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{No model.)

To all whom z,t may CoOncerw:

Be it known that-1, IpA H. W ESTGATE 5, of
Worcester, county of Wor cester, and State of
Massa(,husetts. have invented an Lmprove-
ment in Dress-Skirts, of which the following
deseription, 1n connecbmn with the accompa-
nying drawings, 18 a specification, like letters
on the drawings representing like parts.

This invention has for its object to improve

the set of dress-skirts and obviate the employ-

ment of erinoline extendmﬂ' t{) or near the bot-
tom of the skirt.

In accordance with my invention the skirt
for a short distance from 1ts bottom edge, and, .

preferably, inside the regu'ar lining, is pro-
vided with a facing composed of two plies of
cloth, between which, but close together, are
Stltched stiffened cor ds, the said fcu,mg belng
extended around the front of the skirt and
along the sides,and preferably about the back

of the skirt; but, if desired, the cords of the |

facing may be omitted at the back of the skirt,
and any usual dress or train pr otectm be
used. |

My improved facing takes the plaee of the

‘usual facing, and is in no sense a dress-pro-

tector, to come in contact with the floor or

| pavement and prevent wear of the 10wer edge
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of the skirt.

In another application, Serial No. 123, 970
filed March 12,1884, I have shown and clalmed
a dress-facing provided with a stiffened water-
proot cord; but herein the said cord is nob
water- proof

My invention consists of a dress-skirt pro-
vided about its front and along its sides with

a facing composed of twoplies of material with

stiffened cords stitched between them.

Figure 1 represents a
my improved facing, the skirt as well as the
facing being partially broken out to better
show the construction thereof. Fig. 2 is an

enlarged detail ofa portion of adress-skirt with
my improved facing added.

A by stitches b.
posed, preferably, of one ply, ¢, of rather stiff

‘plies being of stift

a skirt provided with

The skirt A, of any usual material,and hav-
ing, preferably, a lining, A', has the corded
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facing B stitched to its lower end by a row of

stltches @, and the facing i1s then turned up
within the skirt, as in Figs. 1 and 2, the upper
edge of the faeing being run onto the lining
The corded facing 1s com-

fabric, and a second ply, ¢, of dnllmn or other
usual faeing material, the two plies being ab-
tached together at 1ntervals by parallel rows
of stitches, making pockets, in which are se-
cured cords d, preterably stiffened by a premb
ration of Shelldc or glue.

A dress-skirt having a corded facing, such
as described, extended about its lower end at
front and sides will hang or set evenly with-
out the necessity of crinoline, and will keep

its shape much better than with any other fac-

ing known to me.

I claim—

1. A dress-skirt combined with afamnwcom
posed of two plies of material, one of whlch 18

| of stiff fabrie,said plies having a series of stif-

fened cords stitched between them, and the

said facing being extended about the front and

sides of the dress, substantially as set forth.
2. The combination, with the dress-skirt A

“and its lining A’, of the stiffening-facing B,

composed of two plies of material, one of said
fabrie, said plies having a
series of stiffened cords Secured between them,
and the said facing being attached to the *-:knt
by the rows of Stltchesaa,nd b,the former at the
lower edge of the facing and the latter at some
distance above said cords, as set forth.

Intestimony whereof [ have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of twosub-
seribing witnesses,

—t

IDA H. WESTGATE.

Witnesses:
(. W. GREGORY,
W. H. S1GSTON.
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