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Lo all whoin it 1ay concerm:

Be it knowu that I, GEorGE W. HAYDEN,
of. Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Laced Boots and
Shoes, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description. |

The object of this invention is to render a
boot or shoe, which is adapted to be laced,
capable, after having been laced and the lae-
ing secured, of being placed upon and re-
moved from the foot of the wearer from time
to time, as may be required, without neces-
sarily disgurbing the so-secured lacing.

To this end the invention also consists
in a boot or shoe having its upper slitted,
as usual 1n boots or shoes which are to
be laced, of lacing holes or studs or other
equivalent or suitable devices for the running
of a lacing cord or cords made of india-rubber
or other elastic material, preferably covered
or otherwise suitably protected or combined
with woven or braided strands of fibrous ma-
terial, which are disposed at the instep or in-
step and leg portion of the slitted upper—or,
in other WOl‘db? at that portion of the upper
which necessarily must extend to allow the
boot or shoe to pass onto and off of the fooft,
and preferably at each side of said slit--in a
manner and in relation to said slitted open-
ing as to secure at such portion of the boot or
shoe, and as compared with the length ot the
lacing-cord at the other lacing portion there-
of, an increased length of laecing-cord, and
such a length as, In the placing of the boot or
shoe on or removing it from the foot, and
after the lacing cord or cords have been laced
and sceured, to allow of a then sufficient ex-
tension of said cord or cords without any
other practical or substantial movement there-
of, and without undue strain thereon, to en-

able the hoot or shoe to be placed on and re-

moved from the foof, and with the boot or
shoe on the foot hold i1t thereto with the close-

ness of it to which it was previously laced

or adapted and secured by the lacing cord or
cords.

In the accompanying plate of drawings the
present invention is illustrated, and Figure 1
is a perspective view of a boot made in accord-

| ance therewith.

C—that is, a row, F--in addition to and out-

—

Fig. 2 is a front view on af
enlarged scale.

In the drawings, A 1ep1'esents a laced Dboot
made.in every respect, except as to the fea-
tures of this invention, the same as ordinary,
and therefore needing no more particular de-
scription herein. |

B is the lacing-cord, made of india-rubber
or of any other suitable elastic material, pret-
erably inclosed or otherwise protected or com-
bined with a covering of woven or bralded

60

fibrous material.

C are eyelet-holes for the passage of the lac-
ing-cord B. These holes C are each side of
the slit D at the front of the boot, and at the 65
upper portion, E, of the boot and that particu-

| larly 111“11{11]0‘ the instep and the leg thereof,

just above the instep, the slit D, at each mde,
has a double row of these ]acing cyelet-holes

70
side of the usual row, G. The lacing-cord 18
passed through these series of eyelet-holes in
the usual manner, forward and backward, and
as shown on the drawings, and through the
finger receiving or pull loop H of a tongue-
piece, J. The tongue-piece is secured to the
inside of the boot at the lower end of the rows
of lacing-holes, and extends therefrom under
the laced cord B, between it and the foot of
the wearer to the upper end of the boot, where
its finger or pull loop KK receives the ]’lCil]g-
cord, which serves to keep 16 1n place.

The tongue-piece J is used to pull the boot
onto the foot and to assist in its removal.

An elastic lacing - cord, either alone or &g
combined with lacing-holes arranged as de-
scribed, enables the boot, after having been
laced as desired and its lacing secured, to be
then p]aced on and removed from the foot as
required, without disturbing the previously
adjusted ‘and secured lacing the advantages of
which are so obvious as IJOL to need any men-
tion hereln.

The invention herein deseribed is as appli-
cable to shoes as to boots, and 1s not to be 1im-
ited to eyelet or other lacing boots, as lacing
studs or hooks may be used in lieu thereof.

Having thus dC“SOlled my mventlan 1

claim—
A laced boot or shoe prm ided mth the
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"~ usual slitted opening,and with an elastie lac- | my hand in the presence of two subscrlbmﬂ" |

L ing-which runs from side to side of the open- | witnesses. -
. 1ing,and at either or both sides thereof has|{ = = -
~ lateral extensions conlinuous with it, sub-{ GEORGE -W‘ HAYDE\ -
5 stantially as described, for the purpose speci- | Wltnesses - S
fied. - ALBERT W. BROWV - S
_____ In testimony Whereof I have hereunto set | - W S Beoows.
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