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To all whom it may concern: : [
Be 1t known that1, HARRY D. WHEATLEY,

a citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Centreville, in the county of Montgomery and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Spring- Clasps; and I
I do hereby declare that the following isa full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which itappertains to make and use the same,

reference being had to the accompanying
drawmgs, Whlch form 2 part of this SpeCIﬁG{—l

tion. l

My 1nvent10n relates to that class of spring-
clasps which are more particularly adapted
for use in securing music-booksin anopen po-
sition on a music-rack, or for similar pur-
poses; and it has for its objecb the production
Spring- .cleusp which shall possess supe-
rior advantages in the points of simplicity of
construetion, durablhty, and efficiency in op-
eration.

My invention is further adapted to be used
as a file for filing away letters, for holding let-
ter-paper in the form of a tablet and thereby

dispensing with the necessity for binding the |
same, and for hanging up bills, weather-re-

ports, &c.

Referring to the annexed drawings, Flgure
1 18 a perspectiveview of my improvedspring- |
clasp, showing the same secured in operative
position to the ledge of a music-rack; and Fig.
21s a perSpectwe view taken from the under
out of the way, 'as it appears when not in use.

The same letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in both the figures.

Referring to the several parts by letter, A A
represent the straight horizontal portions of
my improved spring-clasp,which is formed of
a single pieceof wire of suitable thickness, the

form the double-crank portion A/, for the pur-
pose hereinafter set forth. - The wire forming

the clasp is bent or curved at the outer ends
of the said straight horizontal portions to form
~ the spring-coils K, while the free portions of
the ends of the wire are curved into a nearly

cular portions B’ arepreferably provided with

rubber cushions. B, which bear against the
mugic-book or othel article which is secured
upon the rack by the clasp when the latter is

‘adjusted in its operative position.

The clasp issecured to the under side of the
ledge G of, for example, a music-rack, by means
of clips or staples I placed around thesbralght
horizontal portions of the clasp, preferably
near the spring-coils E, as shown, these sta-
ples forming hinges for the clasp and allowing
it to be swung mto or out of operative posi-
tion, as reqmred To or near the outer edge
of the ledge is secured a catch, C,(shown more

‘clearly in Fig. 2 of the dramngs ) the said
“cateh being placed at such a point as to adapt
it to engage with the cranked portion A’ of

the clasp when the latter is swung up into its
operative position.

The operationof the claSp 1S as follows The
musie-book having been opened upon the rack
at the appropriate place by taking hold of the
central cranked portion, A', of the clasp and
swinging the sameup until it engages with and

enters the catch C, the cushioned. ends B of

the clasp are pressed firmly against the lower
margin of the book, where they will not inter-
fere with the readmn‘ matter or notes, and 1t
will be seen that as soon as the clasp is locked
in its raised position by its central cmnl{ed_
portion entering the catch C, the music-book
or other article to be secured will be firmly
held or locked in its adjusted position, the
cushions of the free ends of the clasp prevent-
ing the surface of the paper beinginjured un-
der the pressure of the clasp.

When it is desired to release the book or
other article from the pressure of the clasp,
it is only mnecessary to press or push the
cranked portion A’out of thestationary cateh
C, which will at once free the book or other
artlele from the pressure of the clasp.

Rubber or felt cushions ID) D are preferably
secured beneath the clasp, as shown, so that
when the clasp is swang down when not in
use the coils I willstr ike againstthe said cush-
ions, which will theieby operate to prevent
rattling, as will be readily understood.
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Tam aware that aspring-clasp has been here- 100
tofore constructed formed of a single piece of
wire secured at its extremities to the edge of

semicireular form at planes at right angles to
the straight horizontal portions of the wire,
while the free extremities of the said semieir- I
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fastening-strip being employed to secure the |

2

the ledge of a music-rack or similar sapport; }
the said wire being bent to form springs or
coils, and having its central portion bent to
adapt it to bear against the musie-book or other
article on the stand when the clasp is thrown
up into its operative position, an additional

clasp to theledge of the musie-stand; and I am
also aware that a spring-clasp has been here-
tofore constructed formed of a single strip of
metal bent to form front and rear upwardly-
projecting portions, which are each provided |
with plates between which the book or other |
article is clasped, the ‘“spring?’ of the bent
metal strip holding the clasp in its operative
position, and I do not therefore claim either
of such constructions; but _ .

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent of the United States,
18— |

1. The combination,with the catch secured-
In a suitable position to the ledge,of the here-
1n-described spring-clasp, the same consisting
of a single piece of wire bent to form the cen-
tral double-crank portion which engages with
the said catch when the clasp is raised into its |
operative position, thestraight horizontal por-
tlons on each side of the said central por-

tion, each of the said straight portions being |
curved near its end to form thespring-coil, and |
the free curved portions extending beyond the |
- 8aid coils at right angles to the body of the |
clasp and adapted to bear with their free ex- |

lower side of the ledge between the central

343,877

tremities when the elasp is raised into its op-
erative position against the article placed up-
on the ledge, and thestaples hinging the clasp
to the lowerside of theledge between the een-
tral curved portion and the spring-coils of the
same, substantially as set forth. *

2. The combination, with the catch secured
In a suitable position to the ledge,of the here-
in-deseribed spring-clasp, the same consisting
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of a single piece of wire bent to form the cen-
~tral double-crank portion which engages with

the said catch when the clasp is raised into its
operative position, thestraight horizontal por-
tions on each side of the said central portion,
each of the said straight portions being curved

45

i near its end to form the spring-coils, and the

free curved portions extending beyond the
sald coils at right angles to the body of the

50

| clasp, and provided at their free.extremities

with the rubber cushions which come in con-

‘tact with the article to be secured upon the

ledge, and the staples hinging the clasp to the 553

curved portionand thespring-coils ofthe same, '

substantially as and for the purpose set forth.
Intestimony that I claim the foregoing as my

own I have hereto affixed my signature in the 6o
. presence of two witnesses. '

HARRY D. WHEATLEY.

Witnesses:
JESSIE F. RUBEY,
L1zzie B. RUBEY.
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