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To all whom it may conceriv:

Be it known that I, Jacon J. UNBEHEND,
of Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga, in
the State of New York, have invented new

5 and usefu] Iinprovements in Clasp-Plates, of |
which the following, taken in connection with

the accompanying drawings, is a full, clear,
and exact deseription. |
This invention relates to shoe-clasps com-

ro posed of sheet metal, and has special refer-

ence to that part of the clasp by whieh it 1s
attached to the strap or guarter of an arctic
overshoe. Sunch attachment is usually made
by passing the aforesaid strap through a trans-

15 verse slot in the clasp-plate, and folding the

strap back over the rear portion of the sald
plate and upon itself, and fastening the two
plies of the strap together either by sewing
or by a rivet passing through the same and

20 c¢linched on opposite sides thereof.

In the use of snch shoes it has been found

that the thin sheet metal of which the clasp-

plate is composed presents such a sharp edge

on the portion which is embraced by the strap :
and receives the tensile strain of the clasp as

to cause the strap to be cut thereby and the
~ clasp-plate to be soon torn therefrom.

The object of this invention is to obviate
the aforesaid defect without materially in-

30 creasing the thickness of that portion of the

clasp-plate which is embraced by the strap
hereinbefore mentioned; and to that end my
invention consists in the novel construetion of
the rear or attaching end of the clasp-plate,

35 as hereinafter fully described, and specifically

set forth in the claims. |
In the annexed drawings, Figures I and 11
are plan views of my improvement applied to

the usnal slotted plate whieh interlocks with.
10 the tongue of the clasp when clasping the shoe.

Tigs. 11T and IV are edge views, respectively,
of the devices shown in Figs. L and IL Iig.
V is & plan view of the blank of the plate
shown in Fig. I, and Fig. V1 is a plan view

| to the plate which

carries the tongue of the clasp. |
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. -
A and A’ represent the two clasp-plates, |
so which ave attached to the straps or flaps of
the arectic overshoe, said plates being each

of thin and pliable

g

| provided ab ifs rear or attaching end with a

transverse slot, ¢, through which to pass the
end of the aforesaid strap or fiap, which is
tolded back over the rear portion of the plate :
and upon itself, and fastened either by sewing
or by a rivet, in the usual and well- known
manner, as represented by dotted lines in Figs.
IIT and IV of the drawings. |

The plates A A’ are composed of sheet metal,
and the eross-bar b, or portion back of the slot
, therefore, presents a thin edge facing the
said slob. 1n order to prevent the said edge
from cutting the attaching-strap, as herein-
before stated, without materially increasing
the bulk at the rear or attaching ends of the
clasp-plates, I fold around the cross-bar b &
thin sheet - metal plate, ¢, and compress the
latter in a plane parallel with that of the cross-
bar, so as to closely embrace the same, as rep-
resented in Figs. I and IIT of the drawings.

On light clasps, having the plabes composed
sheett metal, I form the
plate ¢ of an integral portion of the plate A,

and at the same time form the slot ¢ by mak- 75

ing in the blank of the plate A a transverse
incision, e, terminating in longitudinal incis-
ions ¢ ¢, both of which extend rearward a
proper distance, so that by folding back upon
the eross - bar b the portion d’ of the plate
which is surrounded on three sides by the in-
cisions ¢ ¢ ¢, the slot ¢ of the requisite width
is formed in front of the cross-bar b, as repre-
sented in Fig. 11 of the drawings. The folded
portion &', I press closely against the cross-bar
b, for the purpose hereinbefore explained. A
multiple eross-bar is thus formed of an inte-
oral extension of the width of said eross-bar.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. A clasp-plate provided with a transverse

' slot for the reception of the attaching-strap,

2 cross-bar adapted to be inclosed in the fold
of the said strap, and a plate folded around
the said cross-bar and compressed 1n & plane
parallel with that of the cross bar, substan-
tially as and for the purpose seb forth. |

2. A clasp-plate provided with a tranSverse
slot for the reception of the attaching-strap,
and a multiple cross bar formed back of the
slot by an integral extension of the width of
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sald bar folded upon the bar proper, substan- |  Intestimony whereof I have hereuntosigned
tially as set forth. | my name and affixed my seal, in the presence
3. A clasp-plate provided with a transverse | of two attesting witnesses, at Syracuse, in the
incision terminating with longitudinal incis- | county of Onondaga,in the State of New York,

5 1ons extending part way toward one and the | this 3d day of February, 1886.

same end of the plate, and having the portion  TTNT _
Wh]{jh iS Surrounded, on three Sides by the JAOOB J. Ul\ BEHEND. ._I:L. S.]

aforesaid incisions folded over upon the ad- Witnesses:
Jacent portion of the plate, substantially as C. H. DUELL,
10 described and shown. ] K. C. CAnNNON.
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