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T0 all whom it may CONCEerm :

Be it known that I GEORGE A. WELD of

Winchester, county of Middlesex, and Sta,te of | strap attached to that edge of the vamp to

Massachusetts,have invented an Implovement
in Shoes, of which the following description,

- 1n connection with the accompanying draw-

O

I5

25

1ngs, 18 a specification, like letters on the draw-
ings representing hke parts.

Thls invention has for itsobject to construct |

a plow-shoe or overshoe from a novel pattern,
whereby the same may be cheaply made easﬂy

applied, .and fasteued about the foot of the
wearer.

when crimped, will eonform to the foot, and_
also present substantially straight edges €Xx-

‘tending vertically, or nearlyso, from the shank

to the top of the shoe. Two quarter pieces,
seamed together at the heel and having suab-
stantially stralght edges corresponding with
the straight edges of the vamp, are provided,
the sblaﬂght edge of one of the quarter- pleees

‘being seamed to one of the straight edges of

the vamyp, a folded gusset of pe(,ulla,r shape
being interposed between the straight edge of
the other quarter-piece and the adjacent edge
of the vamp, so that the top portion of the
shoe may be opened to admit. the foot. The

gusset 18 of triangular shape having curved

sides, and when folded upon itself in the di-
rection of its length is erimped so that two of
1ts sides become substantially straight, while
the curve is imparted to its lower central por-
tion. The two straight edges of the gusset
thus erimped are seamed one to the straight
edge of one of the quarter-pieces and the other

to one of the straight edges of the vamp, and

~ at the lower end of the gusset, at the shank of

40

the shoe, the line of stitching passes through
the edge of the vamp, both edges of the gus-
set, which are folded together and through
the edge of the quarter-piece, tightly closmcr

the gap formed by the folded gusset at the.

shank of the shoe. The gusset is also carved

at the top from the center outward corre-
spondingly,so that when folded upon itself and
- crimped smooth plies are presented at the in-
side of the shoe toavoid protruding seams, &e.,
the gusset, when the shoe is fastened, resting |
at the tfront of the leg, where least ob_]ectmn

F i

I'able to the wearer of the shoe when walking.

The fastening herein employed consists of a

which the gusset is seamed and a buckle at- 55

‘tached to the adjacent quarter-piece, so that
-the vamp may be drawn slightly flush with or
over the edge of the quarter-piece and fast-

ened.
Figure 1 shows in side elevation a shoe em- 60

‘bodying this invention; Fig. 2, a top view of

Fig. 1; Fig. 3,a section of a portlon of Fig. 1,

‘taken on the dotted line x, and Figs. 4, b,

-and. 6 plans of thepatterns or pleces employed
In accordance with this invention the up- |

per of the shoe is composed of a vamp that, |

to form the upper.
The vamp a, cut from a pattern of the shape

‘shown in Fig. 4 has curved edges 2 3, and is

crimped in any usual manner into the form

'shown in Fig. 1, drawing the curved edges 2

3, substantially straight.

‘The quarter-pieces b ¢, of the shape shown
in Fig. b, have their curved edges 4 5 seamed
together to form the heel-seam, the opposite
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edges 6 7 of said quarter -pieces being sub-

stantially straight. The straight edge 6 of 75
the quarter-piece b is seamed to the edge of
the crimped vamp «.

~ The gusset d, somewhat triangular in shape,

as shown in I‘lg 6, has two of its edges, as 89, .
curved Inwardly toward each other, while its 85
upper edgeis curved outwardly in 0pp051te di-
rections From the center. The gusset thus
shaped 1s folded nupon itself longitudinally and
crimped, (see also Fig. 6,)drawing the curved
edges 8 9, substantially straight, as shown in 85
full lines, and imparting a curve tothe central

 portion of the lower end of the folded gusset, as

shownat12. Thecrimpedand folded gusset d is
then placed between the edge 7 of the quarter-
piece ¢ and the adjacent edge of the vamp a, go
allowing the main portion of the gusset to
lie within the shoe or against the inside of
vamp «¢. The edge 8 of the gusset is stitched

to the edge 7 of the quarter-piece ¢, and the

edge 9 of the gusset 18 seamed to the edge 3of g5
the vamp ¢ from the top down to a point near
the lower end of the gusset or the shank of

the shoe, as at 15, and from this point to the

end of the gusset the line of stitching passes
through the vamp a, both edges of the folded 100
gusset, and the quarter-piece ¢, to thus form at
the lower end a very tight seam, the lower




end of the gusset acting as a welt.
tional line of stitches, 16, is added at the lower
end of the gusset at the shank portion of
the shoe, to re-enforce the seam and make a
substantially tight connection.

