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To all whom it may concern:
Beit known that I, LAWRENCE McCLELLAN

SNYDER, a citizen of the United States, resid-

ing at Brookville, in the county of Jefferson
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented a
new and useful Improvementin Book-Holders,
of which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings.

My invention relates to improvements in
book-supports; and the novelty consists of the
peculiar construction and combination of
parts, substantially as hereinafter fully set
forth, and specifically pointed out in the
claims. |

The primary object of my invention is to
provide means which shall be normally pressed
and held 1in engagement with'the leaves of a
book when it is placed on the holder, so as to
prevent the leaves thereof from turning over,

which means can be readily operated so as to |

be thrown out. of engagement with the leaves
of the book to permit them to be turned.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide means whereby books of various sizes
can be very firmly held and clamped in the

holder, to provide means whereby the angle

of the book-supporting frame can be varied

-and held in any desired position, and to pro-
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vide means which shall be simple, strong, |

light, and durable in construction, thoroughly
effective, and easy of operation and -adjuast-
ment, and cheap of manufacture.

In the accompanying drawings, Ifigure 1 is

a perspective view of a book-holder construet-

ed in accordance with my invention, showing

the device in a position for standing on a desk .

or the like. Ifig. 218 a vertical central see-
tional view of the same. Figs. 3 and 4 are
views of a modification of my improvements.

Referring to the drawings, in which like let-
ters of reference denote corresponding parts
in the several figures, A designates the main
supporting-frame, which 1s preferably made
of wire,-and so bent as.to provide an upper
horizontal bar, a, two parallel side bars, «,
and supporting-legs «*, and a socket, a’, the
supporting-legs and socket ¢’ being arranged

~ab the lower end of theframe. The legs ¢*are
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adapted to rest on a desk, table, or other like
place, and are preferably bent at an angle, as
shown, and a cylindrical shell, B, is secured

o

—

between the wires that form.the socket or loop

«’, by soldering or otherwise, that constitutes
a handle, whereby the device ean be conven- 55
iently held in the hand. This handle B is
made cylindrical and hollow, with closed ends,
and one of its vertical walls is slotted, as at b,
for a purpose presently described. o |
. C designates npwardly-extending arms or 6o

brackets, which are rigidly secured at their
lower ends to the upper cross-bar, a, of the
main frame A, said arms having trunnions ¢
at upper ends, on which are journaled or piv-
oted a leaf-holding frame, D, also made of 63
wire. This frame D is pivoted or journaled
S0 as to move outwardly, to permit the leaves
of the book to be turned freely without hin-
derance from the frame, and said frame com-
prises side bars, d, which are preferably in- 70
clined and bent inwardly at their ends, as at
d’, and the upper ends thereof have eyes or
bearings ¢, bent or formed therein to engage
the trunnionsc, a lower cross-bar, d’, connect-
ing the lower bent ends of the side bars, and 75
an upper cross-bar, d*, to which is pivotally
connected an actuating-rod, E. The lower
end of thisrod Eentersthe eylindrical or tubu-
lar handle B, and within the eylinder it hasa
head, e, secured thereto, and a thumb-piece, 8o
¢, projecting through the slot » of the tubular
handle B. | |

F designates a coiled spring located in the
tubular handle beneath the head of the rod E,
and normally pressing or bearing against the 8s
headed rod, so that it is forced upwardly, to
keep the pivoted or oscillating frame D nor-
mally pressed down in engagement with the
leaves of a book or against the main frame A,
as 1s obvious. . o . Q0

G designates a shelf on which the book is to
be placed and supported, said shelf being sup-
ported on the side bars of the main frame.
‘Thig shelf is preierably made of light strong
sheet metal, so as to provide two right-angled g5
walls, and the vertical wall of the shelf is
provided with sleeves or tubular portions ¢,
that embrace and are free to slide vertically
on the side bars of the mainframe. Ifdesired,
this shelf may be rigidly secured on the side tco
bars of the main frame; but I prefer to make
it adjustable vertically thereon for the. pur-
pose of accommodating the device to hold
books of different lengths. '
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In Figs. 1, 2, and 3 of the drawings I have

‘shown two means for holding the adjustable

shelf at any point of elevation, and I will now

proceed to describe the detalled construction

5 of these devices, reference being first had |
more particularly to Figs. 1 and 2.

H designates a rod, the upper end of which

is bent to provide an inwardly-extending arm,

m, that 18 rigidly secured to the shelf z, and

1o the lower end of this 10d enters the tubular
handle B through an opening in the upper
end or head thereof, The lower end of the |
adjusting-rod is threaded, and on this threaded
portion works an r1(1i11~“:‘.13inﬂ nut, i, that bears

15 on the head of the tubular ]nndle B whereby
when the nut 7 is turned by the hfm(]% of the
operator the rod and the shelf to which 1t is
attached will be adjusted vertically.

| In Fig. 3 of the drawings the lower end of

20 the spring-actuated rod E is threaded for a
portion of its length, and on these threads
work an adj usbing—nut-, I, which has a cir-
cumferential recess, ¢, formed therein, and in
this recess. of the adjusting-collar is loosely

25 fitted the lower end of an arm, xn, that is se-
cured to and adjusts the shelf G on the main
frame A.

