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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, ANDREW L. HINES, a
citizen of the United Smtes residing at Char-
lotte,in the county of Eaton and State of Michi-
oan, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Folding Tables, of which the follow-

1ng 18 a specification, reference being had to

the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to Improvements in
folding tables; and it consists of the peculiar
and mnovel constmctmn and combination of
parts, substantially as hereinafter fully set
forth, and specifically pointed out in the
claims.

_The object of my invention is to provide an
improved table which shall fold very c¢om-
pactly fer storage or transportation, and which
can be very easi]y and readily adjusted for use
or folded; to provide means for holding the

table-top at any desired inclination or adjust-

ment, and which 18 especially adapted for use
by artists, drattsmen, and others; to provide
means for preventing the books or other arti-
cles on the table-top from falling off when the
top isinclined, and which is adapted to be ad-
justed or folded so as to lie flush with the top,
and to provide animproved table which shall
be very simple, strong, and durable in con-
struetion,and cheap and inexpensive of manu-
facture. *

In the accompanying dmwmgs IMigure 1 18
a bottom plan view of my impr oved table in
its folded position. Fig. 218 an inverted per-
spective view of the table in its unfolded po-
Fig. 3 is a vertical transverse central
sectional view through the device in the po-
sition shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is adetall view
in transverse section of a portion of the table-
top and the adjusting-strip I, showing one of
the transverse slots therein and the headed
gulde-pin thereof, the dotted lines illustrating
the position of the strip when 1t 18 ac]]usted
above the upper edge of the top to retain books
or other articles tllereon. Fig. 5 1s a view in
perspective of the parts shown in Fig. 4.

Referring to the drawings, in which like let-
ters of reference denote corresponding parts
in all the figcures, A designates the top of my

improved: fo]drnn mble, which is of any de-

sired or pr eferred form and size, and which is
provided at or near its ends, on the under face
thereof, with battens B. -

C designates adjusting or holding blocks,
~which are arranged to bear against the inner
faces of {he battens. -
provided at each end of the table and .for each
of the battens, and they are pivoted at one end

the free ends thereof can be moved or adjusted

‘the position shown in I‘JGS 2 and 3.

- D designates suppor tmtr ‘blocks, which are
rigidly seemed to the top A, near one edge
thereof, and adjacent one end of the battens,
within the latter. |

It I designate the foldable legs of the table,

The legs of each pair are pivoted together at
their mlddle as at ¢, and the free upper ends
of the legs K D are pwoted to the {r ce ends of the
pivoted adJ usting-blocks C, as at ¢/, while the
free upper ends of the legs F are pivo_ted di-
rectly to the supporting-blocks D, as at f, - The
legs E are connected together and braced byv
tie rods or bars E', which are secured on the
opposite facesthereof, and the legs I are con-
nected by a tie-bar, I, and have the lateral
inclined braces I Secured thereto and to sald
bar, as clearly shown. | --
The outer faces of the pwoted arljustmg
blocks are provided with a series of apertures,
¢, that are arranged in the arc of a ¢ircle con-
centric with the pwob of the blocks C, and each
of the battens B have hooks G pwoted there-
to, as at ¢/, and provided with nibs ¢*, that are

| adapted to enter the apertures g and hold the
top at any desired angle or inclination; but I
| do not desire to limit myself to this particular

form of fastening device, as I am aware that
others can be substituted therefor without de-
parting from the principle of my invention.
Near their pivoted ends the holding or ad-
Jjusting blocks C are provided with noteches or
apertures £, so that the nib ¢° of the pivoted
hooks can enter the same to retain the adjust-
able top at a very steep incline or angle, for
artists, &e., and the pivoted hooks are con-
fined in place and limited in their movements
by keepers or staples »/ ,secured to and carried

| by the battens.

I designates a retaining-strip that is fitted to
one of the side edges of the table-top,and pro-
jects above the edges thereof, to retain the
| books and other ar ticlesin phce when the top

whicharearrangedin pairs at each end thereof.

