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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRaNk P. HARDE“T
a citizen of the United States residing at Min-
neapolis, in the county of Hennepm and State

5 of W[mnef-‘*ota,hwe invented new and useful

Improvements in Packing-Cases, of which
~ the following is a specification, 1efelence be-
- ing had to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to 1mp10vements 1n

10 portable packing-cases; and the novelty con-
sists in the peculiar construetion and combi-
nation of parts, substantially as hereinafter

fully set forth, and specifically pointed out in
the claims.

~- 15 The primary object of my invention is to

provide means whereby the entire area of the
inclosing vessel-or shell is employed or util-

- 1zed for pmehinw and storing articles of vari-

ous kinds; to provide means whereby, when

20 the vessel

- thereof can be exposed to view, and said ves-

sel 18 adapted for use as a display or show-

case, and to combine simplicity, strength,and

dumblhty of construction with thorough ef-

25 lectivenessof operation and cheapness of man-
ufacture.

In the accempmymn‘ drawings, Figure 1 is

a perspective view of my 1m1)1'0ved case,

&homnﬂ* the extensible folding rack in posi-

30
ing the rack folded; and Fig. 8 is a central

vertical sectional VIGW of the sectlons of the

- caselolded together.

35 Referring fo the drawings, in which like
letters of mfelence indicate corresponding
parts in all the figures— - -

- A designates the inclosing shell or case,
-prefembly made 1ectangula1 or square in
form, and said case is made in two sections,
an upper and lower, B C, respectively, so as
to provide two receptacles, which sections are
hinged together at one edge, as at . The sec-
tlons are preferably ma,de of equal depth,
and when the device is used as a show or ex-

40

45 ¢

or shelf and receives a part of the articles to

~ be exhibited, and the upper section, B, ig pro-
 vided with a rack, D, that is adapted to be
50 folded therein or extended therefrom, as shown

or shell is opened, the conteuts_

tion fm dlsphymﬂ the contents of the case.
Fig. 2 1s a like view ofthe case or shell, show-

hibition case the section C rests on the counter

in Fig. 1of the drawings, to display orexhibit
the ‘LI‘thleS carried thelelw
The rack D is made in two sections, D’ D?

hinged or pivoted together, as at d, and each .
_comprising side ba,rs_ or St.rips, C, and trans- 55
verse shelves ¢, snitably secured to the side -

bars and arranged at a suitable interval apart.
The upper section, D, is hinged or pivoted
to the section B of the case, as at ¢, so as to

-permit the rack to fold withinand be extend- 6c

ed therefrom, when desired; and when the
rack is in its extended unfolded position to
display the articles contained or held thereon
the section B of the case A is arranged at ap-

pr 0§1mate1y a right angle to the sectmn C of 65
said case, and thﬁ lower section, D? of the
rack rests on the outer edge of said lower
case-section C, as shown.

The lower iaces of the side bars of the rack-
section D? are beveled off so as to bear firmly 7o
against the side walls of the inclosing-shell or
case-section C when the device is adjusted
for use 18 2 show or exhibition case, and the
shelves ¢’ are arranged at an angle to the side
bars, e, of the rack D so that 'when the rack 75
is unfolded or extended the shelves will lie in
a horizontal plane, or approximately so.

The lower shelf of the folding section D* of
the rack D is provided with a G‘Lt(}]_'l - f, which
fits over the outer face of one of the side 8o
walls of the lower case-section, C, and this

cateh may be of any preferred form or con-

struction, and serves to hold the rack and up-
per sectlon of the case in proper position
when they are unfolded to display the articles 85
contained or held on the shelves of said rack,
The outer edges of the shelves are beveled off

or inclined, so as to lie in the plane of the
side bars when the rack is extended, and the

{ articles are secured or held on the shelvesin g0 -

any suitable manner, so as to prevent them
from {falling off the same when the rack is
folded and unfolded.

T'o fold the rack to inclose the same w1th
in the case A, the lower section, D? thereof 95
is elevated out of contact with the lower case-
section, C, and said section D? of the rack is
folded under the upper section, D', thereof,
and both of said sections are then forced with-

in the inclosing-walls of the upper case-see- 100
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tion, B, said rack being held therein by any
suitable device and fitting snugly therein.

T'o unfold the rack, the lower end of the sec-
tion D’ 18 pulled out of the case-section B, said

rack-section turning onits pivot in the case-
section and carrying with it the section D?
which is then unfolded and the upper section
of the case adjusted so as to permit the cateh
J of the rack to engage the lower section of
10 the case. - -

Any preferred means may be employed to
~ hold the rack and top section, B, of the case
in proper position when they are unfolded,
and the case and rack may be ornamented and
finished to any desired degree.

I am aware that it is not new to provide a
chest with a lid and a series of trays held
above and connected by levers with each
other and the box and its lid; but sueh is not
my 1invention. |

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— '

1. The combination of a case having a fold-
ing top, a rack-section, D', pivoted to and
carried by the top, and a similar rack-section,
D? pivoted to the fellow section and adapted
to be folded parallel with and upon the sec-

tion I, or extended therefrom and rest upon
the case, to support the folding top and the
rack at an angle to the case, substantially as
described, for the purpose set forth.

L5
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2. The eombination'of a, case ha‘iringa fold-
ing lid or ecover hinged thereto, a rack-section,

D', pivoted directly to and carried by the 35
| folding top, the rack-section D? hinged to the

free end of the section D’ and adapted to be
folded upon the same,and be inclosed wholly

| within the folding top or extended outwardly
‘therefrom and rest upon the case, to support 4o
the rack and top at an angle thereto, and a
‘retaining device, as f, carried by the back

section, D? to engage the case when the said

| section rests thereon, substantially as de-
‘seribed, for the purpose set forth. 45

3. The combination of a case having a fold-
ing top and a sectional rack, hinged together
and adapted to be folded upon or extended in
line with each other, one of the sections being
pivoted to and carried by the folding top, 5o
and each section having a series of rigidly-

‘held shelves arranged transversely of and at

an angle to the side bars of the rack, substan-
tially as described. | | |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 33

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

presence of two witnesses.
IFFRANK P. HARDEN.. _

Witnesses:
H. . LADD,
D. GOODSPELD.
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