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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, ARTHUR M. BOYER, a
citizen of the United States, residing in Win-
netka, in the county of Cook and State of Ill1-

. nois, have invented a new and useful Improve-

ment in Blankets or Coverings for Horses,
Mules, &e., of which the following is a specifi-
cation. | |
The object of my invention 1s to provide
the blanket or covering for horses, mules,&e.,
with means whereby it may be held in place
and strengthened and its durability increased.
The invention consists in the combination,
with the blanket or covering,of a band or
strap of leather, webbing, or other suitable
material,extending from the breast of the ani-
mal around the shoulders and over the with-

ers and sewed to the blanket or covering, the

ends being fastened bya buckle at the breast.

The accompanying drawing shows a blanket
to which my improvement has been applied,
and in said drawing A represents the blanket
or covering, which may be in any of the ordi-
nary forms, and which usually extends as far
on the neck of the animal as the point D,

B is the strengthening band or strap. As
appears from the drawing,it extends from the
breast over and around the shoulders and
withers, and it ends as secured at the breast

by a buckle or equivalent fastening, C. That

portion of the strap intermediate between the
ends is securely sewed to the blanket or cov-
ering. .

The drawing shows but one side of the
blanket; but it is to be understood that the
side not shown is similar.

The strap may be secured to the inside or

outside of the blanket, as preferred.

The peculiar advantage and utility of my

40 inventionis that by its use, asindicated above,

-

ity greatly inereased.

upon the blankets or coverings of horses,
mules, &c., the tension along the neck, edge,
and about the breast on the blanket itself is
transferred to and evenly distributed along

and around the band or strap B, the blanket 45

or covering, when the ends of the strap or
band are fastened together, being held in place
upon the animal,strengthened in the part most
subject to wear and tension, and its durabil-

I am aware that it is not new to provide
horse-blankets with strengthening cords or
strips sewed around their edges, and also that
surcingles have been permanently attached to
horse-blankets; but these do not embody my
invention, the essential novelty of which is
found in the fact that the flat strengthening
band or strap extends from the breast up over
and around the shoulders and withers of the
animal, whereby and by means of which sim-
ple and economical strengthening-strap all

the breast and about the shoulders are trans-

ferred from the blanket itself to and along

such single strap.

What I elaim as my invention, and desire to

secure by Letters Patent, 1s— |

- A horse-blanket provided with a strength-
ening strap or band suitably attached to and
passing entirely around back of the neck-open-
ing of the blanket, said strap being connected
at the breast by a buckle and extending over
the shoulders and withers of the animal and
adapted to strengthen the blanket, substan-
tially as described. | |

ARTHUR M. BOYER.
Witnesses: '
A. PERCY JONES,
- JuntUus C. HoAg.
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| the strainsusually borne by the blanket about
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