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To all whom it may COnNCerw: !

Be it known that I, THEODORE E. KING,
of Westport, in the county of Fairfield and |
State of Connecticut, have invented certain

of which the followingis a full, clear, and eX-
act description, whereby any one skilled in the
art can make and use thesame. o

My improved buckle or clasp relates to the |
class of sueh devices that are commonly used
to fasten articles of wearing-apparel, and are

particularly adapted for use on shoes and |

overshoes.
‘The object of my improvement 1s to pro-
vide a clasp that shall be simple and compact

" in construction,few in the number of its parts,

and efficient and certain in action, as well as
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being very durable.

My improvement consists 1n a tongue-plate
having a loop or like means for attachment
to a shoe or like article, and parts that fold

inward and are closed upon the tongue-pivot, |

the latter being supported by the plate, and ‘
having rearward of the pivot a bearing-sur-
face, which, by contact with the plate, causes |
the latter to perform the double function or |
office of a spring-plate, as well as an imme-
diate support for the tongue. |
Referring to the drawings, Figure1isa plan
view of the upper side of a blank for the
tongue-plate. Fig. 2 isan edge view of the
same. Fig. 3 1is a plan view of the tongue-
plate, with the tongue secured tolt by
being folded down upon its pivot. Fig. 418
2 view in central section lengthwise of the
plate and tongue, the latter open. Fig. 5 1s
2 view in cross-section of the tongue-plate,
looking toward the tongue, which 18 opened
to its full extent. Fig. 6 is a view In Cross-
section of the tongue-plate,looking toward the
tongue, as in Fig. 5, but with the tongue
partly closed, and showing the cam and 1ts
action. TFig. 7 isa bottom view of a modified |
form of plate and tongue, the latter closed, a.
part of the plate being cut away over one of
the tongue-pivots. |
In the accompanying drawings, the letter |
a denotes a tongue-plate, that is formed from
a blank, «, cut or stamped from a sheet of
metal, in the usual manner. This blank con-

sists of 3 body part with a loop, a’, through |

the parts |
has been held by the yielding

which a strap is passed for attaching the plate
to a shoe, and projecting wings «’, 80 located
that they may
fongue-pivos.

After the blank has been cuf to the form
shown, and the pivot-sockets b formed by 1n-

‘denting the opposite sides of the wings, they

are folded inward and closed upon the pivot
¢ of the tongue ¢,that is formed in hook shape
with integral pivots, and is cub and Dbent to

| shape in the manner and by the means well

known to any one familiar with the art.

The inner end or base of the tongue bears
a rearward-projecting cam, ¢, solocated that
as the tongue is swung open the cam strikes
against the under side of the plate betweenthe
pivot-sockets and causes 1t 10 spring upward
crosswise of its length, and to enable 1t to
yield more readily the front edge of the plate
between the pivot has a central slot, d. ,.

The tongue is bent quite sharply where the
curved part rises from the base, and the con-
tact of this corner with the under
plate limits the extent to which the tongue
may be opened,while the cam,striking against
the plate on the opposite side of the pivot,
holds the tongue open until a sufficient force

‘is applied to carry the cam underneath the

plate, that presses downward upon the cam
with a yielding pressure, and the tongue 18
held closed in a similar manner by the bent
portion of the cam and plate.

In prior structures of this class the tongue
orasp of folded

be folded inward upon the

55

o

side of the
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parts of the plate upon an integral tongue-

is oblong in cross-section; but such
construction, aud by the
rounding of the edges of the pivot soon de-
stroys the spring action. In other forms the
tongue is pivoted to the tongue-plate, and it1s
held in different points between the limits of
its play by aspring formed on a separate piece
attached to the tongue-plate. .

~ All the advantages present in a clasp hav-
ing a spring-controlled tongue of this class
are present 1n my improved device, and 1t
has the further advantage of embodying, by
reason of its peculiar construction, the double
office of plate and spring in a simple and du-
rable manner. ~

In the modified form of device shown in

pivot that
a device is weak In
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Fig. 7, the wings of the tongue-plate extend ! tongue ¢, having a cam, ¢% extending rearward

lengthwise of the plate, and are folded inward
upon the pivots of the tongue, holding them
between the plate and these inward-folded
parts. These wings are unyieldin g, and there
1snot the slightest spring action possible in
their structure. They form, with the adjacent
parts of the tongue-plate, rigid unyielding
walls of the pivot-sockets. |

I' claim as my improvement—

1. The improved tongue-plate a,having the
Strap-loop ’, the wings ¢, folded inward and
forming the tongue-pivot sockets 0, and the

lengthwise slot d, openingto the front edge of

the plate Dbetween the plvot-sockets, whereby

the plate is rendered ylelding erosswise of its
length, all substantially as deseribed. -
2. Ina Shoe-elasp,_ in combination with the
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of the pivot and co-operating with the top
plate, the tongue-plate a, with pivot-sockets
b, with rigid walls, and comprising in the

single plate a tongue-support and spring, all

substantially as described.

3. In ashoe-clasp, in combination with the
tongue ¢, having a cam, ¢, extending rearward
of the pivot, the tongue-plate ¢, with pivot-
sockets 0, with rigid walls, and a slot, d, inthe
edge of the plate between the pivots, the

single plate comprising a tongue-support and 3o

spring, all substantially as described.
THEODORE E. KING.

Witnesses:

B. L. WooDWORTH

7
H. S. SHERWOOD.
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