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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE 1. MOUNCE, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of Philadelphia, State of Penn-

5 Sylvania, have invented a new and useful Im-
provementin Shoe-Stretchers, which improve-
ment; is fully set forth in the following specifi-
cationand accompanying drawings, in which—

. Figure 1 represents a top or plan view of a

10 shoe-stretcher embodying my invention. Ifig.
2 represents a longitudinal section in line x «,
- Fig. 1. Iig. 3represents a tlau&velse sectlon
in line ¥ v, Flg 1.
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
15 sponding parts in the several figures.
- My invention consists of p_lvoted jaws which
are provided with handles, to one of which
18 fitted a serew, the point whereof is adapted

to bear against the other handle, whereby the |

20 jaws may be separated in a convemenb and
powerful manner.

Referring to the drawings, A represents two
Jjaws, whlch are somewhat of segmental form,
and connected by a serew, B, forming a pivot,

25 whereby they may be moved in opposite di-
rections, the jaws having handles C, through
the end of one of which is fitted a screw, D,
whose point is adapted to bear against the in-
ner side of the end of the other jaw, as most

30 clearly seen in Fig. 1.

The jaws are introduced into the shoe by
the handles, this being conveniently aceoin-
plished owing to the curvature of the tool in
the direction of its length, the handles remain-
35 1ng outside of the shoe. The screw is now
properly rotated, whereby the jaws are forced
~apart, and the pressure is exerted on the shoe
in opposite directions, thus stretching the
same, it being evident that the movement of

40 the jaws is accomplished in a powerful man-
ner, owing to the screw D, and, as the thumb-

head or handle of the latter is accessible atb |

the side of the handle of the device the said
screw is operated in a convenient manner. By
rotating the screw in opposite directious the
jaws are permitted to close, and the tool may
be removed from the shoe. -

The portions of the outer faces of the jaws
around the opening toreceive the screw B are
countersunk for the head B and nut B® of said

screw, whereby said head and nnt are flush

with the jaws, avolding projections of said
parts beyond the faces of the jaws.

The outer sides of the jaws are formed with
flanges E, which provide broad surfaces for
contact with the leather, preventing the cut-

1 ting of the same, and openings are made In
said Hanges for attaching pads to the jaws at

places where bunions or protuberances exist
on the foot. | -

In practice each jaw and handle are made
integral of cast wetal.

Having thus described my invention, wha.b I

~claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

1. The improved shoe- stretcher, formed of

Patent, 18—

pivoted jaws with handles, and a screw which
is fitted to one of said handles and adapted to
bear against the other handle substantially as
described.

2. In a shoe-streteher, the pivoted Ja,ws A,
having handles C, and a transversely- extend-

‘ing serew, said jaws'and handles being curved,

subst.:mtially as and for the purpose set forth.

3. In a shoe-stretcher, the pivoted jaws A,
having handles C, and a transversely- extend-
ing screw, D, the said jaws having flanges B,

" w:ith openings, all combined substanbia-lly as

deseribed.
. GEO. I. MOUNCE.
Witnesses: '
JOHN A. WIDDERSHEIM
A. P. GRANT.
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