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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, ROBERT H. BRANCH, of
the city of Martinsville, county of Morgan, and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Wagon-Tongues,

~of which the following is a specification.

Theobjectof my saidinventionistoprovidea
method of attaching atonguetoa wagon, where-
by said tongue may upon oceasion be made

either loose upon the bolt which connects it to.

the hounds or be made stiff with said hounds.
This object is aceomplished by mounting the
tongue in such a manner that it or a piece
thereon may be moved back and forth some-
what, and thus engage with or be freed from
engagement with a cross-bar on the hounds, as
will be hereinafter more fully deseribed.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which are made a part hereof, and on which
similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts, Figure 1 is a side elevation of a wagon,
the tongue of which is secured in position in
accordance with my invention in its prefera-
ble form; Tig. 2, atop or plan view of so much
of the tongue and houndsseparately as embody

the said invention; Tig. 3, a side elevation
of the same; Iig. 4, a central section on the

dotted line 4 4 in Fig. 2; Tig. 5, a horizontal
section on the dotted line 5 5 in Fig. 7; Fig.
6, a view similar to Fig. 4, except that the
tongue 1s moved forward out of engagement
with the cross-bar, and Iig. 7 a view of an
alternate construction. |
In said drawings, the portions marked A
represent the hounds of the wagon:; B, the
tongue, and C a cam-shaft by which the move-
ment necessary to my invention is effected.
The hounds A, tongue B, as well as the re-
maining portions of the wagon, are, or may
be, in general form of any desired construc-
tion. The hounds A have a cross-bar, A’
secured thereto, preferably by two bolts—one
at each end—each of which has a large rubber
washer, ¢, interposed between its head and
said bar to afford a slight spring therefor. It
will be understood, of course, that this bar
or catch portion might be made movable, if
desired, instead of the tongue, and the same
result would be thereby accomplished. At

| hole for the Dbolt, which secures the tongue
thereto, and which form bearings for said
tongue. |

The tongue B, as before stated, is, generally
speaking, of the usual form. The bolt or 35
pivot hole is so located that its rear end will
Just pass beneath and be held by the cross-
bar A" when the cam is turned in one direc-
tion, and will escape from engagement with
sald bar when the cam is turnéd in the other 6o
direction. | | _.

Instead of having the tongue made to move
as a whole, 1t might be divided, and its rear
portion might be secured either above or be-
low the main portion, and could be operated 55
to engage with the bar A’, as shown in Fig. 7,
and as will be readily understood. |

The eam-shaft C is mounted in the bearings
provided therefor in the forward end of the
hounds, and its center or cam portion passes 40
through the hole in the tongue. On one end
1t 18 provided with a erank, ¢/, by which it
may be turned, and a spring, ¢, in the form
of a clip, is provided, with which the handle
of said crank may engage, and thus be held in 75
position when desired. |

~Having thus fully described my said inven-
tion, what I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination of the tongue, hounds, 8o
and a catch portion for engaging the rear end
of said tongue, and means for adjusting said
tongue longitudinally into and out of engage-
ment with said eatch portion, substantially as
set forth. L 81

2. The combination of the tongue, hounds,
a cam-shatt connecting them, a crank on said
shaft, a spring-catch on said hounds, with
which the handle of the crank may engage,
and a catch-bar with which the end of the go
tongue may engage, substantially as set forth.

3. The combination of the hounds A, cross-
bar A’ thereon, the tongue B, the rear end of
which 18 adjusted to engage with said cross-
bar, and means for moving the parts into or 95

out of engagement.

4. T'he combination, in a wagon, of the
houndsprovided with a cross-bar, and atongue
secured to said hounds and movable longitu-

50 the forward end the hounds have the usual i dinally thereon, whereby it may be brought 100




 into engagement with the cross-bar or released |
“from such enwagemenb substantially as set

forth.
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5. The eombmatwn of the hounds pr0v1ded

with a eross-bar, a tongue, and a cam-shaft con-

necting the hounds and tongue, which, when
turned will bring the rear end of the bongue

- into enwegemenb with the cross-bar or release

it therefrom, sabstantially as set forth.

6. The cembma.tlon of the hounds hawng :

- cross-bar A’, bolts having elastic washers «
~ for securing them in position, the tongue B, |

the rear end of which is adapted to engage
with said cross-bar, and means for throwing

said rear end into or out of engagement with 15

sald cross-bar.
In witness Whereef I have hereunto set my

| hand and seal, at. Indianapolis, Indlana, this

12th day of Marc’h A. D. 1886.
' ROBERT H. BRANCH. [L. s. ]

1In presence of—
C. BRADFORD,
~ E. W. BRADFORD.
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