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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, K. LESTER COMES, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at Danbury,
in the county of Ifairfield and State of Con-
necticut, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Barbers’ Registers; and
I do hereby declare the following to bea full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in theart to
which it appertains to make and use thesame.

My invention relates to indicators and reg-
isters, and has for its object to provide an
indicator which may or may not be used as a
register, and which shall be especially adapt-
ed for use in barbers’ shops to indicate a va-
cancy in a chair, and also the person to whom
the vacancy belongs, as well as to indicate the
person entitled to a bath when a vacancy oc-
curs. . |

The essential requirements in a device of
this class are, that it shall be simple 1n con-
struetion, economical in cost, and practically
impossible to get out of order. S

In order to meet the above requirements, 1
have devised the simple and novel construc-
tion which I will now deseribe, referring by

letters to the accompanying drawings, form-
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ing part of this specification, in which—

TFigure 1 is a face view of the device com- |

plete; Fig. 2, a top view with the case in sec-
tion, showing the operative parts; Fig. 3, a
similar view with the case and a portion of
the operative parts in section: Fig. 4, a de-
tail view illustrating the independent bath-
register, and the manner in which it is oper-
ated. Figs. 5 and 6 illustrate checks, which
may be given to customers as they come in.

Similar letters indicate like parts in all the
figures. |

A, B,and C respectively indicate the front,

back, and circular portions of the casing,

which may be made in any suitable manner

‘and of any preferred material.

D is a shaft journaled in the back of the
casing, and also in wheel E upon shaft I,
which in turn is journaled in the front of the
casing, . | |

G is a pointer, which is carried by the outer
end of shaft F. The pointer is provided with
a sleeve, which fits the shaft similarly to a
clock-hand, so that it will turn with the shaft,

in Fig. 1.

"|

but may be readily turned independently
thereof. The front of the dial is provided
with a series of numerals, and with an aper-
ture, H, for a purpose presently to be -ex-
plained. R

IK is a ratchet-wheel attached to or made
part of wheel I o

I, is a drum earried by shaft, D, and having
at its edge a bracket, M, to which is loosely
pivoted a pawl, N,which engages the ratchet-
wheel., -

Motion is imparted to the ratchet-wheel,

and with it to shaft F and the pointer, as.

follows: O is a wire or cord attached to the
periphery of drum I, and extending partially
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around it, then out below the device, as shown '

| P is a rod extending downward
from shaft D, and Q a spring, onc end of
which is connected to said rod and the other

to the casing by a pin, or in any suitable man-.

ner. R isa gong, and S a striker carried by
a rod, T, which extends outward from shaft
D, preferably diametrically opposite to rod
P. Asshown in the drawings, a pull upon
the wire or cord imparts a partial rotation to
disk I, which carries the pawl. The contact
of the pawl with a tooth of the ratchet-wheel
carries the latter forward. Stops (notshown)
are provided to limit the movement of rod P
in both directions. Upon letting go of the wire
or cord, spring Q acts to return the parts to
their normal position, the pawl passing back-
ward over the ratchet-teeth. Another pull of
the wire causes another movement of shaft I
and the pointer, and so on. |

1t will of course be understood that the

| parts are so arranged that each movement of

shaft I earries the pointer forward one space
upon the dial. N -

Any ordinary bell-ringing mechanism may
be used. I have shown the simplest form of
any, the contraction of spring Q, which re-
turns shaft D, the pawl, &e., to their normal
position, also acting to carry the striker against
the gong. | o

1% is a pad of rubber or similar material
upon the face of wheel E, and B’ is a spring,

h . : .
which acts to press shaft D inward, thus press-

ing pad I against the inner side of the casing,
the object being to cause sufficient frietion to
hold wheel E and the pointer-shaft from be-
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‘register with aperture H, so that they may be

[{)

ing moved backward when drum T, is car- |
ried back by spring Q after each pull upon
wire or cord.

A’is an annular boss upon the inner side of
the front, preferably concentric with shaft T.
U 1s a disk carried by this boss, and provided
with a series of numerals upon its face, which

seen irom the front through said aperture.

Disk U may be operated in any suitable
manner. I have shown it as provided with a
friction-band, TU’, of rubber or similar mate-
rial, which is engaged by a smalier friction- !
wheel, U? carried by a shaft, U. The small
wheel is provided with a similar friction-band,
and 1s actuated by a finger-wheel, U, Any
other ordinary means for turning disk U may
be substituted, if preferred.

V indicates checks bearing numerals upon
their faces. I usually provide two sets of
checks, one set being marked “‘Chair,’? or in
any suitable manner, and being used in con-
nection with the pointer and numerals upon
the front, the other set being marked to cor-
respond with the numerals upon disk U, which
show through the aperture in the front, and
used in conunection with the bath.

In use, each person upon entering is given
acheck for either a bathorchair. Whenever
a person leaves a chair, the barber pulis the
wire or cord, which moves the pointer for-
ward one numeral and also rings the bell.
The person having the eheck whose number
corresponds with the numeral indicated by
the pointer is then entitled to the echair, :
Whenever a vacaney occurs in o batn, disk U
Is turned forward by the finger-wheel, and
the person having the bath-check whose num-
ber correspondstothenu mbershowing through
the aperture is entitled to the vacancy.

As it is customary to give a person coming
from the bath the next vacancy in a chair,
the wire may De pulled in the usual way to
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sound the bell and the pointer turned back
one number. Any number of checks may be
used, and the pointer may be turned back to
the starting-point at any time, or any other
preferred system of checks may be used, the
check system forming no part of my present
mvention. |
I do not desire to limit myself to the exact

.construction shown, as it is obvious that the

detalls may be considerably varied without
departing from the spirit of my invention.
I claim— |

1. Shaft If, carrying wheel It and a ratch-
ct-wheel, in combination with a shaft jour-
naled in the back and.in wheel E, adrum upon

sald shaft carrying a pawl, a wire or cord for

actuating the drum, and a spring for return-
Ing 1t to its normal position.

2. shaft I' and wheel B, having a rubber
face, in combination with shaft D, journaled
in the back and in wheel E, means—for exam-
ple, a drum, cord, ratchet, and pawl—forim-
parting forward movement to the parts, and
a spring, B, acting to press the face of wheel
1z against the front, whereby it is held against
backward motion. | |
3. The front having numerals upon its face,
an aperture throngh it, and an annular boss
upon 1ts inmer side, in combination with a
disk mounted on said boss with numerals,
which show through theaperture, and means—
for example, a friction-wheel—for turning the
disk, a pointer adapted to move over the
front, and means, as a ratchet, pawl, cord, and
drum, for actuating the pointer, substantially
as described.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses,

K. LESTER COMES.

Withesses:
JOHN R. Boori,
Davip B. BoorH.
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