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1o all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, JAMES . MoRTON, of
Newton Centre, in the county of Middlesex

and State of Mass"bchnsetts have invented a |

new and useful Leaf-Holder and Support for
Books, of which the following, taken in con-

nectlcan with the ‘16{3011]1)&1]}11}‘3 drawings, is a |

specification.

My invention relates to a portable device
for holding the leaves of a book open and sup-
porting the book in an inclined position when
restmn* upon a level table-top or other surface;
and it consists in certain novel features of con-
struction, arrangement, and combination of
parts, which will De re adily nnderstood by
reference to the description of the drawings,
and to the claims to be hereinafter given.

Of the drawings, Figure 1 is perspeetwe
view of a book w1th my leatf-holder applied
thereto. Ifig. 2 is a plan of my leaf-holder
detdched_fmm the book and drawn to an en-
larged scale. I'ig. 3isa frontelevation of the
same; and Ifig. 418 a transverse sectional ele-
vation, the cutting plane being on line x x on
Figs. 2 and 5.

In the drawings, A is athinlight bar, which
may be made of wood or of metal, as may be
desired, said bar being provided in its upper
surface and at the center of its length with the
recess ¢ to receive the back of the book, and
has set in 1ts upper side, at one side of said

recess, the U-shaped clamping-wire 0, the

main body of which is parallel to and a short
distance above the upper surface of the bar
A, as shown in Figs. 2, 3, and 4.

T'wo or more wire staples, ¢, are set in the
upper side of the bar A, which staples em-
brace the shait d, which is preferably made of
wire and provided at each end with a curved
arm, d', projecting at right angles therefrom

and between saild arms, with one or more |

crank-like offsets, &, uponwhich one or more
springs, e, secured in said bar A, act to force
the ends of the arms d down upon the leaf of
the book when turned toward the front, or to
hold said arms open when turned back, as in-
dicated 1n dotted lines in Ifigs. 2 and 4.

The springs e are preferably made each {from
2 single piece of wire, In which is formed two
coils, connected by a U-shaped projection,
the ends of said wire ¢ being set in the bar A

]

| as shown, the U-shaped projecting connection

pressing upward against the erank-like offset

" 1n the shaft d, as shown in Fig. 2, and by

such pressure maintains the shaft d in its
proper position—that 1s, forced hard into the
bite of the staples ¢, as shown.

To the under side of the bar A is hinged
twosupporting-arms, B B, which may be turned
outward at right angles to the bar A, as indi-
cated in dotted lines in Fig. 3, in which posi-
tion they serve to support t

level surface, as illustrated in Fig. 1, or be
folded toward each other against the under
side of bar A, as shown in full lines in Fig. 3.

The operation of my invention is as follows:
One of the lids of the book has its top edge
1mserted between the bar A and the U-shaped
clamping-wire b, said clamping-wire passing
between said lid and the leaves of the book
near the ninge of the lid in such a manner
that when the book is opened the top portion
of its back shall rest in the recess ¢, the arms
d’ having been previously thrown baeck into

| the positions indicated in dotted lines in Figs,

2 and 4. _

When the device is properly affixed {o the
book, and the book has been opened to the
place desired, the arms ¢’ are turned toward
the front till their ends rest upon the leaves
of the book, as shown in Ifig. 1, in which po-
sition they remain until it is desired to turn a
leaf, when it is only necessary toraise the arms
d’, turn the leaf, and let the arms d' fall again.

This leat-lrolder 18 a very convenlent and
aseful article for use by any person who de-
sires to read a boolk while his or lier hands are
employed in other duaties than holding the
book open; 1t being made light and compara-
tively inexpensive, it may be advantageously
used in many places as a substitue for the more
expensive and cumbersome book-rests and
supports.

I am aware of the Letters Patent granted to
K. V. Parker, March 4, 1884, and to G. L.
Northrop, Iebruary 10, 1883, and numbered,
respectively, 294,498 and 512,153, and I do
not claim anything shown and deseribed
therein; but my leaf-holder 1s an essentially-
ditfferent device to either of those shown and
described 1n said patents 1n that 16 18 mueh

he book in an in-
-clined position if placed upon a table or other
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~ mmore portable than either of them, and capa-| 3. The combination of the bar A, provided. -
ST P N ble of being used differently, and is more con- ;w1t11 the recess a, the clamp 0, the I‘-OClx.-ejl -ghatt -
~_ venient and easily operated, being adapted to | d, mounted in bearings upon said barand pro- 30
-+ beused upon a table or other level support | vided with a crank offset d’y the curved arms
- 5 with the book in nearly a level position or in | @' d’, and the spring e, all alranged and adapt-
. amoreinclined position, as may be desired, | ed to operate substantially as deseribed.
- and when not iIn use it occupies but little 4. The combination of a4 thin flat bar,a clamp
o o ospace and can be easily carried in the pocket. seculed thereon and adapted to secure said 35 -
:;:;:;:::s:s?sii?;5;5;;;:“711&{; I claim as new, and desire to secure | bar to the lid of a book, a rocker-shatt mount-
IO by Letters Patent of 'the United States, is— | ed in bearings upon ‘said bar and provided
T, A portable leaf-holder containing the fol- | with two radiating leat- ‘holding arms, aspring -~
A ilOWIIJﬂ elements .VlZ. & llght flat b::-u ELO]’me i or -Splllilﬂ‘-'S for 1)1@8811]g sald arms apon the -
- for securing: said bar to the lid of a book, a | book, and one or moresupporting-arms hmged 40
~ rocker-shaft provided with two curved leaf- | to the under side of said bar and adapted to FENEES
SRR TR RRREEE 1. :}mldmg arms and one or more crank offsets, | project at right angles therefrom and sup- - =
. and aspring or springs constructed and ar- | port the boola: in an inclined position, orto be- EEREEEEE R
oo 0 ranged to a,eb upon said offset or offsets to hold | folded toward each other against Sald- bar,
-;-;-.-:::::::::s:s:s:.saldarms- in contact with the: leaves -of the::substantlallyas deseribed. - :45-;-:-;-;-;
. book, or in their retracted position, sabstan- | Intestimonywhereof I have signed myname
- . .- 20 tially.as described. - - | to this specification, in the presenceof twosub- ==
o s 2, The combl-nﬂtmn -Of the b‘u A, the cla,mp 1. seribing witnesses, on this 9th day of January, - = =
~ ingdevice D, the rocker -Slmfbd-pmmdedwlth: A, D. ]8‘36::::::::i::':i:i::.:.:.:.u:.:.:.:;:-:;:;:ru_zz:z::.':
;:::::::::_-_:.:.;_;.:_theclfmkoﬂﬁetsd"d,andmounted11:1bem o A RAT. T AT T
~ ingssecured to the bar A, the curved arms &' | JAMES F. MORTON.
.:.:.:.:......25.d.’mountedupmlsmdshaftaudtheSpunﬂSf’ WVltnesses ....... R T O T
o oooooooall arranged and adapted to operate substan- | N. C. LOMBARD, . R
_:_:_:;';';';'5:5:5:5'5t1allyf18(1escr1b66'ﬁiTﬁiﬁiﬂ'f{_)f'ff.f ; ;_;_5_--“_WALT_.RE LomBsRD.. |
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