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o all whom it may conceri :

Be 1t known that 1, MITTON LESTER, Jr., a
citizen of the United States, residing at Suf-
field, in the county of I—Imtfmd and State of
Ccnnecbicut, have i1nvented a new and useful
Improvement in Picture-I'rame Hangers, of
which the following is a speeification, refer-
ence being hadto theaccompanying drawings.

My invention relatesto devices for hanging

picture-frames, &c., the object being to con-

struct a device of this character by means of
which the frame may be suspended from the
wall at any angle desired, and which may be

- readily defached and qttached in position to
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the wall.
A turther object is to provide a simple,
cheap, and thoroughly effective device for tliis

- purpose, which will be strong and durable, so
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as to withstand the strain and weight of the
picture-frame.

With these ends inview the invention con-
sists in certain details of construction, com-
bination, and arrangement ofits parts, as will
be her ein fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Fignre 1 is

a perspective view of my 1111pwved 1)1(3!:1116
hanger in position,and Fig.2is a similar view
showing the manner of detaching the frame
from the hanging means.

Relerring to the drawings, in which similar
letters of reference denote like parts thereof,
A designates my lmproved picture-hanger,
which 1s composed of the baill or yoke B, the
terminal ends of which are bent to form hooks
b ¥, which are adapted to engage the screw-

eyes b* 1°, serewed in the lower end rear faces
of the frame C. The central portion of this
ball or yoke B is doubled and twisted to pro-
vide an eye or loop, D, with which engages
the screw-eye or hooked nail d,that enters the
wall to hold the said bail or yoke in position.
A link, I, is also fastened at one end to the
loop or eye 2, and has its {front end provided
with a loop, ¢, which 18 adapted to engage
any one of the links on the chain IF,to hold the
frame at any desired angle from the wall. The
front link of the chain I¥ is secured by a screw-
eye, f, in the top of the frame C, on the rear
face thereof, near the center,so that the frame

5o will hang even on the wall.

The operation of my invention is as follows:
When it is desired to hang a picture, the ends

of the yoke B are sm'ung riﬂinward, so that the

hooks on sald ends may be i1nserted into the

screw-eyes 0* 0°. The screw-eye d is passed

through the loop or eye D into the wall, and

the link K, which is connected to the eye D,
has its hooked end e engaging any one of the

links of the chain If, which chain is secured

to theframeatthe top thereof,about the center,
by the screw-eye f. When it is desired to
remove or detach the frame from the wall,by
releasing the hook e on the link E from the
chain F the frame will drop downward and
be held by the hooks b 0/, as shown in Fig. 2,
when by springing the terminal ends of the
yoke B inward the hooksare disengaged from
the screw-eyes on the frame, and the latter

can then be removed from the wall w1th0ut

detaching the hanging means.

It will be obsewed that the yoke or bail,
being constructed of wire and bent in the
form shown, gives a spring action outwardly
to the arms of the yoke or bail, causing the
hooks on thesides of said arms to bind t:mhtly

in the screw-eyes and hold the picture from

being detached. It will also be seen that the

connection of the hooked end on the bail or

yvoke with the screw-eyes on the frame allows
the latter to have a swinging or lateral move-
ment, so that in case the wind should blow in
throngh the room against the picture it will
notbecome detached or jar the fastening means,
but will sway slightly with the wind.

I do not wish to be limited to the precise
construction herein shown, as many modifica-

‘tions may be resorted to without sacrificing
‘any of the advantages of my invention or de-

parting from the spirit or scope thereof.

By changing the hook on the link Ii to any
one of the links on the chain the top of the
frame may be thrown farther in or out, and
thus vary the inclination of the plctme flame
as desired.

The facility with which the picture- fla,me;
may be detached from the fastening means 1s
the particular feature of my invention. It will
be observed that the frame may be detached
without removing the voke B or the link L,
the said parts being retained in position to
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the wall by the screw-eye d, and thus the ne-
cessity of removing the fastening means is en-
tirely obviated.

My device may be used for other purposes



than that of hanging pictures, and hence I do
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not wish to be limited to such use alone.

I am aware that it is old to construcet a pic-
ture-hanging device comprising a cord hav-
ing its ends secured to staples on the inner
side of the frame and its central or upper
portion held to the wall, in connection with a
chain adjustably eonnecmnﬂ the upper end of
the frame to the wall.

L-am also aware that it is old to provide a
hanging or supporting device in the form of a
bail or yoke, the ends of which are received
In journals provided on the 1nner 51(1(3 of the
frame. 7

Having thus described my
claim—

1. The combination of the spring-wire ball
or yoke B, having hooks atthe ends to engage
eyes ab the lower inner side of the picture-

1'11xfention 1

20 frame, with a chain, F¥, connected at one end
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to the upper end of the frame, and a link, E,
to connect the opposite end ot the chain de—
tachably to the. wall, as set forth.

2. The combmatwu of the spring-wire bail
or yoke B, having hooks to engage eyes at the
lower inner side of the picture-frame, with a
chaln, If, connected at one end to the upper
end of the frame, an eye, D, provided at the
upper end of the bail or yoke, and a link, E,

25

connected to the eye D, and having a hooked 30

end to engage any one of the links of the chain,
as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my
own Lhave hereto affixed my signaturein pres-
ence of two witnesses.

MILTON LESTER, Jr.
Witnesses: |

D. W. GRIFFIN,
WARREN V. COOPER.
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