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To all whom it may conceri:

to the bars » 1n front of beam D, for conven-

Be 1t known that I, CHARLES F, PLUMB, a | ience; but the chain may be othermse con- 50

citizen of the United States residing at Water-
ford, county of Oakland, State of Michigan,
have invented a new and useful Potato Digger
and Coverer, of which the following 1 153 speci-
fication.

The object of this invention is to construct
an Improved potato-digger, in the operation
of which the action of the operator to force
one digger into a potato-hill causes the other
digger to be lifted from the hill.

Another object is to construct a combined
potato digger and coverer having a like action
as to operation in digging and covering.

In the drawings for ming a part of this
specification, Figure 1is a side elevation: . g,
2, & top view; Fig. 3, 4 coverer 1n perspective
enlarged, and Fig. 4 a digger in enlarged per-
%pecrw

Referring to the reference-letters marked on
the drawings, B is the wheel-axle, having ro-

tatable bearings in the frame, and provided

with right anﬂ*led elbow pmtmns with which
the wheels are connected, asat P. A lever, a,
connects with the central part of the axle, and
the forward end of the lever acljusta,b]y con-
nects with the perforated (or ratchet, if pre-
ferred) standard ¢ in a manner to ﬁx the de-
sired height of the frame from the ground.
T'o the front beam, «, of the frame the forward
ends of bars » are hinged, These bars are in
two sets of two in a set on each side of the
machine; but single bars on each side in the
same relation might be employed. To the
rear ends of the bars » are detachably bolted
beams D, as at ¢/, said beams either bearing
the digger-tines, as in Fig. 4, or the covering-
blade secured to standards ¥ ¥ pendent from
beam D, as in Fig. 3, according to which use
the machine is to be put to. Connecting with

chain, z, which passes up over a pulley in the

nected as to the beam itself, if desired. The
seat T 1s supported on the frame in a position
that the driver can place a foot upon each
beam D.

In the operation the machine is driven ob-
liquely acrossthefield, the diggers coming over
two obliguely- 1u111111]0 rows of potatoes. Thus
the hills altérnate—that i 18, when the operator
presses one digger down in the hill with one

t Toot this action, by drawing down on the chain,

raises the digger over the other row out of a
hill, bringing the potatoes out with it. Thus
the operator alternately forees first one digger

‘down in a hill and then the other as the ma-

chine passes over the field.

The operation of covering is the same as
digging—that is, one blade is forced down to
cover a hill w ]_ule the other 1s elevated from a

hill whieh it has just covered.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettel S

Patent of the United states, 18—

1. The combination of a wheel frame, bars
on each side adapted to play vertieally, beams
secured to the rear end of said bars and bear-
ing digger-tines, and a chain connecting said
bars and passing over elevated supports or
pulleys, whereby the forcing of one digger
down into the soil raises the other digger out
of the soil, substantially as set. forth.

2. In a combined digger and coverer, the
combination of a wheel-frame, bars on each
side adapted to play vertically, beams bear-
ing tines or blades, in accordance with the use
intended, adapted for detachable connection
with the rear end of said bars, and a chain
connecting with the bars and passing over
elevated supports or pu]leys substantially as
set forth.

In testimony of the foregoing I have here-
unto suoscribed my name in presence of two

frame, across the frame, thence down over an- | witnesses.

other pulley, and connecting with the bars 7
and beam D on the other side of the machine.
The means of connecting the chain x with
these parts here shown is a cross-bar secured

qr

- CHARLES F. PLUMB.

VWitnesses: |
F. A. CRAWTORD,
M. W. BLOOMBERG.

53

70

75

30

ol



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

