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To all whony it may conceri:

Be it known that I, JAMES W. CLARK, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Iitna,
in the county of Licking and State of Ohlo,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Fences; and 1 do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-

ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had to
theaccompanying drawings, and to the letters
and figures of reference marked thercon,which
form a part of this specification.

My inventionis animproved method of bind-
ing rail fences; and it consists in certain novel
features, hereinafter described and claimed.

In the annexed drawings, Figurel is a side
elevation of two panels of a fence constructed
according to my invention. Kig. 2 isa sec-
tional view on line 2 #, Fig. 1, showing three
methods of securing the binding-wire ; and
Fig. 31is a detail view, showing the method of
securing a single rail to the post.

The fence-posts are of ordinary form, and
They
are provided along one side with staples A" A’
arranged at right angles toeach other in pairs,
as will be understood from Figs. 2 and 3. The
pairs of staples are placed a distance apart
equal to the distance desired between the rails
of the fence, and one pair of staples s pro-
vided for each rail or pair of rails. The lower
staple, A’, of each pair is placed vertically or
in the direction of the length of the post, and
the upper staple, A% is arranged at right an-
oles to the lower staple, or transversely to the
direction of length of the post. Through the
lower staple, A’, I pass the binding-wire I,

and the posts are thenset in the ground at the

desired distanceapart. Thestaples are placed
such a distance apart that when the rails are
in position the upper staple, A’ will be some-
what below the line of the upper edge of the
rails, and the lower staple will be on a line
with the lower edge of the rails.

After the posts have been set up the ratls
are placed in position and secured by bending
the binding-wire around the rails, passingthe
ends through the upper staple, and then se-
curing it. '

I have shown three methods of securing the

vt

binding-wire, and in practice propose to use
whichever method is desired by the purchaser.
I prefer, however, to use the method marked
11in Fig. 2. In this method the wire, after be-
ingpassed around the fence-rail,ispasseddown-
ward through the upper staple, A% between
the post and lower cross portion of the bind-
ing-wire, and is then bent upward, as shown.
This method forms a secure fastening which

i will not become loose and can be very quickly

applied. Themethod marked 2 can bequickly
applied; but it is liable to give way under
severestrain caused by theweightof the fence-
rails and the shocks given the same by cattle
running against it. The wire, after being
passed around the fence-rails, is passed up-
ward through the staple A% then bent back
toward the rail, being passed between the rail
and that portion of the wire which encircles
the rail, and is bent around the same. In-

‘stead of twisting the end of the wire around the

rail encireling portion of the same, it could be
simply bent back and a ring, D, slipped over
the same, as shown in the method marked s.

When a rait is broken,it is not necessary to
take down the corresponding rails in the ad-
jacent panels. The Dbroken rail is removed,
and that half of the binding-wire which held
the same is bent back upon itself and around
the post, as shown in Iig. 3. This double
bending of the wire will give the same suffi-
cient strength to hold the rail until the fence
can be repaired. --

It will be understood from the drawings that
the ends of the two rails on the same level are
secured to the post on opposite sides of the
same, and that the method of fastening the
rails described is duplicated.
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It will be seen that my fastening will read- go

ily adapt itself to rails of different sizes, as by
passing the wire through the staplesit can be
drawn to any desired tension. The friction
between the upper staple and the wire bent
around it will be so great as to dispense with
the need of any tying or twisting the ends of
the wire together, asis the usual method.
Having thusdeseribed myinvention, what L
claim, and desire to securé by Letters Patent,
18— - .
1. In a fence, the combination of the post
and rails with the herein-desceribed means for
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~ of staples arranged on the side thereof at right

‘tance apart slightly less thafn:the width of the

-near each other, the one transversely to, the

securing the rails to the posts, consisting of a |

pair of staples secured to a side of the post

other in line Wlth the length of the post, and
a binding-wire extended through the vertical

staple and around the rail or rails, and hav-
Ing its ends passed aroundthe legs of the hori-
zontal staple and fastened, substantially as
shown and described.

2. The combinafion of the posts A, a pair

angles relatively to each other, and at:a dls-

rall,thelowerstaple being vertically arranged, |

i
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rails one on each side of the post and a bind- 15

ing - wire passed through the lower staple,
wrapped around therails,itsends passed down
through the upper staple between the post and .
lower cross. portion of the binding-wire, and

then bent up, substfmtmlly as shown and de- 20
scribed. - -

In testlmony whel eof I afﬁx my S1g mt urein
presence of tw 0 witnesses.

JAMES W. OLARK

- Witnesses: -
| ANGIE SWINEHART,
G. W. HeLMICK.
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