The top of the gusset d is curved outw ardly
from the center, as at 10, so that when folded
it presents a single curve

&g

curved, as described, a gusset of greater di-
mensions at the t()p may be employed, per-

10

mitting the top of the shoe to be opened to & |
A, crimped vamp a, and quarter-pieces b c,

oreater extent.

The edge 3 of the vamp a overlaps the ad-
15 Jacent edge of the quarter- piece ¢, and a strap,
f, 1s fastened to this edge of the vamp, which
may be engaged with a su_ltable buckle, g, se-
cured by a short strap or loop to the quarter-
piece ¢, so that the vamp and guarter-pieces
may be den snugly about the ankle of the
wearer.

20

By the employment of the gusset, shaped as

deseribed, the top of the shoe may be opened
to admit the foot, and as the vamp and gunar-
ter-pieces are afterward drawn togetheér. the
gusset lies against the 1nside of the vamp at
the front of the leg, appqrent]y forming a con-
tinnation of the quarter-piece ¢, and present-

ing a smooth surface upon the inside of the

shoe against the leg.

The shoe s prowded with the usual sole, A,
and heel B, and 1n instances where the upper
cut from the pattern described is employed as
an over-gaiter a suitable sole will accordingly
be employed.

It is obvious that the gusset d may be cut

30
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g

to form an integral part of the quarter-piece

¢, if desired, without departing from this in-

v entlou it bemﬂ* herein shown as a separate

piece for ehmpness, and it is also obviousthat
any other suitable fastening may be employed
instead of the strap and buckle herein shown.

If the gusset herein shown were put into the
shoe so as to be folded in the oppostite direc-

10
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motion of the foot when walking.

An addi- |

‘such V-shaped piece has not been crlmped to
‘give to the same on its line of fold a curve,

343,410

! am aware that a shoe has been slitted or 50

Teft open at one side, and a V-shaped piece

folded upon itself 1engthw1se has been 1nserted

in such slit or opening, so that the shoe could

be opened at the top and ankle portion; bub
55

which constitutes an essenfial of my invention

By making the top portion of the gusset d | and is necessary to successfully carry out the

T elaim—
1. In a shoe of the class deseribed, the sole

combined with a ousset, d, interposed between

d having
‘when folded and crimped the &.trawht ecln*es 8

tion, the shoe so constructed would be very |
objectionable, for
would fall at the rear side of leg and ankle,
where it would be very uncomfortable in the |

the increased thickness |

‘lie against the inside of the vamp.

and connecting one edge of one of the quarter-
pieces with one edge of the vamp, said gusset:
the curved edges 8, 9, and 10 and

9 and carved edges 10 and curved central por-
tion, 12, substantially as described.

2. Tn ashoe of the class described, the com- 70

bination, substantially as described, of the sole
I A, eri mped vamp having substantiall y straight
| edgES 2 3, quarter-pieces b ¢, seamed together

at the heel one edge of one of the qumter-
preces bemg seamed to the vamp, the gusset
d, shaped, folded, and crimped substantially
as described, and seamed to one edge of the
other qua,rter piece and to the other edge of
the vamp, and a fastening to draw the vamp
and gquarter-pieces together.
- 8. In a shoe of the class described, the com-
bination, substantially as described, of the sole
A, crlmped vamp having substantlall y straight

75

20

edges 2 3, qnarter-pleces b ¢, scamed together
-at, the heel and having

substantially str alght 83
edges 6 7, the gusset d, shaped, folded, and
crlmped as described, an(l seamed to one cdge
of one of the gquarter- 1}16(368 and to one edge of
the vamp, and extending forward to normally
Q0
In testimony whereof I havesigned my name

to this specification in the presence of two sub-
-seribing witnesses.

GEORGE A. WELD.

Witnesses: |
BERNICE J. NOYES,
C. M. CoNE.
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