a side elevation of a menthol
cone secured to the standard in the ordinary
manner. FHig. 2 is a similar elevation of the
cover intended and adapted to be placed over
said cone and upon the standard aforesaid.
Fig.
th§ cone and its inclosing-case. Fig. 4 is a
view similar to Fig. 1, exceptthat it represents
the cone protected bya film of gelatine. Fig.
5 is a view similar to Fig. 3, with the same ad-
dition; and Fig. 618 a view like Fig. 4, except

that a ‘small portion of the. upper part of the

film is removed.

Menthol pencils or cones, the use of which
has become s0 general within a few years, are
very volatile, and when put up In wooden

boxes, as 1s preferable and desirable, unless

used very soon thereafter, a slight rise in tem-
perature will cause the vaporization of a por-
tion of the menthol, and said vapor finds its
way out through the pores of the wood, or be-
tween the standard and cover, and in a short
time so much of the menthol has been thus
wasted that the cone is too imperfect to be
salable.
object of my present invention, in attaining
which object many points must be considered
in order to provide means for preventing said
waste which shall be practicable and at the
same time inexpensive. ~ In the first place, the
device employed must be impervious to air or
it is of course useless. It should fit closely,
foras the cone should preferably be first placed
and secured upon the standard, it is not prae-
ticable to make the envelopeso as to cover the
cone entirely, and then place 15 on the stand-
ard, as that would necessitate removing it from
its seat in order to takeoif the envelope,which
to the consumer would be objectionable.

There must therefore be a joint, and if the
cover fits too loosely vaporized menthol will

3 is a central vertical sectional view of

To prevent this loss and waste is the
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find its way out at said Jomt while if the en-
velope fits closely no vapor can form. It should

be elastic, as the menthol expands with the 55
heat, and would theretfore ruptm ethe envelope
were that inelastie, and 1t should be readily
removable by the purchaser when he desires

to use the cone. Allthese conditions are met

in an envelope of flexible material applied as 6o -
hereinafter described, and as shown in the
drawings, in which A is the standard or base
of the box or case, B is the cover of said box,
C is the menthol cone itself, and D isthe gel
atine envelope.

In applying this deviee I first pleferably
place a thin disk of gelatine upon the stand-
ard, causing sald disk to cover the bottomand
extend to the top of the walls of the slight re-
cess, which is usually formed in the standard 7o
to receive the cone, though this disk may be
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dispensed with, the main object of my inven-

tion being to cover the otherwise fully exposed
portions of the cone. ‘Then, having formed
the menthol cone, I seat 1t upon said disk or 75
standard, usually employing a slight degree of
heat, that the menthol and gelatine may be
:ﬁlmly'attacllea tothestandard. Now, having
prepared a gelatine solution of such 'consist-
ency that it Wl]l retain the character of flexi-
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-bility, which may be done by using two parts
of gelatine and one part of glycerine, or in

various other ways, In some cases using sugar
or molasses and varying proportions, the only
necessity being that it shall retain its flexibil-
ity, which being understood—any one accus-
tomed to the mixing of gelatine solutions will

‘readily understand the requisite ingredients

and proportions—I dip the cone in said solu-
tion far enough fo have the gelatine entirely
cover. the exposed surface of the cone, and
preferably extend a littie over the outer edge
of the wall of the recess before referred to,
or thestandard itself, in casethere is no recess.
It may then have the cover B placed over it
and screwed down onto standard A, and be
ready for market. Such envelope will be
found to preserve the menthol substantially
intact, even under exposure to quife a high
temperature and for a practically unlimited
period. Whenabout to be used, the envelope -
may be readily removed by bemg cut or torn

away, and it presents -the further advantage

that it may be removed a little at a time, as
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‘capsule 1n the desired form and then phcmg .

10

shown in IFig. 6, and the remainder be left to

) . - 344,949

protect the cone even after its use is begun by
the consumer. At the same time it is eco-
nomical, cleanly, and otherwise nunobjection-
able to pumlmse:s Of course said envelope
may be applied by first molding the gelatine

16 over the cone, having slightly heated the
lower edge, that 1t may make a tight joint;
but such meshod T do not consider in any way

a departure from my invention.

What I claim as my invention, 'mcl desire to

secure by Letters Patent, is—

As a new article of mauufactme, a menthol
cone covered by a close-fitting gelatine envel- 15
ope and inclosed 1n a box or case, substantially
as fmd for the purpose Speuﬁed

DUNDAS DICK.

Witnesses:
A. G.N. VERMILYA,
A.n S- FITOIT-
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