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To all whom It may COnRCerw:

" Be it known that I, OsmAN C. DU SOUCHET,
of Warsaw, Hancock county, Illinois, have in-
vented a new and Improved Carpet-Stretcher,
of which the following isafull, clear, and exact

description.

The object cf my invention is to provide a
new and improved earpet-stretcher, which 1s

strong and durable, and ean be operated very

easlly.

The invention consists in the -construction

and arrangement of parts hereinafter fully de-
seribed and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a side view of my irnproved car-
pet-stretcher. TFig. 2 is aside view of the ex-

tension-pole. TFig. 3 isan enlarged plan view |

of the gripping end of the device, and Kig. 4
is an enlarged longitudinal sectional elevation
of the same. |
The box A is open at both ends, and in the
same a sliding rack, B, is placed, which en-
gages with a cog-wheel, C, mounted on a pivot,
D, held on jaws D’ on the box, the cog-wheel
C passing through a longitudinal slot, C, in
the top of the box A. On the pivol D a
forked lever, B, is mounted, the cog-wheel C
being between the prongs of said forked lever
E. A hook-pawl], I, which can engage with

the teeth of the cog-wheel C,is pivoted to the le- -

ver BE. A hook-pawl, G, is pivoted on one
end of the box A, and serves to engage with
the teeth of the rack B. A clamp-plate, H,
having an npwardly-projecting flange, H’, on
its end,is held on the under side of the rack

"B by a screw, J, passed through a longitudi-

nal slot, J’, in the plate H, thus permitting
said plate to slide at the end parb of the rack-
bar. A clamp-plate, K, is pivoted on up-
wardly-projecting jaws K’ on the plate H.
The upper inner end of the clamp-plate K 18
above a head or.projection, I, on the end of
the rack-bar B. | o

The brace-bars M and N each have a hasp,
O, at one end, one bar passing through the
hasp of the other. -

A screw, P, is used for locking the bars In
place.

The operation is as follows: The edge of the
carpet Q is passed over the flange H', and the

end of the clamp-plate K is placed on the
lapped part of the carpet. The lever K is 55
swung down in the direction of the arrow U,
and the cog-wheel C is revolved in-such a di-
rection as to move the rack-bar B in the direc-
tion of the arrow «. The projection L, act-
ing on the end of the clamp-plate K, presses 60
the other end of the plate K upon the carpet,
whereby the carpet is held securely. The
rack-bar being moved in the direction of the
arrow «, the carpet is stretched. The pawl

F is then raised and the lever I is swung 1n 65
the inverse direction of the arrow J’, the pawl

is again engaged with the cog-wheel and the
lever B is swung in the direction of the arrow

p', and so on, the pawl G acting to hold the
bar B from backward movement. D

The end of one pole is passed into the end
of the box A,and the other rested against that
wall opposite the one to which the carpet 18
to be moved. | |

‘Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim 75
as new and desire to seeure by Letters Patent—

1. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination,
with a box, of a rack-bar passed through the
same, a clamp consisting of pivoted jaws hav-
ing its members in rear of the pivot extended 3¢
on opposite sides of the end of the rack-bar,
 and the lower member being in sliding con-

nection with the rack-bar, and means for op-
“erating the rack-bar, whereby when the rack-
bar slides forward between the members of the 35
clamp their outer ends will be forced together,
substantially as set forth. -

9. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination,
with a box,of the rack B, having the head or
projection L, the sliding clamp-plate H onthe 9o
end of the rack-bar, and the clamp-plate K,
pivoted on the plate H, substantially as herein
shown and desecribed. -

3. In a carpet-stretcher, the combination,
with the box A, of the rack B, having thehead 95
or projection L on one end, the slotted eclamp-
plate H, having the flange H’ on its end, the
screw J, the clamp-plate K, pivoted on the
plate H, and devices for moving the rack-bar
in the box, substantially as herein shown and 1co
described. - |

OSMAN C. DU SOUCHET.

WYWitnesses:
WINAND WINKEL,
WIiLLiaAM V. ORR.
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