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UNITED STATES

LEANDER W. FREEMAN, OF LIBERTY, ASSIGNOR, BY MESNE ASSIGNMENTS,

OF ONE-HALF TO EMETT L. KENNEDY, OF _
BOND, AND CLARA K. FREEMAN, ALL OF LIBERTY,

FREEMAN,

_ LEVI L.
INDIANA. '

RUSHVILLE, AND ISRAEL

MAIL-BAG.
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Apphcritlﬂn i led M fm’oh 11 18806,

IET CA‘I‘IOI*-& forming part of Letters Patellt I70. 344 775, dated June 29, 1856.

scrial No. 191,887, (No model.)

20 all z@?wm it QY CONCerv:
Be it known that I, LEANDER W.
MAN, & citizen of the Umted States, 1e31dmw

ab leerb}f in the county of Union and State

of Indnm have invented new and usefol Im-
pr ovements in Mail-Bags, of which the follow-

Ing 18 a specification.

This i invention relates to a mail bag or pouch
iIn which a series of hinged plates are ar-
ranged within the mouth of the bag, sa1d plates
being partly separated by intervening spaces
and connected by hinges that extend only part-
ly across the plates, the arrangement being
such thatthe hinge on one side will be received
in the eonespondmﬂ space on the oppositeside,
and so permit the mouth- -pleces to be br oucrht
closely together, when the projecting pmtles
of the hmnes at the rear will be enﬂ'awed by
bolts that are actuated by a ]Jllflﬁ'ed hasp on
the front of the bag.

The invention COIlSIStS in the construetmn

and combination of pajrtu? as hereinafter more

fully set forth.

In the annexed drawings ,1llustrating the in-
vention, Figure 1 is a perspectlve view of my
1111pr0ved mail- bag partly opened. TIig.2isa
similar view of the. upper part of the bag,show-
ing the same closed and ready for transporta-
1310111 Iig.3 is a horizontal section through the
mouth of the bag., I'ig. 4 is a vertical trans-
verse section of the same; Kig. 5, a detail view
of the opposite mouth- phtef-' with their con-

_ - neching- hinges.
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" The refel ence-numeral 1 degignates the body
of a mail bag or pouch made of any suitable
material. Within the mouth of the bag is se-
cured a series of oblong metallic plates, 2, pref-

erably three on each Slde connected by hmﬂ*es |

The end hinges, 3, extend enbirely across the
mouth- phtes bub the intermediate hinges, 4,

on one side of the bag, and the corr espondmn
hinges, 5, on the opposite side, extend only
about half- way across. the p]ates connected
thereby.. Deneath the rearhinges,4, and above
the front hinges, 5, between the ends of the
plates 2,are ver théLl spaces 6, that receive the
0pp051te hinges 4 and 5 when ‘the bag is closed,

and so allow the opposite plates to come closely
together.

FREE-
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The upper edges of the plates 2 on one side 56
of the bag- moutly are preferably provided with
flanges 7 130 fit over the upper edges of the op-
pOSlLe pl‘le'S when the bag 1s closu] |

‘The central plate on the front of  the bag i1s
provided with a horizontal slot, 8, for the pas- 55
sage of a staple, 9, secured to the correspond-
ing rear plate. Theslot 8isalso formed through
the bag and through a hasp-supporting plate,
10, fastened to theouter side of the bag-front.

The plate 10 is provided at each end with 6o
horizontal slots 12, and between the slots S and
12 are transverse guide-loops13. Theslots 12
and guide-loops 13 receive and support the

'ﬂ‘ulde -arms 14 of bolts 15,thatslidein horizontal

Slots 16,formed in the eﬂds of the front and rear 65
mouth- pldtes The pintle 17 of each rear hinge,
4,extends down across and imme_diate]y in front
of thé horizontal slot 16, in position to be en-
gaged by the bolts 15, and theleby lock the
oppomte plates 2 together.

T'o the guide-arm 14 of each bolt 1o 18 plv
oted one end of a hinged hasp, 18, thatis adapt-
ed to engage the staple 9, and also serves as a
lever for actuating the bolts 15.

Before closing the mouth of the bag the hasp 75
18should be drawn out,so as to 1_etmcb the bolts
15 and prevent them from interfering with the
closing together of the mouth - plates. The
front and rear plates, 2, should then be brought
together, with the flanges 7 on oneside closing 8o
over the upper edges oif the opposite plates,
and with the staple 9 projecting through the
slot 8 in the front central piate. By now
forcing the hasp 18 into engagement with the
staple 9 the bolts 15 will be carried outward 85
and behind the projecting pintle 17 of the
rear hinges, thus locking the plates £ in close
parallel contact, and the mouth of the bag can
then be secured by a padlock or other suita-
ble fastening applied to the staple and hasp. 9>

FFor the purpose of excluding the weather a

tlap,19, is attached to the rear sideof the bag,

near the top, in position to be folded over the
closed mouth of the bag. - This flap 19 carries

a slotted plate, 20, that is engaged with the g5
staple 9 and sccured by the padlock or other
fastening, and this plate 20 may, if desired, be

so formed as to serve as a tag-holder.
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. hinged mouth - plates, having intervening
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With this construction of devices for closing
and securing the mouth of a mail bag or pouch,

the bag can be opened into the most conven-
1ent position for filling,and can then be quickly
and reliably closed and secured.

What I claim as my invention is—

1.- The combination, with a mail - bag, of
hinged month-plates connected by hinges that
extend only part way across said plates, and
having intervening spaces for receiving the
opposite hinges, the hinges on one side of the
bag - mouth being provided with projecting
pintles, that are engaged by sliding bolts on
the opposite side of the closed bag, substan-
tially as described.

2. The combination, with a mail-bag, of

spaces 6 and horizontal slots 16, the inter-
mediate front hinges, 5, and rear hinges, 4, |
having projecting pintles 17, and the sliding
bolts 15, adapted to engage the pintles 17 of
the rear hinges, substantially as described.

o. The combination, with a mail - bag, of
hinged mouth - plates having intervening

spaces 6 and horizontal slots 16, the inter-
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mediate hinges, 4 and 5, extending onlypartly
across the plates, the rear hinges being pro-
vided with projecting pintles 17, the bolts 15,
and tne hasp 18, pivoted to and adapted to
actuate said bolts, substantially as described.
4. The combination, with a mail-bag, of the
mouth-plates 2, having spaces 6, slots 16, end
hinges, 3, and intermediate hinges, 4 and 5,
sald 1ntermediate hinges being extended only
partly across the plates, and the rear inter- 3s
mediate hinges being provided with down-
wardly-projecting pintles 17, the staple 9, se-
cured to the rear central plate and engaging

30

a slot, 8, in the front central plate, the bolts

15, sliding on the inside of the front central 40
plate and engaging the pintles 17, and the
hinged hasp 18, pivoted to the guide-arms of
satd bolts, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

| presence of two witnesses.

LEANDER W. FREEMAN.

Witnesses:
WILLIAM O. KEFTFER,
J. B, NICUM.
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