One of these blocks €18 55

- to the middle of the battens, as at ¢, so that -

to either of the side edges of the top A, or in 60
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18 adjusted at an incline orangle, and thisstrip
- is adapted to be adjusted so that it will lie

~ flush with the top when the latter occupies a

o 5 work-table or for other purposes..
" edge of the retaining-strip is rounded or bev--_ |
eled, and the ends are likewise beveled, and:

40

horizontal position, to be used as awriting or

o near its ends the strip JS.tL ansversely slotted
as ab 1.
- J designates headed 1et¢umng pms, 1whlch

.. are secured in one edge of the top and pass

~ through the slots inthe retaining-strip to hold
- and permanently attach the same to the top,

~ while at the ‘same time 1t can .be easily and |
readily adjusted above the plane of the top or

-;ﬂushed theremth and when the retaining

| he]d 1mm0mbly n plaee by means  of pwoted' |t

- blocks J', that are carried by the table top.

- the legs and the free ends of the adjusting-

blocks lie between and flush with the battens

and the rigid blocks D, and the legs bear

. 25 against the top and project beyond the latter
at one end. To unfold the table, the legs are
~first turned on their pivots by hand to the op- |
- posite position to that shown in Fig. 1, or ad-
justed to bring their opposite or lower edges
30 uppermost, and the free ends of the legs I& are
forced outwardly away from the legs I, and

both legs are simultaneously turned to 'm_ up-
"~ right ép:OSiti-on', the adjustment of the legs E

forcing the ends of the adjusting-blocks that

35 arecon 1nected thereto into an upright position,

whereby the blocks will be tulned on their

- pivofs to the opposite ends of the battens or
top edge, and the legs will be unfolded so as
- to cross each other, and thus firmly and 110‘1(1]5;
secure or support the top in place. When the
~blocks bear flat against the top and the table
is unfolded,the top is held in a horizontal po-
sition, and 'if it is desired to adjust the same

ab an-angle or inclination, the edge of the top |-

opposite to the retaining-strip 1s elevated and
the hooks forced into the desired aperture ¢
or h. It will thus be seen that I provide a
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table which can be very easily and quickly !

| adjusted or folded, that the 'pa,rts fold very

The opemtlon of my inveation is as follows:
When the table is folded, the upper ends of

-statlonary and swmgmﬂ* bloeks, and a plvoted

compactly for shipment or storage, that the :o

device is simple and cheap, and can be adapt- _
ed to the wants of artists, and thus dlspeuse -

with an easel.
I am aware that it 18 not new to prowde

folding table comprising a top having slotted 55

battens at its side edges, and two pairs of

| swinging legs pivotally connected at thelr
middle, one pair of legs being hinged directly
to the top, and the other-pair carrying a tie-.
bar that slides in the slots of the battens; but 60

such 18 not my invention.
Hevmg thus fully descrlbed my 1nvent10n

Lette1s Petent 18—

1. In afoldmc-' table the combmatlon of a 65

earmed by the top and AT renn*ed near one edcre |

‘thereof and within the. .battens, the S.winging |
‘blocks pivoted to the battens and having the

apertures g, a pair of legs pivoted to the free 7o

ends of the swinging bleeks another pair of
‘blocks pivoted to the statwnary blocks and to
the fellow legs, and a locking device emned
by the battens and adapted to enter one of

Lhe apertures g of the swinging block, to main- 75

tain the top In an 1nclmed pOSItlon as set

forth.
2. In a folding ta,ble, the combination of a

top carrying the battens, the stationary blocks
- secured to the top,the swinging bloek C,

Piv-.
oted a,t one end t.o the battens zmd hwu:lg Al

locking-arm carried by a batten and adapted
to engage with the notch 7 of the swinging
block,to maintain the top 1n an inclined posi-

tion, as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the fmeﬂemw as
my own I have hereto affixed my Swnatme 1n 9o
presence of two witnesses.

ANDREW L. HINES.

Witnesses:
DANIEL B. GREEN,
GUsTIN G. HICKMAN.
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