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To all whom it may concerm:

Be 1t known that I, BENJAMIN I'. FARRAR,
of the city and county of San Francisco, State
of California, have invented an Improvement
in Folding Bedsteads; and I hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the same.

My invention relates to that class of folding
or wardrobe bedsteads in which a sectional
bed-frame is adapted to be folded into and ex-
tended or opened out from a head-casing; and
my invention consists in a novel double or
changeable fulerum-connection, and limiting
stops between the bed - frame and the head-
casing, adapting the former to be easily han-

dled; in peculiar plates or pieces hinged to

the sections of the bed-frame and to each other,
and arranged in such a manner as to form the
top of the device when folded as a wardrobe,
and to form a support or transverse leg for
the bed-frame when extended; in pieces on
the top plates serving as end guards when the
bed is folded and as supports when the bed is
extended; in plates covering and protecting
the joint of the sections of the bed-frame, and
various details of construction, all of which I
shall hereinafter fully explain.

Lhe object of my invention is to provide a
folding bed adapted to be easily handled, and
which shall present a neat appearance both
when folded and opened. |

- Referring to the accompanying drawings,
IFigure 1 is a perspective view of my folding
bedstead, showing it closed as a wardrobe, a
portion of the end of the head being broken
away, and the dotted lines showing the oper-
ation of the changeable fulerums. Fig. 218 a
perspective view showing my bedstead half
open. Fig. 3 shows 1t completely open. Fig.
4 1s a detail showing the operation of the
plates H. .

A 18 the head-casing, which is mounted on
casters, and 1s provided with a head-piece, B.

C 18 the bed-frame, consisting of two sections,

which are designated by ¢ ¢, the former being
the foot-section of the bed when extended, and
also the inner section when the bed is folded,
and the latter being the head-section of the
bed, and the outer when folded. These sec-

tions, consisting of rectangular open - top
frames, are hinged together at their meeting
edges by the hinges D. On the sides of the

[ head-seetion ¢” are secured cleats K, and about

the middle of the upper portion of the sides
of said section are secured the pivot-bolts F.

The head - casing A has on the upper rear
portion of its end stop-cleats «. On its bottom
1t has bearing cleats or shoulders «', and on
the Inner surface of the front of the ends it
has vertical cleats «¢°, {rom which to the cleats
a’ are inclined stop-cleats«’. The upper ends
of the cleats ¢® have irons G securved to them,
sald irons having shoulders g as stops. These
irons form bearings for the bolts I

When the foot-section of the bed 1s folded
over upon the head-section, and both sections
lie 1n a horizontal plane, as in Iig. 2, they
are supported by the pivot-bolts If, resting on
the bearing-plates Gz, and by reason of the ap-
proximately central location of said bolts the
bed-frame is nicely balanced, so that 1t can be
tipped to a vertical position with but small
exertion. In assuming this position the bed-
frame turns on the bolts as the center of piv-
otal action until the cleats I& on the head-
section come in contact with the bearing
cleats ¢’ on the bottom of the ends of the head-

casing, when the bed-frame is lifted and turned

on its cleats I& as a fulcrum, taking 1t off 1its
pivot-bolts I, which move back from their

bearings as the bed-frame ‘moves toward a

vertical position. The cleats X, then coming
in contact with the stops «’, the bed-frame
still turning in its said cleats, moves baclk-
ward at the same time until limited by com-
ing in contact with the head-board I3.
then in a vertieal position, and rests on the
shonlders «’, which support it. H are two
plates or pieces which,when the bed s folded,
as shown 1n Iig. 1, form the top of the ward-
robe. These pieces are hinged to the edges
of both sections at their adjoining edges by

the hinges .

When the bed-frame is extended, so that its
two sections are in line, the pileeces H, moving
on their hinges, drop down to a vertical posi-
tion,in which they lie in parallel planes,form-
ing, as shown 1n Ifig. 3, a sapport or trans-
verse leg under the line of the meeting cdges
of the two sections of the bed-frame.

