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To all whom it may concerm:
Be it known that I, JAMES STONE, a citizen

of the United States, residing at Aurora in

the county of Kane and State of Illinois, have
invented a new and useful Improvement In
Corsets, of which the following 1s a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompanying

“drawings. |
My invention has relation to improvements

in corsets; and the novelty consists 1n-the pe-
culiar construction and combination of parts,
substantially as hereinafter fully set forth, and
particularly pointed out in the claims.

In corsets as heretofore ordinarily con-
structed the stiffening strips or blades of
whalebone, steel, bamboo, &ec., are liable to
shortly wear through the binding or inclosing
material, and to wear the underclothmn* and
prick or injure the wearer.

My invention has for its object to overcome
the above-named objection by means which

shall combine simplicity, strength, and dura-

bility of construection with thorough effective-
ness of operation and cheapness “and facility
of manufacture.

In the drawings hereto annexed, Figure 1

is a perspective view of a half of a corset or

“section having my improvements applied
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- caused by walking and breathing,
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thereto. Figs. 2 and 3 are enlarged detall
views of the binding or re-enforcing strip.
Referring to the drawings, in the several
ficures of which like letters of reference 1ndi-
cate corresponding parts, A designates a cor-
set seetion or half as ordinarily constructed
and in use, and having a series of strengthen-
ing or bracing strips, B, of whalebone, bam-
boo, steel, and the like, the upper and lower
edﬂ*es of the corset usually having a binding
of t%pe or some other suitable or ]‘Jrefemble
material. WWhen the corset is provided with
this form of binding,the bamboo, &e., 1s liable
to wear through sald binding in a very short
time through excessive motion of the wearer
the part
mostly subjected to wear being the lower ends

of the steel, bamboo, &c., where they press or |

bear qgmnsb the form of the wearer.
In lieu of the ordinary tape binding at the
bottom or lower edge of the corset, I provide

a re-enforcing strip, €, which is sewed thereon

in any preferable manner. The re-enforcing

strip comprises a stout strong piece of textile
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fabrie, whieh is bent over upon itself so that
its upper edges will fit on opposite surfaces of
the lower edge of the corset proper, and be 55

Tastened thereon or secured thereto in any .

preferable manner—by sewing, for instance.
At the lower edge the said re-enforecing strip
is provided with a series of longitudinally-
arranged cords or strips, D, which are sepa-
rated a short distance from each other and
within the layers of the fabric C, to which
they are secured independently of each other
Ly means of a series of intermediate stitches,d.

I do not limit myself to any particular num-
ber of cords, or to the manner in which they
are secured within the layers of the re-enfore-
ing strip, as changes therein can be made
without departing from the spirit of my In-
vention, the essential feature ¢f which is a re-
enfmcmn strip adapted to be secured to the
lower edﬂ*e of a corset, and having a series of
longitudimﬂ cords independently secured
therein and transverselyacross the lower ends
of the stiffening - braces—such as steel, bam- 55
boo, whalebone, &e.

It will be observed that the lower edge of
the corset, together with 1ts stiffening-braces,
extends into re-enforcing strip to the first of
the series of cords D, wlueh being secured 8o
therein independently of each other and {rans-
versely across the lower ends of said stiffening-
braces, serves to prevent the said braces from
easily wearing through the material and in-
juring the mldel‘dothmn or skin of the wearer,
all the wear and fmctwn arising {rom the
movements of the wearer on the Jower ends
of the braces being taken up by the cords,
each of which 1s in turn acted on when the
adjacent upper one has been worn through.

The upper edge of the corset may be. pro-
vided with the re-enforecing strip, if desired,
and said strip may be finished in any snitable
design that taste may desire.

H‘"LV]I]G thus fully deseribed my mfentmn
what 1 claim as new, and desue to secure b§
Letters Patent, 18— -

1. A corset h‘wmg a re-enforeing strip se-
cured tc the lower edge thereof, nvellappmn*
the same and 1ts stlffenmo races, said re-en-
forcing strip having a series of 101]ﬂit11diual
cords secured therein below the edn'e of the
corset, as sct forth.

2., As an improved article of mauufacture,
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a corset having are-enforeing strip secured to
~and overlapping the lower edge thereof and

the stiffening - braces, said re-enforeing strip
comprising a plece of textile fabric bent upon
itself, and having a series of longitudinal
spaced-apart cords secured therein by stitch-
ing 1ndependently of each other and below
the corset-edge, substantially as deseribed.

f

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto atffixed my signaturein 1o
presence of two witnesses. -

JAMES STONE.

" \Witnesses:
A. C. L1rTLE,
D. B. GORDON.
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