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To all whom it may concermw:

 Be it known that I, LOREN G. WELCH, of
Groton, in the county of Caleloniz-ani dtate
of Vermont, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Flooring-Clamps, of which
the following is a deseription.

Myinvention isan improved flooring-clamp;
and it consists in the novel construction and
combinations of parts hereinafter first fully
deseribed, and then pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side view of

‘my clamp with a different position of parts

indicated in dotted lines. Fig. 2 is a plan
view of the lever. Fig. 3 is a plan view of
the base. Fig. 4 is a view of the outer end of
the base, and Fig. 5 represents the sleeve for
use in clamping the tongues of boards.

The base or fulerum bar A hasits cuter end

formed with depending serrations or teeth b,

and the upper side of said end is formed at C

‘with a protuberance, providing a bearing or

seat to receive the stroke of a hammer in the
The end of the base
opposite the teeth is bifuarcated by a slot, D,
forming arms d. Between these arms «, 1
pivot the lever E, having tho lono ari. e and

the short arm F, the extremity of which 1s |

formed with a head, f,which is rounded trans-
versely,so that sach head, when bearing against
the edge of a flooring-plank, will not fracture
or jam the same.

"In operation the teeth of the base engage

the lining-boards or floor-joists in such posi-
tion that when the lever is raised its head will
bear against the plank to be clamped up,
when, by depressing the long arm of the le-
ver, the plank will be clamped up. It will
be noticed that the rounded head as it turns
will not damage the edge of the board, and

the necessity of an interposed jam plank or
block is avoided.

Manifestly the teeth may be engaged with

the joist or other suppert by a hammer or
hatchet, or by the pressure of the foot of the
operator.

The device is simple in construction and can
be manufactured at a small cost.
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The device as above described will oper-
ate when used against the grooved edge of a
board; but in order to render 1t complete and

useful for operation against the tongue edge

of a board I prefer to use the sleeve G. This
sleeve G has a longitudinal groove, ¢, 1n its
outer side, and has one side slotted or. cut out
at ¢', so the sleeve can be slipped longitudi-
nally on the head f past the juncture of rhe
arm F. I prefer to widen the slot g' ab its
central portion,usually by forming recesses g
from its walls, as will be understood from Fig.
5, as by this construction the sleeve may rock
on the head as the
purpose of this sleeve &,it. will be understood,
is to prevent any damage to the tongue of a
fooring-board, as by fitting the groove g 0Ver
such tongue the latter will be protected from

damage when pressure I8 exerted against the

‘board on which it is formed.

What I claim 18—

1. Inaflooring-clamp,the combination, with
a bearing-head, of a sleeve supported and
adapted to rock or oscillate on said head, and
provided with a longitudinal groove, substan-
tially as and for the purposes specified.

2. A flooring-clamp having anarm, I, pro-
vided at its bearing end with lateral exten-
sions, forming a head, f, and provided with a
sleeve, (4, fitted on said head,and having a lon-
oitudinal groove, g, and a longitudinal slot,

g, said slot being enlarged at g’, substantially

as sef forth.

3. A flooring-clamp comprising a base-bar,
A, having serrations I3 at one end,and having
said end formed with a protuberance, G, on
its upper side, and a lever pivoted to the op-
posite end of the base, and having an arm, I,

provided at its bearing end with lateral pro-
head, substantially as set forth.
TOREN G. WELCH.
Witnesses:

 OrorGE . GREEN,
JOHN T. DARLING.
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