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To all whom Tt may concermn:

Be it known that 1, Tronmas E. WOODLEY,
of Lynn, in the county of Iissex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Seam-Stays for Up-
pers, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to SLrenothemng and

supporting inside stays for the front and

back seams on button or lace boot uppers;
and it consists in a stay which is so formed at
the side which is placed against the upper as
to present a central groove or recess for the
ridge formed by the edges of the united parts,
and higher portions at each side of said groove,
through which the stitches pass which secure
the stay to the upper, the object being, first,
to prevent sald stitches from sinking intc the
leather; secondly,to guide the stay while 1t 18
being stitched to the upper, and, thirdly, to
prevent the formation of a ridge on the outer

- surfaces of the upper along the seam, as, 1 will
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- of the improved stay. Iig.
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now proceed to describe,

Of the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
a sectional view of two parts of an upper as
first united by a seam. Fig. 2 represents a
similar view showing the seam ‘¢ rubbed
down.”” TFig. 3 represeuts the seam with my
improved stay applied thereto. Ifigs. 4 and
b represent seciional views of different forms
6 represents the
ordinary seam as heretofore usually made.

The same letters of reference indicate the
same parts in all the figures.

In the drawings, ¢ a represent two par ts of
a boot-upper—as, for example, the two quar-
ters, or the inside gunarter and the button-fly.

In uniting said parts they are connected by

stitehes near their edges, the onter sides of the-
parts being placed together, stitched through
at s, and then opened out, leaving the edges
projecting inwardly, as shown 1 Fig., 1.

These edges are then rubbed down, as shown |

in Fig. 2. An inside stay, 4, is then placed
against the inner surfaces of the parts ¢ &, So

-as to cover the seam, and 18 stitched to 5&161

parts,at opposite sides of the seam, by rows of
stitches,t ¢, which arelocated close to the seam.

Heretofore a flat stay has generally been | sisting of a flexible strip of sufficient width to

{Nomodel.)

down edges of the pieces give an increased.
thlckuess to the upper aloncr the seam, the
stitches ¢ {, drawing the pmts a o and stay to-
gether, caunse rldgem r to appear on the outer
surface of the upper along the seam, as shown
in Fig. 6. These rldﬂ*es soon become worn
and 1113133? when the boot is subjected to use,
so that the boot soon acquires a shabby ap-
pearance. Moreover, the increased thickness
between the stitches ¢ ¢ causes said stitches to
sink into the leather more deeply than is de-

sirable, and in some cases causes the stitches

to cut through the leather.
In carrving out my invention I obviate these

nobjectlons bv providing the side of the stay

that is placed next to the parts ¢ ¢ with a cen-
tml oroove or recess, 2, and raised portions
3 3 at either side of said oTO0OVE.
is of sufficient width to receive the inwardly-
turned edges of the parts ¢ a, and the raised
parts 3 3 fit closely against the inner surfaces

of the upper up to SEle edges, so that the

stitches ¢ ¢ pass through said raised parts,and

do not, therefore, dlaw the upper inwardly at
‘each side of the seam.

ridges r v is thus avoided, and the upper is
made quite smooth along the seam, as shown
in Kig. 3. Moreover, the stitches are pre-

‘vented from sinking into the leather too far.

The groove 2 enables the inwardly -turned
edoes of the parts @ « to guide the stay while
it is being stitched to the upper, as w1ll be
readily seen.

The groove

The formation of the

| used,and as the inwardly- turned and rubbed- 50
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The stay may begiventhe deseribed form by

securing parallel E:EI‘]]_)S ot felt or other suit-
able nntelnl to its inner side, as shown In

Fig. 4, or by forming welts and placing cords
thelem as shown in I‘w b. |

1 c]&um—-—“ | |

1. The comblnatlon, with the parts ¢ a of a
boot or shoe upper, said parts having in-

turned edges at the seam, of separate parallel

strips ab each side of said seam on the inside
of the shoe, and a strip extending over all,
and having both its edges e*{posed, Substan
tially as described.

2. An insidestay for boots and shoes, con-
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~cover the seam and extend a little distance at ] subseribing witnesses, this 15th day of June,
each side thereof, and two narrow separate | 1885. |
strips attached to one face thereof, the narrow |
strips being parallel with each other and near |
5 the edges of the main strip. ‘Witnesses:
~ Intestimony whereof I have signed my name A. SEAVER,
to this specification, in the presence of two | C. F. BRownN.

THOMAS E. WOODLEY.
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