On the ends of the plate or piece 11,which,
when the bed 1s folded, lies nearest the head-
board, are pieces J, which serve as end pieces
or guards for the top of the wardrobe when

1t is
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the bed is foided, but when the bed is extend- ! support, while the legs K at the bottom of the

ed they serve as supports or bearings for the
- upper end of the sides of the foot-section of
the bed. Pieces J’ are secured to the ends of
5 the other plate H, which serve as continua-
tions to preserve *’Lppe*u ances.
Legs K are provided for the lower end of
the foot-section of the bed. These legs are
~ slotted on pins in said section, and are ad&pted
10 by their own gravity when the section is ex-
tended to fall toa vertical position, and when
said section is being folded to fall back again
~ in the grooves provided for them. Acrossthe
line of the meeting edges of the sides of the

T 5 two sections composing the bed -{rame are-

~guard-plates 1., which cross said line, and are
for the purpose of guarding -the joint of the

two sections and pleventmn the bed-clothes

and interfering
These phtes
are secured in position by means of pins 7,
~ which pass into the sides of the bed-sections
through elongated slots I in the plates. Ibeing

from getting in gaid joint,

thus secured to the sections,the plates do not
25 interfere with the folding movement of the

bed-frame, while they still guard the joint in
- whatevel 1}051!31011 the fmme may be placed.
-On the sides of the head-section of the bed-

~frame are hooks M, which engage with sta-
. 30 ples m on the end of the foot-section,wher eby'
. sald sections may be firmly bound together in -

case the quantity of bedding in the sections is
. great. enough to prevent them from closing

:e'assiily.' | 3011 the sides of the foot-sections are |

35 hooks N, which engage with staples n on the

- head-board, and hold the bed-sections to their

~ place when folded as a wardrobe. |

O are hinged gravity legs on the bottom of

the head- seetlon These are simply for extra

. 40 safety, though I do not deem them essential.
- The operation of my bed is as follows: Sup-
pose 1t to he in the position shown in Fig. 1—
that is to say, in a folded position, and having
‘the appearance of a wardrobe. In order to
45 use 1t as a bed, the hooks N are first released
from the staples n, and the operator, grasping
the front or the sides of the bed-frame, pulls

it out toward him. This movement of the
bed-frame 18 accomplished on ifs cleats E, ful-

50 cruming on the bearing-shoulders « at the

base of the head-casing. As the movement

continues the pivot- balts F move forward to
and on the bearing-plates G, and as the bed
moves beyond the vertieal and toward the

55 horizontal the center of pivotal action 1s re-
moved from the cleats K to the bolts I, on
which the bed turns to a horizontal plane.

- The cleats I, bearing up under the cleats a of
the head-casing, hold the bed from moving

- 60 farther on its pivots, and the shoulders ¢ of
‘the bearing-plates & keep 1t from moving lon-
gitudinally. Thefoot-sectionisnowgraspedby

its 1inner end and turned through a half-circle |

to a horizontal, in order to blmg it in line with |

- 65 the head- section in an extended plane. This

movement of the foot-section causes the hinged
plates H to drop down to the floor asthe lecr Or

of the bed.
foot-section is raised and folded on the head- |
section, which movement causes the bottom
legs, K, to drop into their sockets, and the

foot-section drop out to support the lower end
~Inorder to fold the bed again, the

plates H to rise to an alignment in a vertical -
plane. The bed-frame is now lifted, turning

on its pivot-bolts I until the cleats £ come in
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contact with and bear on the shoulders a’,when

it continues its movement, fuleruming on said

cleats, the center of pivotal action being re-

moved from the pivot-bolts, until, limited by
stops ¢’, 1t moves to 1ts posﬂ;lon “me%t the

head-board.

The who]e dewce 18 SO quustocl let 1t 18
easily hqndled and moved from one pos:ltmn

to another. | o o
I am aware 113 is not blmdlv new to secure

plates upon thesides of bed- frames and eross-

do not claim, broadly, as my invention.
Having thus deseribed my invention, what

T claim as new, and desire to secure by TLet-
‘ters Patent, is— . -
1. In a: foldmﬂ bedstead, a head- casmm A,

=-hm ing bearing c]embs or shoulders a, and a
“Dbed-frr ame, (, COH%I&;EII]G‘ of sections hinged to-
‘gether -,and. fol:ding the one upon the. other,_.

fo

{-ing the line of joint, and such construction I

90

said bed-frame being adapted to be folded into

and extended from the head-casing, in combi-
‘nation with vertical cleats forming a fulerum

or pivot-connection between the bed-irame

and ends of the head-casing, on which the bed-

frame turns thl()l]ﬁh a portion of its move-
ment, the cleats ¢ serving as a bearing be-

it turns through the remainder of its action,
substantially as herein described. -

