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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, Joun R. KINSLEY, a
citizen of the United States residing ab Cin-
cinnati, in the county of Hamﬂton, State of
Oh1o, h‘we invented cerfain new and useful

Impwvements in Hame-Fasteners, of which

the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had therein to theaccompanying drawings.

My invention relates to the peculiar form
of metallic hame-fastener seen in Letters Pat-
ent No. 295,496, granted to B. I. Jones, March
18, 1834, the present improvement being de-
signed to prevent the slotted plate of the fast-
ener becoming accidentally detached from the
hook that couples it to the hame. To accom-
plish this result the slotted plate is provided
with a series of side flanges, lateral notches,

and grooves, while said hook has a stump at

1ts engaging end, thereby necessitating a spe-
cial manipulatiou of the fastener either for
the purpose of attaching it to or uncoupling
1t from the hame, as hel einafter more fully
described.

- In the annexed drawings, Plgme 1 1s aplan
of my improved fastener in its open condition,
the hook that couples it to the hame bemg
seen engaged with one of the slots of the main
plate. I‘ln 2 18 a side elevation of the fast-
ener. .Fig. 3 18 a longitudinal section of the
same inits closed condition. Tfig., 4 is a plan
of the under side of the fastener, the coup-
ling-hook being omitted. Figs. b, 6, and 7
show the various manipulations necessary to
disengage the coupling-hook from the slotted
plate oi the fastener.

A represents a plate having a series of lon-
gitudinal slots, B B’ B”, for the ready engage-
ment of the coupling-hook, the opposite edges
of said plate being provlded with outwardly-
projecting ﬂann'es C (¥, terminating with en-
largements ¢ c", the ﬂange (" being notched at
D D’ D", for a purpose that will presently ap-
pear. The rear or concealed surface of this
plate is grooved laterally at E K’ E”, which
grooves communicate with the respective slots
B B’ B”, asseen in Fig. 4. Furthermore, one
end of said plate is forked at F F', to admit
the hoop-lever G, said lever being hung upon

a pivot, f, and bemg adapted 60 ¢ engage with
a, hook, H, that is generally attached to the
leit SIde of the hame, as seen in Fig. 3.

- 1 I represent the long and short limbs of a
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hook wherewith the fastener is eoupled to the

right side of the hame, the extreme end of this

short limb I’ being armed with a stump, J,
projecting toward said long limb. The ring
K of this coupling-hoolkis to be e¢losed up when
connected to the hame, so as to prevent acel-
dental detachment of the fastener. |

To illustrate theadvantagesof my 1mprove-
ment [ will suppose that the coupling-hook 1
I’ J has been engaged with the slot B’ of plate
A, and that it is desired to detach the latter.
The hook is accordingly shoved back until its
bend reaches the end of said slot, as seen In
Fig. 5, and said hook is then swunﬂ* around
toward the flange C', soas to cause the stump
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J to pass through the notch I’ of said flange.

The hook is now swung around until it stands
about at a right angle to said plate, and the
ring end K of said hook 1s turned up, as seen
in-KFig. 6. The hook is then lowered, care
being taken to keep its stump J in line with
the groove I, and the ring end of said hook 18
swung over as if to rest on the flange C. This
act causes the stump J te enter the inner end
of said groove, and then by shifting the hook
to the right the stump traverses the groove,
and thereby liberates the hook, the attach-
ment of the same being accomplished by ex-

actly reversing theabove-describéd operations.
As this liberation of the hook requires a se-

ries of peculiar manipulationsto be performed
in a special way, and as such movements can-
not possibly occur accidentally, it 18 apparent
the hame-fastening ecannot work loose from

the hook and be lost in the stable or streef.

It is also apparent that the unnotched flange

C prevents the hook being turned to the left,

whilethe free end ofthe hook-lever (z is housed
in between the enlargements ¢ ¢ of the flanges
when said lever 1s closed. Consequently the
lever 18 not liable to become accidentally
opened by being caught or entangled with any
part of the harness.

Finally, no mention has been made in this

specification of the method of engaging the
ring or hook H with the lever (, because this
act 18 accomplished in the same manner as
described in Letters Patent No. 295, 496 pre-

-viously alluded fo.

I claim as my invention—
1. A hame-fastener consisting of the plate
having a series of 101’1g1tud1m1 slots, B, a
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- marginal flange, (/, notched transversely at !
D on the face of said plate, and transverse.
~grooves E on the under side of the latter, in |
‘combination with a detachable hook, I, pro-
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‘vided with a stump, J, which stump traverses
- said transverse notches and grooves in the
. anner herein described, a hook-lever, G, be-
~ 1ng pivoted to said plate at f, for the purpose
Stated- B D

2. A hame-fastener consisting of the plate
A, having a series of slots, B, a pivotéd hook-
~ lever, G, and side flanges, C ¢V, which latter
. are provided with enlarged terminations ¢ ¢yl

- In combination with the detachable hook I,

‘plate A,

. Witnesses:

having a stump, J, for the purpose herein de-
scribed. - S

‘presence of two witnesses.

JOHN R. KINSLEY.

~ JamEs H. LAYMAN,
. SAML. S. CARPENTER.

8. The combibnation, 1n a hame-fastener, of
‘notehes D D’ D", grooves & " E”, and the de-'

-tachable hook I T, having a stump, J, a hook- 20 "
lever, G, being pivoted to said plate at f, for =
‘the purpose speeified. 7 7T 7 o
|~ Intestimony whereof I affix my signature m
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