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To all whom it maey coneeriv:

Be it known that I, ADOLPHUS SCHMOKER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Keu-
ka, in the eounty of Steuben and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Grape-Baskets, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to an improvement in
baskets for shipping grapes and other fruits;
and it consists in the peculiar construction
and combination of devices that will be more
fully set forth hereinafter, and particularly

- pointed out in the claims.
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 tubes, which bear under the wireat the upper |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-

~ tion of a fruit-basket embodying my inven-

tion, partly in section. Fig. 2 1s a top plan
view of the same. Fig. 3 1s a transverse sec-
tional view. o
Heretofore baskets employed for shipping
orapes have been made of wood, and are of a
fragile character, frequently becoming broken
in transportation, and thereby causing injury
and loss to the fruit. Amnother objection to

baskets made of wood is that the grapes fre-

quently bave a woody unpleasant flavor im-
parted to them when kept in the basket for
several days, asisfrequently the case 1n trans-

portingthem. Toremedy these defects, I con-

'

struct my basket of tin or other suitable cheap

sheet metal, which is made of one or more
pieces secnred together in any suitable man-
ner, and the upper edge of the basket is wired,
as at a. This wire ¢ has its central portion on
opposite sides of the basket bent and doubled,
as shown in Fig. 2, so as to provide a later-
ally-projecting flange or lug, b, on each side
of the basket. Those portions of the upper
edges of the sides of the basket which are In

line with the flanges 0 are curved outwardly,

as at ¢,forming longitudinal tubeson the outer
sides of the basket below the top edges of the
basket. At the ends of the basket, at the up-
per edges thereof, portions of the sheet metal
are curved outwardly, as at e, also forming

edges of the basket.

L

In the tubes e are pivoted thée central por; 1

which are each formed of a single piece of 50
wire having its ends bent first at right angles ~
for a suitable distance to clear the cover of the
basket, as at f/, and-then at right angles again,

as at /% the ends of the wire being crossed,

as shown in Fig. 2, and their outer extreml- 55
ties bent at right'angles to form depending
projecting points %, which are forced down-
wardly into the cover ¢ of the basket, this
cover being preferably made of wood.

h represents the handle of the basket, of 60
which ¢ represents a sheet-metal plate having
its opposite edges bent around the central por-
tions of wire bails k. These bails have their
outer ends, which extend beyond the ends of

the plate bent at right angles thereto, and 6z

have their lower ends provided with hooks <.
Wire catches m are secured one on one arm of
each bail. It will be readily understood from
this construction that the bails are pivoted to
the plate i, so that they may be rocked or 7o
swung therein. | .
In order to attach the handleto the basket,
the arms of the bails are diverged sufficiently
to cause the points of the hooks to clear the
tubes ¢ in_the sides of thebasket, and the said 75
arms are then pressed together, causing the
hooks to enter the opposite ends of each tube,
and thereby firmly secure the handle to the
basket. The wire catches m are then turned
so as to embrace the opposite arm of each 8o
bail, and thus prevent the arms from spread-
ing apart and withdrawing the hooks from

the tubes.

Having thus desceribed my invention, 1
claim— ' . |

1. The metallic vessel having its upper edge
wired, the said wire having opposite portions
bent and doubled outwardly, to form Hanges
or ears b, projecting beyond the sides of the
vessel, substantially as deseribed. |

2. A sheet metallic vessel having portions
of its upper edge cut and bent to form tubes
¢, in combination with the handle or bail hav-
ing hooks to enter the said tubes, for the pur-
pose set forth, substantially as described.
3. The combination, with the vessel having
the tubes d on its sides, of the handle having
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tions of wire-keepers or fastening devices f, | the pivoted bails provided with the hooks for
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entering the opposite ends of the tubes, to se- | In testimony that I claim the foregoing as o
cure the said handle to t:he Vessel, Substan-' my own I have hereto affixed my mgnature in 10 =
tmlly ahs descx:];lbed R h th | ond the presenee of two witnesses. | B
- 4. The combination, Wlt e vessel an ey
5 cover or lid therefor, of the wire- keepers j,:1: ADOLPHUS SCHHOKER
- pivoted to the Vessel and having the project- Wltnesses o
- ing points f°,for engagmg with the tc)p or cover, B M. MODOWELL

substantlally as deseribed. - e  FREDERICK SCHMOKER.
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