- J designates an adjusting-frame, which is
adapted to support and hold the main frame

30 at any angle when 1t rests on a desk, &e. This
adjusting-frame is also made or bent from a
single piece of wire, and the upper ends of the
side barsthereof have eyes 4, which are loosely
or pivotally connected to hook-shaped pivots

35 4 of the main frame A, thus adapting the ad-
justing-frame, to be placed at an angle to the

- main frame, to sapport the main frame in an
inclined position, which is very convenient to
the reader. A threaded rod, K, is pivotally

40 connected at one end to the upper cross-bar,

' a, of the main frame A, and at its opposwe
end the said rod passes tthllﬂh an eye, j*, of
the upper cross-bar of the hinged adjusting-
frame J, nuts k k' being arranged on opposite
sides of saild eye 3> and working on the said
“hreaded rod tohold said frames at {he proper
desired angles to each other.

In Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings the legs o’
of the main frame and the hinged adjusting-

50 frame J are omitted to provide a device which
is designed tobe heldin the hand of the speak-
er or reader; but these devices shown in said
figures have the essential features of my im-

- provements—namely, the main frame, the slot-

55 ted handle, the pivoted leaf - ]mldmg frame,

- the spring -actuated rod, and the shelf G, for
holding the book.

~When 1t 1s desired to place a book, manu-
seript, &c., in the holder, the thumb- -piece €

6o of the 3pring-actuated rod' K is forced down-
wardly by the thumb or fingers of the hand
that grasps the handle B, thus depressing the
rod I and elevating the free end of the piv-

-~ oted leaf-holding frame D, when the book is

65 placed.on the shelf G with its leaves opened,

after which the thumb-piece is released and |

~the frame D automablcally descends and press- |

{
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es on the leaves of the book to hold the same
open. When a leaf is to be turned, the frame
D is elevated by depressing the finger - piece
| and rod.. Theshelf G can be raised or lowered
very quickly and conveniently by turning the
nuts in-the required direction, and the hinged
adjusting-franie can be very readily adjusted
at any angle to the main frame to support the
same and vary its inclination. The upper
angles of the main frame are braced by diag-
onal brace-wires I, that are secured in the cor-
ners, as shown. .
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The various parts of the device are made of 8o

wire, for lightness of construction and cheap-

ness of manufacture; but I do not desire to

limit myself to the use of wire frames, as any

other material can be substituted therefor
without departing from the &.pnlt of my in-
vention.

I am aware of the patent granted to C. Par-
ent, No. 241,412, for a music - rack, in which
a hollow or tubular standard is employed to
contain a coiled spring, which bears against
the lower end of a solid standard that carries
a pivoted arm arranged transversely across
the plane of the solid standard, and 18 pro-
vided with a coiled spring and a handle-piece
to actuate the same; but such is not my inven-
tion. I provide a book - holder which com-
prisesamain framehaving upwardly-extended
supporting-arms, a frame for holding the book
open that is journaled or pivoted at one edge
of the sald arms, and a spring - pressed rod

which is provided with a suitable finger-piece

for operating it, and pivoted to the leaf-hold-
ing frame for actuatmcr the latter.
Having thus described my invention, what

I claimas new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 15— ~

1. In a book- holder, the combination of a
main frame having a handle, a leaf -holding
frame, D, pivoted on the frame A, an operat-
ing-rod, E, pivoted to the frame D, and pro-
vided with a pressure-spring that is inclosed
within the handle, and a thumb- piece for
actuating the rod to raise the free edge of the
pivoted frame D, substantially as described.

2. The combination of a main frame, a tubu-
lar handle secured thereto, a leaf-holding
frame pivoted on the main frame, a rod piv-
oted to the leaf-holding frame at its pivoted
end, and having a ﬁngel -plece working in a

'slot of the handle, and a spring for bearing

against the rod to hold the pivoted frame nor-

‘mally depressed, substantially as desecribed.

3. The combination of the main frame A, a
movable shelf, (G, loosely fitted at its ends on
the parallel side bars of said frame, a threaded
rod rigidly connected to one end of the shelf,
and a nut for adjusting the rod and shelf, as
set forth.

4. As an article of manunfacture, a book-
holder comprising a main frame, a vertically-
adjustable shelf mounted ther eon a handlese-
cured to the main frame, a threaded rod se-
cured to the shelf, an adjusting-nut fitted on
the rod and bearing against the handle to ad-
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as described.
5. The combination of a main frame, A,
formed of a single piece of wire, and having

connected to the eyes and adjustable at an
angle to the frame and provided with an ex-
~ tended arm, 5 a threaded rod, K, pivoted to
the main frame A, and passing through the
arm, and the nuts bearing against the arm and
fitted on the rod foradjusting the frames J and
A at an angle to each other, substantially as
deseribed. | | |
6. As an article of manufacture, a book-
holder comprising a main frame havinga tubu-
lar slotted handle, a leaf-holding frame jour-
naled on the main frame, a spring - actnated
rod pivoted to the leaf- holding frame, and

IO
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the eyes 7, a supporting - frame, J, pivotally

3

just the rod and shelf verticall Yy, substantially | having a finger-piece that works in the slot of

the handle, a vertically -adjustable shelf 20 -
mounted on the main frame, a hinged adjust-
ing-frame, and threaded rods and nuts for ad-
justing and holding the shelf and adjusting-
frames, substantially as described.

7. In a book - holder, the combination of a 25
main frame, a vertically-adjustable shelf
mounted thereon, a hinged leaf-holding frame,

and a spring-actuated rod pivoted to the
‘hinged frame, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 30
my owu 1 have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses. '

| - LAWRENCE McCLELLAN SNYDER.

Witnesses:. . ,-
J. C. SNYDER,
SCOTT MCCLELLAND.



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