2. In afolding bedstead a, head-casing hav-
ing bearing- cleats a , and a bed-frame adapted

to fold therein and to be extended therefrom,

in combination with vertical cleats forming 2
fulerum or pivot-connection between the bed.-
frame and upper forward portion of the ends

Yoo -

o ,tweeu the bed-frame and head-casing, on _Whlch
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of the head-casing, on which the bed-frame -

turns through a pOlthl] of its movement, the
cleats or shoulders ¢ forming a fulelum be-
tween the bed-frame and lower portion of the

| base of the ends, through which it turns and
moves through the remainder of 1fs actlou |

substa,ntm]ly as herein described.
3. In afolding bedstead, the head- casinﬂ* A,
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having bearing cleats or shoulders a’ on the |

lower inner edges of its sides or ends, and
bearing plates or irons G on the upper for-
ward edges of said ends, in combination with
the sectional bed-frame C, the bolts I on the
head-section of the bed-frame, and adapted to

bear and pivot on the bearing-plates G- through

a portion of the movement of said {frame, and
the cleats I& on said section adapted to pivot
and move on the shoulders ¢’ through the re-
mainder of its action, substantially as and for
the purpose herein desecribed.

4. In afolding bedstead, the head-casing A, '

having bearing cleats or shoulders « on the
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lower inner edges of its sides or ends, bearing | der the stops «, all arranged and adapted to
operate substantmlly as and f01 the purpose

cleats or irons G+ on the upper forw ard edges,
and limiting-stops « on the upper rear edges
of said ends, in combination with the sectional
bed-frame C, the bolts IF thereon, adapted to
bear and pivot on the plates G during a portion
of the movement of the bed-frame,and the cleats
1, adapwed topivot and move on the shoulders
« through the remainder of 1ts action and
when the bed-frameé 1s extended to bear under
the stops «, substantially as and for the pur-
pose herein described.

5. In a folding bedstead, the head-casing A,
having cleats or shoulders « and stops o’ at
its bottom and bearing-plates (x ab 1ts top, in

~combination, with the Ded-frame C eonSlstlng

of the hmo“ed foot and head sections ¢ ¢', bolts
F on the head-section, pivoting on irons G
through a portion of the movement of the bed-
frame,and the cleats Ein said section, adapted

to pivot on the shoulders « tnrough the re-

mainder of its action and to be limited by the
stops «’, whereby it 1s moved to position, sub-
stantially as herein described. -

6. In afolding bedstead, the head-casing A,
having bearing cleats or shoulders ', and stops

« ab its bottom bearing platesorirons G, with

shoulders ¢, and the limiting-stops « at 1ts
top, as deseribed, in combination with the sec-
tional bed-frame C, the bolts If thereon pivot-
ing on plates G and limited by their should-
ers during a portion of the movement of the
bed-frame, and the cleats Ii, adapted to pivot
on the shoulders ¢’ and bear against the stops
«* through theé remainder of its action and

when the bed-frame is extended to bear un- |

hel ein deseribed.

. In a folding bedstead, the sectional and
foldmw bed-frame C, 1n combination with the
plates L, crossing the line of the joint of the
sections of the bed- frame, sald plates having
slots in each end, and the fixed pins which se-

cure the plates, substantially as herein de-

seribed.

8. Ina folding bedstead, tie adjustable bed-

frame C, OODS]SBIHG‘ of Sectlons hinged togeth-

er and adapted to fold the one on the othel in
combination with the plates or pleces H

hinged to the edges of the sections and to e%ch
other said plates forming a top when the sec-

tions are in a vertical posmen and acting as
a support or transverse leg for the bed- frame
when extended, subst'mtmlly as herein de-

scribed.

9. Inafolding bedstead, the adjustable bed-
frame C, conslstlnﬂ* of Sectlons hmﬂed togeth-
er, and ftdapbed to fold the one on the obhel
in combination with the plates or pieces H,
hinged to said sections and to each other and

' adqpted to serve and operate as deseribed,and

the pieces J on the ends of one of the plates
which serve as guards for the top, and as sup-
ports for the e\tended bed, substmtnl]y as
herein described.

In witness whel cof T have hereunto set my

hand.
BENJAMIN F. FARRAR.
Witnesses:
S. H. NOURSE,
J. H. B1L.oonb.
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